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Still getting what you want? Yeah, but only just 
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Collect today 

INSIDE TODAY 

19/FEATURES 

We’re all TV diners 

21/COMMENT 

Polly Toynbee cheers 
The End of Order 
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Help with homework 

TODAY’S NEWS 


Lawyers wrestle over 
Saudi nurses’ fate 

Lawyers are battling over blood money to prevent 
the beheading of Deborah Parry "one of the two 
nurses sentenced for murder In Saudi Arabia. A Saudi 
lawyer representing the families-'of the nurses said 
the brother of the victim had agreed a deal although 
there was confusion last night aver whether it had 
actually been signed. Page 3 

$9bn Salomon deal 

Salomon Brothers, the Investment bank that Tom 
Wolfe used as the model for his picaresque 1980s 
morality tale Bonfire of the Vanities, was bought 
yesterday by Travelers Group for a distinctly uncool 
$9bn. The New York deal took London completely 
by surprise. It also sent shock waves through Whll 
Street, where Deryck Maughan, the new co-chief 
executive, is known as “Mr Integrity”, and the model 
for Wolfe's “Masters' of the Universe". Page 27 . 

Keegan returns 

An announcement is expected today chat Kevin 
Keegan, known to Geordie fans as “the messiah", will 
return to football as chief executive of Fulham. 
Mohamed Al Fayed, the dub's owner, wants to turn it 
into the “Manchester United of the south”. Page 18 

SEEN & HEARD 

An alcoholic did not know he had carried out a 
robbery until he saw himself on a security video tape 
on television, Belfast Crown Court heard yesterday. 
William Nixon, 36, of Disraeli Street, Belfast, 
immediately surrendered himself to police and 
admitted robbing a fillip station in Carrickfergus 
several weeks earlier. He pleaded guilty to robbing 
£250 from two women assiaants using an Imitation 
firearm. Terence Mooney QC. defending. said Nixon, 
who was jailed for cwo-and-fr-hatf years, had already 
spent his benefit cheque on drink, and could be seen 
staggering during the crime. He left the shop saying 
"all the best” — and spent the proceeds bn drink. 


VvTaTH E R The Eye, page 10 
TELEVISION The Eye. page 12 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
the Eye. paff 9 
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Mick Jagger oh Stage last night at Soldiers Reid, Chicago, during the first performance of the Rolling Stones’ year-long tour. Our Arts News Editor, David Lister, says that the 
world's greatest, longest-running rock’n’roll band very nearly faded to pull it off. Tilings were looking definitely dodgy for the first third of the show. The mustard seemed 
d istinc t ly uncuttable. Satisfaction, definitely not got’ But It worked out m the end. See the Eye, pages 2 and 3, for the full story. Photograph: Sue Ogrocfci/Reuters 


Pollution deaths herald 
disaster in the making 




An air pollution disaster 
of unprecedented 
breadth is unfolding in 
South-east Asia, caused 
by a combination of 
drought, the deliberate 
burning of land and 
explosive economic 
growth. Richard Uoyd Parry 
and Nicholas Schoon predict 
that it may be the shape 
of worse things to come. 


People in South-east Asia are 
dying, and tens of thousands are 
suffering from breathing diffi- 
culties and Alness caused by 
smog which has reached record 
levels and spread unoontroflably 
across six countries. Across 
huge areas of the Malaysian 
peninsula and the islands of 
Borneo and Sumatra the. sun 
has been blocked out. • ■ 

Three separate environ- 
mental problems, each serious 
in its own right, have combined 
to create an air-quality disaster 
on a huge scale. Suddenly, pol- 
lution has transformed itself 
from an irritating side-effect of 
rapid economic growth to a 
threat, to an entire region’s 
economy and public health. 

The initial cause of die smog 
was the uncontrolled bunting of 
brushwood and forests in parts 
of Indonesia and Malaysia, 
started by small farmers and 
plantation owners wanting to 
dear land. 

These fires, along with ac- 
cidental blazes, went outof con- 
trol because of a continuing 
drought linked to the phe- 
nomenon of El Nino, . a major 
fluctuation in die workings of 
the planet's climate which takes 


place roughly every five years. 
The latest El Nino, which be- 
gan six months ago. is particu- 
larly severe and may turn out 
to be the most destructive this 
century. Some climate scientists 
say that man-made global 
warming, caused by the burn- 
ing of fossil fuels, is making the 
fluctuations more severe. 

The third factor is the high 
levels of pollution in mam' of 
the region’s towns and cities 
caused by fast-growing road 
traffic, fossil fuel power stations 
and industry operating with 
few pollution controls. 

A senior Indonesian official 
admitted yesterday that two 


In Sarawak, about 5,000 
people are reported to be turn- 
ing up at local hospitals every 
day, complaining of respirato- 
ry problems, and there has 
been panic buying of food and 
water supplies in anticipation of 
a possible evacuation. 

In the Malaysian capital of 
Knala Lumpur. 75 US embassy 
staff and their families have 
been allowed to leave if they 
feel ill-effects from the smog. 
Those who remain will be ro- 
tated in and out of the country 
“to minimise any possible 
health effects”. 

The smog already covers 
most of Malaysia. Brunet and 
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-people had already died, and 
that more than 32.000 were af- 
flicted with respiratory Alness- 
es caused by the smog. Many 
more deaths are anticipated. 

In Kuching, in the 
Malaysian province of Sarawak, 
schools, offices, factories and 
the international airport have 
been closed and* a state of 
emergency has been declared 
after daytime visibility was re- 
duced. to a few yards. An Air 
Pollutant Index (APT) of be- 
tween 100 and 200 is considered 
“unhealthy”, while anything 
between 300 and 500 is “haz- 
ardous”. In Kuching, it was 651 
yesterday, down from a record 
839 on Tuesday. 


Singapore, as well as parts of 
Papua New Guinea. Recently, 
south-western winds have dri- 
ven it as far as the Philippines: 
on the southern island of 
Palawan, fishermen have been 
confined to harbour by the re- 
duced visibility. 

The smoke is hampering 
efforts to bring relief to victims 
of a severe drought and food ' 
shortage affecting tribal people 
of New Guinea. Missionary 
planes carrying relief supplies 
have been unable to land in 
pans of the remote Indonesian 
province of Irian Jaya. where 
some 250 people have already 
died of starvation and cholera. 

Monsoon rains are desper- 


ately needed, to douse the 
flames and wash out the smog. 
The use of cloud-seeding 
planes to create rain has made 
a small difference over Kuala 
Lumpur, and the Malaysian 
government says it is now study- 
ing plans to spray water from 
the (op of tall buildings to dis- 
solve some of the pollutants. 

The region’s leaders have 
plenty else to preoccupy them, 
including a financial crisis 
which has caused their curren- 
cies and the stock exchange to 
plummet 'in value. 

Malaysia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister, Anwar Ibrahim, at- 
tending the World Bank and In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
meeting in Hong Kong, said for- 
eign fund managers had ex- 
pressed worries about the smog 
affecting the already unstable 
financial markets. 

Hundreds of cities and 
towns in developing countries 
now suffer pollution levels 
which are as bad or worse than 
the lethal “pea-souper" smogs 
that London and other big 
Western cities suffered before 
the 1960s. Millions of lives are 
shortened by heart and lung dis- 
ease as a result. 

While some developing 
countries, such as Mexico, have 
begun strenuous efforts to curb 
their pollution problems, the 
disaster in South-east Asia 
shows that air quality is now a 
cross-border problem. 

Countries in South-east 
Asia wAl have to co-operate and 
sign treaties to cut the overall 
burden of pollution and dean 
the air. as has been done in 
North America and Europe. 
Even Singapore, with relative- 
ly low pollution levels of its own 
and an income (eve! higher 
than that of the UK, has been 
unable to escape the fali-ouL 
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INDEX 


PEOPLE 


5/HEALTH NEWS 

A new b irLh-co uusclling organisation to rival the National Childbirth Thist 
is launched today. 

6/LIB DEM CONFERENCE 
7/MEDIA NEWS 

Private Eye readers have rallied to safeguard the finances of the satirical 
magazine after big newsagents banned it for publishing articles deemed 
inappropriate in the wake of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

8/NEWS 

Ministers have agreed that the annual change of number plates for cars 
will now lake place twice a year, in spring and autumn. 

13/EDUCATION NEWS 

France is to crack down on brutal initiation ceremonies at the country’s 
most prestigious schools as tales of torture and sexual assault embarrass 
bead teachers. 

15/CULTURE 

A West Country businessman has caused a storm by trying to patent the 
name of St Boniface, a local Saxon monk. He may well make a fortune 
since Boniface could become the patron saint of Europe. 

16/SUICIDE BOMBERS 

The Israelis have sealed off the village they believe to be the home of 
four suicide bombers who killed 20 people in Jerusalem. Patrick 
Coddrarn evaded the Israeli security ring in search of the bombers' fam- 
ilies 


EYE ON FRIDAY 


Nastassia Kinski: A sex 
goddess grows up 

U2 on tour in Sarajevo: A 
report from the front-line 

King Lean First night 



TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schSfings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 
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Italy (lira) 


Malta (pounds) 
•Netherlands (guilders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 


27G 

191.88 

0.6(4 

) 3.148 

1139 
282.8 
235.45 
1157 
1309 
267446 
15769 

Source Thames Cook 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In 1996 
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UPDATE 

SOCIETY 

Scottish prison branded a disgrace 

Scotland’s Larges: prison, which is running at 51 per cent over 
have been aiSed as a “national disgrace-, tai a 
terday. The chronic overcrowding at Glasgow s Barlmme Pnson was mgh- 
Kohtai by Clive fiuiweatiier, Chief Inspector of Prisons tor Scotiand. The 

Kaxrrt said the overcxowdmg was “pervading ahnost every part <rf the pnsMi 

audits regime" and that it bad “health and hygiene implications . 

He $ajd- “It is nothing short of a national disgrace that over the years 
so many have bad to endure the conditions resulting from the comaant - ,> 
mismatch created between the finite number of cells available and a bur- 

8B Ttep£n' hHpeSfSnted that more bail beds, supervised attendance 
orders, and community service orders, would ease the problem at the prison 

But governor Roger Houdiin said the report “misrepresented and ig- 
nored the facts". He argued: “I am not prepared ... simply to let go un- 
challenged a degree of licence with the facts that misrepresents the 
considera ble achievements of my staff in delivering a quality of service 
of which they and the public can be proud." 


Woman footballer ’humiliated’ in a male world 




A/07 - - L ' V 

t rf 


The male-dominated world of football came under 
fire for alleged sex discrimination yesterday as the 
Football Association faced its first industrial tribunal 
complaint from would-be coach Vanessa Hardwick. 
The 32-year-old PE teacher was refused an advanced 
coaching licence at the end of a course, but claims 
that former players from dubs like Liverpool and 
West Ham passed despite getting worse marks. She 
launched the potentially mould-breaking com- 
plaint after FA assessors branded her coaching skills 
“naive and schoolboy-tike.” 

Miss Hardwick, from Ickenham, west London, - 
is only one of three women to hold an intermedi- 
ate licence. She is an FA county coach for Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire and plays for Burnham 
Ladies. 

She needs an advanced licence to coach at the 
highest level, and wants to work in the US. “If s a 
male world dominated by men tellin g male jokes 
and I was excluded," she told the London North in- 
dustrial tribunal yesterday on the opening day of 
the Equal Opportunities Commission-backed case. 

“I felt and still feel humiliated by the failure. The . 


worst thing is the lack of women coaches and the 
. state of the women’s game." 

Elizabeth Slade, counsel for the FA, told the tri- 
bunal: “Those who go on this course want to coach ' 
football at a very hi gh level That includes coach- 
ing in the Premiership and for a national team. In 
order to obtain that licence, the highest standard 
of skill in practice needs to be demonstrated." 

KameshBahl, the EOCs chairwoman, said: “Wfe 
want to see fair play. We want women to have the 
same opportunity to participate in sport as men. ” 
Miss Hardwick told the tribunal that the course 
damaged her sdf-esteemand confidence. “The course 
was physically and emotionally demanding and not 
being one of the beys made it more intimidating and 
stressful- not being in with innuendoes and jokes. 
The case is-the second involving football. In 1995 
. the EOC backed a successful dann by Georgina 
Christ oforou, who wanted to become an assis tant 
r eferee, against the South East Counties Football 
League. Rugby, squash, boxing and pool have like- 
wise each been successfully sued by women. 

— Patricia Wyrm Davies 






Terry Marsh acquitted of student grant fraud 


Tfeny Marsh, the former champi- action as regards a breach of con- 
on boxer, emerged triunyfaanf^^deaitiatit^ , iiesafd^ t v - 
from a criminal trial for the Se c-. j '• hi 1990,Mr Marshwas cleared 
ond time yesterday ancf prompt- of attempting to murde r- hi s iar- 
ly invited the jury out 'for a mer promoter, Frank Warren, 
celebratory' drink. He began studying for his first de- 

Mr Marsh, 39, was acquitted gree while in prison on remand, 
at Southwark Crown Court of At this week’s trial, the pros- 
making a fraudulent application edition argued that Mr Marsh de- 
fer a university grant The jury liberately omitted from his 
took just 15 minutes to clear him application form the fact that he 
of furnishing false information to had received a grant for the ear- 
the London Borough of lower tier degree from Essex Council: 
Hamlets. But he told the jury that he had 

Mr Marsh, who stood down as believed that he was entitled to the 
a Liberal Democrat candidate, second grant of £9,428. When be 
because of the charges, said that realised his mistake, he contact- 
he intended to report the coun- ed the authority to point it out and 
cfl to the local government om- asked to take a Higher National 
budsman. “There could be a civil Diploma instead. 


TECH N OLOGY 

Self-destruct videos save return trip 

A new Digital Video Disc that self destructs after two days could put an 
end to the trek back to the video shop to return a film. Specially-designed 
■ -. video Tnariiinas will time the hi gh -tech discs as soon as they start to play 
and the film comes on. 

Once they reach the two-day limit, the disc automatically refuses to 
play and can be thrown away. 

The American-based Digital Video Express consortium (Divx) wonts 
to replace familiar video tapes with the limited-life discs. New Scientist 
reports this week. The two-day discs will cost less than £3 - almost five j. ■ 
times less thanthe Digital Video Discs which already exist. The new tech- cy- 
nology has been given a cautiouswelcome by the big film companies who 
fear' it will be easy to make pirate copies of films from the discs. So, to 
protect them against the threat, the films will all be scrambled and a spe- 
cial code will be needed to access them. 

TRAN SPORT 

RaiLfirms ‘put customers last* 


fonnance ancf too difficult for passengers to claim compensation forbad 
service, according to research published yesterday. 

And privatisation has not rid the industry of the “customers last" phi- 
losophy which allegedly dogged the nationalised British Rail, says the Con- 
sumers’ Association report Signal Failures - The Regulation of Rail. 

Author Phil Evans calls for a new Strategic Rail Authority to act as 
an industry watchdog, saying the Passenger's Charter which is supposed 
to protect consumers’ rights is seen by many as tittle more than a “pret- 
ty marketing tool”. The report calls for simplified complaints procedures 
and an increase in compensation levels to reflect more fairly the discomfort 
and inconvenience caused to passengers by overcrowding, ageing rolling 
stock and inaccurate fare and timetable infoimatioo. 

And it criticises the massive incentive payouts made by the rail regu- 
lators, which last year paid train companies f 133m more in bonuses for 
punctuality and reliability than it took from them in fines for poor per- 
formance. 
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Six months on, why 
am I kept waiting 
to conceive my dead 
husband’s baby? 


Diane Blood: *1 am fine but I haven't started treatment yet. I am going through the processes they require* 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Diane Blood’s treatment 
to conceive her dead 
husbands child has still 
not started more than 
six months after the 
historic court ruling 
allowing her to take his 
frozen sperm to a clinic 
in Belgium for in vitro 
fertilisation. Jeremy 
Lou ranee. Health Editor, 
spoke to her on the day 
the Government issued a 
consultation document 
on changing the law. 


This has been a difficult year for 
Diane Blood. The 33-year-old 
widow thought her battle for the 
right to bear her dead husband's 
child was won last February 
when the Appeal Court in ef- 
fect forced the Human Fertili- 
sation and Embryology Au- 
thority to allow her to seek 
fertility treatment abroad. 

But having persuaded the 
courts of the justice of her case 
she has since faced the equally 
difficult task of convincing the 
doctors in the Belgian fertility 
dinic where she is seeking treat- 
ment that it would be right to 
go-ahead. 

Yesterday, she was putting a 
brave face on the delay: “Every- 
thing is trundling along very 
slowly. I am fine and well and 
happy but 1 haven’t started 
treatment yet. 1 am going 
through the processes that they 
require in Belgium." She said 
the clinic, at the Free Univer- 
sity of Brussels, required pa- 
tients to undergo counselling 
before treatment began, as in 
Britain. 4r You do not have an au- 
tomatic right to treatment. The 


clinic decides whether to offer 
treatment taking account of 
the welfare of the child. It is up 
to the individual doctors to de- 
cide who they treat and who 
they don't. ! am still going 
through that process." 

Ms Blood was referred 10 the 
clinic by her doctor in Britain 
after the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority 
ruled that sperm taken horn her 
husband while he lay in a coma 
before he died from meningitis 
bad been removed without writ- 
ten consent and it would be 
against the law for her to use it 
for treatment in Britain. When 
she applied to export the frozen 
sperm to Belgium, the author- 
ity at first refused but later re- 
lented after intervention of the 
Appeal Court. 

At the time of the case, Paul 
De Vroey, clinical director of 
the Centre for Reproductive 
Medicine at the Brussels Free 
University, said there was no 
guarantee that Mrs Blood 
would be treated. He said she 
would be interviewed and 
would receive counselling and 
her request would then be con- 
sidered by the clinical team 
before going to the ethics com- 
mittee for the final decision. 

The case provoked wide- 
spread criticism of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority, which was accused of 
being “callous and pedantic", 
and the last government or- 
dered a review of the bw. Yes- 
terday, the first stage in that 
review, a consultation docu- 
ment setting out the options for 
change and their consequences, 
was published by the health de- 
partment At present the law re- 
quires written consent to the 
removal of gametes (spenp or 
eggs) and changing it would be 


more difficult than most people 
r ealis e, Sheila McLean, author 
of the review and professor of 
law and ethics in medicine at 
Glasgow University said yester- 
day. “When I started doing this. 
] did not realise hciw complex it 
would be. If the view at the end 
ctf the consultation period is that 
there should be a change then 
it would be possible to do but we 
would need to be very clear 
about what principles should op- 
erate and what interests we are 
trying to protect." 

Two bills were introduced 
following the Diane Blood case 
- one by the fertility pioneer 
Lord Winston - which sought to 
soften the rigid requirement for 
written consent by qualifying it 
with the word “usually” or “nor- 
mally". Both bills were later 
withdrawn but the report notes 
that they “would undoubtedly 
have had wider implications 
had they become Jaw." 

Yesterday Professor Mc- 
Lean said such an amendment 
would mean someone or some 
body would have to decide 
which conceptions were to he al- 
lowed to go ahead. “What tests 
would wc use to make that judg- 
ment and who would be au- 
thorised to make it?" she said 

The Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority yes- 
terday welcomed the review 
but warned against opening 
the door to cases which have 
been allowed in other countries 
such as the United States. 

A spokesman said: “In oth- 
er countries parents of children 
in their early teens who have 
been knocked down by a car 
have demanded and received 
their sperm or eggs for storage 
or future fertilisation. In this 
kind of case it is difficult to ar- 
gue that it is informed consent" 



Lawyers argue over 'blood 
money’ for Saudi nurses 
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Saudi Arabia’s 
ambassador reacted 
furiously yesterday to 
Britain’s criticism of the 
sentence of 500 lashes 
handed down to a nurse 
accused of murder. Steve 
Roggon says that while 
lawyers and politicians 
are turning up the heat, 
a second nurse accused 
of the killing awaits her 
fate. 

The British nurses accused of 
murdering a colleague in Sau- 
di .Arabia wen; caught in a fu- 
rious row over “blood money" 
yesterday as the diplomatic ar- 
gument over plans to flog one 
of them escalated . 

Lucille McLaueWan. 31. was 
mi led in prison by one of her 
lawyers and told of an Islamic 
court's decision to sentence 
her to 500 ladies and eight years 
Hi jail. Her co-accused Deborah 
Parry, 38, still awata news of her 
Fate, but claims lhai a lawyer s 
“trick" would make it impossi- 
ble for her to be beheaded 
were rejected last night by Is- 
lamic scholars. 

While lawyers for both sides 
were arguing, the Saudi am- 
bassador to Britain. Dr Ghazi 
AlgosaibL attacked criticism of 
his country’s justice system and 
those who sought to “demean" 
j, -\\v do not propose to 
change any country's judicial 
sxsiem and we w ill not ulkiw any 
country to change our system." 

he said. . _ , 

On Tuesday. Rohm Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, angered 
(lie Saudis by denouncing the 
threat of flogging as “w holly un- 
acceptable in the modern 

world". .. 

Foreign Office sources said 
diplomats were busy working in 
the background to defuse ten- 
sion Iwwwn Britain and Sau- 
di .Arabia in advance of Mf 
C',u»k's meeting with Prince 
Sami. the Saudi foreign minis- 
ter. in New York tomorrow. 


The blond money row began 
early yesterday after lawyers for 
both sides held a meeting in 
Adelaide. That concluded with 
a joint statement saying that 
both sets of Australian lawyers 

- those representing Frank Gil- 
ford. brother of the murdered 
nurse Yvonne Gilford, and 
those representing the accused 

- had agreed that Mr Gilford 
had not waived his rights to de- 
mand the death penally. Under 
Sharia law. only he can have the 
sentence commuted. 

The meeting was held in re- 
sponse to claims by Salah al-He- 
jailan. the muses' Saudi lawyer, 
that be had "tricked" Mr Gil- 
ford into waiving his rights by 
persuading him to enter into ne- 
gotiations over reparations, or 
blood money. 

“Linder Saudi law ... once 
you talk about money in any 
way. you cannot again talk 
about the death sentence," said 
Mr al-Hejailan. “He has signed 
an agreemeniwhichtswiththe 
British Commissioner in Aus- 
tralia. [Mr Gilford's] lawyers do 
not understand Saudi law. If you 
like, I have tricked them out of 
the option of a death penalty." 

He claimed that Mr Gilford 
and the nurses bad signed an 
agreement under which a trust 
fund would be set up in his sis- 
ter's name to establish a chil- 
dren's hospital and a further 
£2911,000 would be paid to Mr 
Gilford. Unconfirmed reports 
put the total package at 
£750.000. It is believed that a 
number of anonymous bene- 
factors have pledged the lion's 
share. 

Ms Gilford, 55, was stabbed 
13 limes, bludgeoned and suf- 
focated in her room at the 
King Fabd military medical 
complex in Dhahran last De- 
cember. 

A source in Mr al-Hejailan’s 
office in Saudi told The Inde- 
pendent that a copy of the Mood 
money agreement was being 
held there in a safe. 

However, the claims brought 
a swift and angry denial from 
Mr Gilford at his home in 





Frank Gilford, the victim’s 
brother, has not waived right 
to demand death penalty 


Jamestown, South Australia. A 
statement issued by Michael 
Abbott OC, and John Keen for 
Mr Gilford, and by Dick Whit- 
ing ton OC and Michael Burnett 
for the nurses, said: “Both par- 
ties confirmed that the com- 
ments attributed to Mr Salah 
Al-Hejailan (that Mr Gilford] 
had in any waived his rights as 
an heir under Saudi law were 
wrong ... Mr Gilford has not 
waived any rights be may have.” 

The British Consul in Aus- 
tralia refused to confirm that the 
commissioner was holding an 
agreement, although the For- 
eign Office in London said it 
had been aware of negotia- 
tions and had encouraged them. 

Mr al-Hejafian insisted that 
an agreement was in existence. 
However. Islamic scholars in the 
UK rejected his claims that it 
would render a death sentence 
impossible. Neither scholar 
would be named, but agreed ne- 
gotiations can continue until 
agreement is made or a death 
'sentence carried out. 


News of the latest develop- 
ments were passed to the two 
nurses yesterday by Michael 
Dark, Mr al-Hejailan ’s partner, 
at the Central Prison in 
Dammam. William Paley, the 
consul general, is expected to 
visit the women on Sunday, 
while Baroness Symons, 
minister for consular relations, 
spoke to both families yesterday. 
Ann and Stan McLauchian, 
from Dundee, were arranging 
to fly out to their daughter 
yesterday. 

The Saudi ambassador s out- 
burst came in response to Mr . 
Cdok’s comments, the reac- 
tion of the British media and ac- 
cusations levelled at the Saudi 
justice system by Labour’s Ann 
Gwyd, a long time campaign- 
er for human rights. 

Speaking on BBC Radio 4‘s 
Today programme, she said: 
’These extreme punishments 
are imposed after trials which 
everybody knows are not con- 
ducted m accordance with in- 
ternationally accepted judicial 
standards. 

“There are doubts, of 
course, that these women were 
guilty ... They made confesabns 
which apparently followed phvs- , 
ical and sexual assaults by po- : 
lice, and they were coerced 
into confessing.” ! 

Details of the women's sub- I 
sequent statements, withdraw- | 
ing fbeir confessions, were 
published m the Daily. Mail. Ms 1 
McLauchian spoke of being I 
ordered to undress, of her 
breasts being fondled and of be- 
ing slapped across the face. 
She said she was threatened 
wjih multiple rape and told 
she would be home “in two or 
three weeks" if she confessed to 
the killing. Ms Parry's experi- 
ence was s imilar . “I am told to 
remove my clothes or they 
would do it for me. I removed 
them and they surrounded me. 
One knelt down with his head 
just between my knees and re- 
moved some pubic hair with 
secsots. They said if I move they 
would cut me." 

Leading article, page ZO 
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There’s good news for anyone who wants to use the phone a bit more. BT’s 25% off Sale ... on extra calls. Your sale period 

starts from the first bill you receive after 1st October. Over the following three months you will get 25%, back from any 

* 

extra calls made over your average call bill. (You will receive a letter giving you details of your average bill.) This will 
count on top of the 25% discount von can get if you're a member of Friends ysr^ 

f It’s 


& Family and PremierLine. For details call 24hr Freefone 0800 222 444. 



p Its good to talk 


T PLIES TO RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS' DIRECT-DIALLED CALLS IN EXCESS OF AVERAGE CALL BILL SIZE. LIGHT USER SCHEME. PHEMIUM RATE, BT CHARGECARD. RING ME FREE. THREE WAY CALLING* CALLS AND rAi . * to U oo„ — — 

THE DAY TT 13 MADE. EXCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS. AND IS CREDITED AS A REBATE TO THE OUsVoMEH-S FIRST BILL A^TER Ibt MARCH^M * EXCLUDED. THE 25K IS OFF BT'S NORMAL PRICE FOR THE CALL ON 
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Doctors get 
help to make 
life and death 
decisions 
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Two out of three babies 
and children who die in 
paediatric, intensive care 
do so after treatment is 
withdrawn. ' 

Yesterday, the Royal 
College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health issued 
guidelines-to help 
doctors and parents 
make these agonising 
decisions. Jeremy Laura nee. 
Health Editor, 
investigates. 


Desperately HI children who 
would never' have survived a 
decade ago can now he kept 
alive as a result of advances in 
medical techniques. A survey by 
the Royal College of Paediatrics 
of premature babies bom at up 
to 25 weeks gestation found of 
those who were admitted to the 
neonatal unit but later died. 60 
per cent did so because care was 
withdrawn. 

Professor Neii McIntosh, 
chairman of the college's ethics 
advisory committee, said: 
“They would have been main- 
ly 22 and 23 week babies who 
were not offered care because 
the doctors believed the 
chances of good survival were 
wry poor. Babies of 25 weeks 
would be offered, care." 

fn older children treated in 
intensive care units. 60 per 
cent of those who die also do 
so after their care is withdrawn. 
To help in deciding when care 
should be withheld, the college 
issued a document yesterday 
setting out five situations in 
which" it might be appropriate 
to let the children die. 

These include children cer- 


tified ' as brain dead or in 
permanent vegetative state, 
whp do not react or relate to the 
outside world. Three other 
situations identified include: 

• the “no chance" situation in 
which the child has such severe , 
disease that continuing treat- 
ment merely.delays death with- 
out easing suffering. - 

• the “no purpose" situation in 
which survival is possible but 
the degree of physical or men- 
tal impairment is so great that 
“it is unreasonable to expect 
them to bear it. 

• the “unbearable situation” in 
which the child dr their family 
feel that in the face of pro- 
gressive and irreversible . ill- 
ness further treatment is more 
than can be borne. 

The report rites the exam- 
ple of a baby bom at 23 weeks 
weighing little more than lib 
who might be saved with weeks 
of intensive care but at high risk 
of severe mental and physical 
handicap. 

A second example given is 
that of a 1 0-year-old girl with 
leukaemia who is not re- 
sponding to treatment after a 
three-year struggle and whose 
parents deride that she has had 
enough. In a third, it is sug- 
gested that a teenager with 
muscular dystrophy who has no 
chance of surviving to adult- 
hood and who develops pneu- 
monia might he denied 
antibiotics and ventilation so he 
can die peacefully. 

Professor McIntosh said the 
report had taken over two years 
to produce and had been re- 
written more than ten times be- 
cause of the sensitivity of the 
issues. He said there was no es- 
caping the feet that doctors had 
lo make decisions about the 
quality of other people’s lives. 



Breast can be best: New mothers seeking advice on breastfeeding now have two charity organisations to turn to 


Photograph: David Rose 


Rival to National Childbirth Trust is formed 


A new organisation for 
breastfeeding 
counsellors is launched 
today. Its members aim 
to give independent 
advice to pregnant 
women in contrast, they 
claim, with the National 
Childbirth Trust from 
which they resigned two 
months ago over the 
charity's decision to 
accept sponsorship from 
the Sarnsbury . 
supermarket chain. . . 

Louse Jury investigates ' 
why the rival body has 
been set up. 


Around 70 women who were 
previously experienced breast- 
feeding counsellors with the 
National Childbirth Trust 
(NCT) are the founding mem- 
bers of the Breastfeeding Net- 
work. 

Many were among those 
who quit the NCT in July be- 
cause they felt compromised by 
its decision to accept spon- 
sorship from Sainsbuty's, 
which sells its own make of 
breast milk substitute. 

The rebels argued that ac- 
cepting the money from the 
only supermarket with its own 
brand of infant formula was an 
apparent endorsement which 
conflicted with their profes- 
sional duty to be impartial as 
laid down in "World Health 
Organisation guidelines. 


Catch our lowest 

ever standard 
Personal 
Loan rate* 7 



Discounted standard 
rate offer ends 
30 September 1997 

‘Advertised generally for 
Personal Loons other than with 
Advantage Premier and Gold. 

Moke o run for a NatWest Personal Loan j Don't miss it 
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Maty Braadfoot, from Glas- 
gow, a trustee and one of the 
founders of the new charity, 
said; “We believe that parents 
have the right to independent 
information about breastfeed- 
ing to enable them to make an 
informed choice as to how to 
feed their babies, and to be sup- 
ported in that choice. I think 
we've done the right thing." 

The Breastfeeding Net- 
work wffl offer information and 
support for breastfeeding 
mothers and will set up a pro- 
gramme to train more volun- 
teer counsellors. 

It will not accept support 
from any company which man- 
ufactures or distributes infant 
formula, feeding bottles or 
teats. The network is being 
funded by donations and sub- 


scriptions and plans to have lo- 
cal support groups across the 
country- Interested parties can 
join as associate members. 

“Businesses can make 
money from parents' choices 
about infant feeding - breast- 
milk substitutes, feeding bot- 
tles and teats all make money 
for someone, while breast- 
milk is free," Mis Broadfoot 
said. Another tiustee, Phyll 
Buchanan, from Wokingham, 
said: “We are working towards 
increasing awareness of cur- 
rent research on infant feed- 
ing. and also towards creating 
a society which affirms the 
right of all mothers to breast- 
feed their babies.” 

Andrew Radford, director 
of the Unicef UK Baby 
Friendly Initiative, said be 


welcomed the formation of the 
network, adding: “I twill enable 
stalled breastfeeding support- 
ers to continue their work 
with mothers.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
National Childbirth Ihisl. 
which has 600 breastfeeding 
counsellors and 300 trainees, 
said it looked forward lo work- 
ing alongside it the Breast- 
feeding Network. But she 
stressed that there had been a 
vote by NCT members to ac- 
cept Sainsbury’s sponsorship. 
“The NCT will not be associ- 
ated with a company name that 
is primarily associated in the 
public mind with formula milk. 
Until the recent publicity, few 
people would have beeD aware 
that Sainsbuty’s sell an own- 
brand product." she said. 


Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
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Ovaries taken 
out without 
woman’s 
knowledge 


A woman who bad an operation 
in a private hospital during 
which her ovaries were re- 
moved without her consent 
only found out when she went 
to pay the bill. 

Jackie Bartley noticed an 
item for bonnone replacement 
therapy and thought there must 
have been a mistake. She dis- 
covered that her surgeon, John 
Studd, one of the country's 
leading gynaecologists, had in- 
serted HKT pellets to take 
over the function of her miss- 
ing ovaries. 

Yesterday, Mr Studd, di- 
rector of the fertility unit at the 
private Lister hospital in Lon- 
don and a member of the coun- 
cil of the Royal College of 
Obstetricians, appeared before 
the General Medical Council 
accused of serious profession- 
al misconduct- 

The operation, carried out 
at the Lister hospital in 1992, 
had been for stress inconti- 
nence. Mrs Bartley had con- 
sented to a hysterectomy but 
not to the removal of her 
ovaries and the discovery of 
what the surgeon had done “left 
me feeling like a piece of 
meat,'’ she told the disciplinary 
hearing. 

Mr Studd said he had re- 
moved her ovaries after dis- 
covering she was suffering from 
thickenin g of the linin g of her 
womb. 

He denied that there was in- 
sufficient medical justification 
to remove her ovaries without 
her consent 

Mrs Bartley was awarded 
£32^00 in an out of court set- 
tlement in July 1995 after she 
sued Mr Studd. 

She told the hearing she had 

been upset and distressed when 
she discovered what had hap- 
pened and had angrily con- 
fronted Mr Studd. He had said: 
“Apart from being mad at me, 
how are you?" 

She said he apologised and 
said it was unforgivable he had 
not consulted her. 

— Jeremy Louronce 


If you reH your 
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When you have a problem, it's the 
most natural thing in the world to want 
to talk it through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: who's die best person 
to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a dose 
friend. But let’s face it, we don't always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
tftscreoon. Tell one person, and you may 
end up celling die world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
to talk go someone in your family. Then 
again, you may be one of die large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
great. But sometimes we don't want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That’s where The Samaritans tan be 
useful. We're more tflscroet than your 
best mate, we'll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and waVe as 
sympathetic as your family. We're also 
non- judgemental unshoekable. and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number b 0345 90 90 90, 
and you can e-mail us on 
Jo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at vwvw.samarhans.org. 
We're available 24 hours a day. every 
day of die year. 

And you don't have to be climbing 
up the wails before you call us — any 
kind of problem, big or small, is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. YbuH find weYe 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

The Samaritans 
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6/LIB DEM CONFERENCE 


Ashdown stands up 
for the new politics 




Liberal Democrats will 
have to compromise 
their purity and their 
policies, Paddy Ashdown 
warned his party 
yesterday. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, listened 
to a brave speech 
delivered by the leader 
at his party’s Eastbourne 
conference. 


The political prizes of contin- 
uing constitutional change 
could only be won if the Liberal 
Democrats were prepared to 
take risks, to get involved in the 
“historic game” of working 
with others, Mr Ashdown told 
his parly in the keynote con- 
ference speech. 

Defying the carping of crit- 
ics who dislike any hint of 
“cosying up” with Labour, Mr 
Ashdown won strong applause 
for a firm line folded into the 
traditional attacks on Labour 
and the Tories. But the biggest 
cheer of the speech went to a 
passage which he promised to 
maintain the attack against 
Labour government spending 
cuts “that will fall on our 


schools and our hospital and 
our public services this winter”. 

Pointing out that it had 
been the liberal Democrats 
who had highlight ed the “black 
bole” in government spending, 
there was a roar of approval 
when Mr Ashdown added “and 
wc will continue to do it day af- 
ter day after day”. 

However, the reassurance 
that the Liberal Democrats 
would maintain critical inde- 
pendence and distinctive ideas 
prepared the ground for the 
main message of the day and 
the week - the. need to co- 
operate with Labour, and break 
“the destructive tribalism” of 
British politics. 

“Part of our mandate from 
May,” he said “was to create a 
new style of politics - a more ra- 
tional and constructive style of 
politics. Wfe have called it con- 
structive opposition. 

“Cajoling, influencing, shap- 
ing but, yes if necessary vigor- 
ously opposing where the 
government is wrong, but work- 
ing with them where we agree 
and where it is in the nation’s 
interest 

“Where we should co- 
operate, we will do so whole- 
heartedly. But where we must 


oppose, we will do so un- 
flinchingly. 

“Here is my prayer for the 
Parliament ahead. May we have 
the power to oppose what we 
must oppose - the courage to 
support what we must support 
- and the wisdom to know the 
difference; 

“Yes, ft is sometimes easier 
to shout than to talk; to trade 
insults than to shake hands; to 
confront than to converse. But 
we if we are to make a newstart 
in Britain we must tread the 
more difficult path. 

“If the Prime Minister is se- 
rious, as I believe he is, about 
changing the culture of our pol- 
itics, I will work with him on 
that. Because that is the way we 
can make a difference, just as 
we said we would.” 

Mr Ashdown warned that all 
was not going to be plain sail- 
ing. “No doubt we shall not al- 
ways agree with every detail of 
the Government's proposals 
on constitutional reform and no 
doubt, not everything we do 
agree will match every dotted 
T and cross *f of every liber- 
al Democrat policy. And, that 
may mean compromises. And 
I will find that as tough as any 
of you.” That passage of the 



Paddy Ashdown; ‘Part of our mandate from May was to create a more traditional and constructive style of politics’ 


speech was received in com- 
plete silence, but Mr Ashdown 
said the party could not play 
safe. “Complacency, self satis- 
faction, timidity. These are the 
traps. An excessive concern 


for our own purity. An inabil- 
ity to distinguish the trivial 
from the vitaL A natural desire 
for a quiet fife. If because of 
these, we fail to play our part 
in the changes which are now 


happening, then our successes 
on May 1 could just as easDy be, 
not a triumphant breakthrough, 
but a mere footnote of history 
- an event which appeared re- 
markable at the time bat which 


in the end, changed nothing. 1 
am utterly determined that 
that does not happen.” 

The leader told the repre- 
sentatives that he was a Liber- 
al Democrat and could never be 



*--• — l Ph*» urn, c*<k* pHatcD l - J — ■*— — - 1 ' J ‘ A .it. 


f ?* 1 




-• — 1 1 <f-— — -Imfi 1 Tmrfroiiti m " J [ffli lnlmHU iminnT t u»n 

Bnagt^aapoom ino poriurf may tt* J-op * lb. Pr** qrohd i^n k? ipKfopfen dnetfea .rU n-— ■< . « ■■ . 


Delegates vote to take 
the fight to Labour 


Despite their leader's 
call for closer 
co-operation with the 
Government, delegates 
put themselves at odds 
with the Bjair project. 
Fran Abrams examines the 
P°ficy gap 


In two debates that came after 
Paddy Ashdown urged 
representatives to move 
forward constructively with the 
Government, the conference 
voted to continue opposition to 
Labour. 

First came a discussion of 
the Government’s plans for a 
devolved London authority 
headed by an elected mayor. 
Although the Liberal Democ- 
rats want a new London gov- 
ernment they voted to continue 
to campaign against a mayor. 


They passed a motion 
calling for full proposals to be 
published in a bill before a 
planned referendum, for 
greater powers for the new 
body and for opposition to the 
mayor. 

Paul Farthing, who is a 
councillor in London and who 
moved the motion, said the city 
needed regional government 
but not of Labour s kind. 

“The presidential style 
model proposed by Labour 
risks the paralysis of 
government we often witness 
between the president of the 
United States and Congress. 
Forget strong government, 
forget weak government. I want 
a effective government,” he 
said. 

Representatives later beard 
that the “Est” system of pro- 
portional representation pro- 
posed for tire Scottish and 
Welsh parliaments - in which 
some candidates are directly 


Thorpe returns from 
the wilderness 


Jeremy Thorpe; the disgraced former 
Liberal Party leader, was given a rousing 
reception when he appeared at the 
conference yesterday. 

Mr Thorpe, who is suffering from 
Parkinson's Disease, made what was 
believed to be his first conference 
appearance for nearly 20 years. 

• He came to hear Paddy Ashdown’s 
speech and took his seat in the auditori- 
um at Eastbourne shortly before lunchtime. 

He rose to his feet as be was introduced 
by the platform and clasped his bands to- 
gether above his head to acknowledge the 
cheers of delegates, some of them giving 
him a standing ovation. 

The former Liberal leader nodded and 
applauded with others through Mr Ash- 
down’s speech and rose to his feet with the 
rest of those in the hall at the end. 

Mr Thorpe stood down as Liberal 
leader in 1976 after a series of allegations 
about hs private fife. He was acquitted at 
die Old Bailey in 1979 after being charged 
with conspiracy to murder. 

Mr Thorpe appeared briefly on the cam- 



Jeremy Thorpe: Rousing reception 


paign trail with Mr Ashdown in the South 
West of England in 1992, but he has made 
few political appearances since his acquittaL 

A spokesman for Mr Ashdown said: 
“The party had a long, hard climb back 
from die wilderness years in the 1940s and 
1950s and the contribution of Jo Grimond, 
Jeremy Thorpe and David (now Lord) Steel 
to that climb back has been immense. 

“Jeremy Thorpe’s leadership at that time 
was tremendously inspirational and so the 
party is very pleased to see him here.” 


Call for all-party effort to save NHS 


Conditions in hospitals are 
bound to worses this winter as 
a deficit in the health service 
deepens, the Liberal Democrat 
conference was told yesterday. 

Simon Hughes," the party’s 
health spokesman suggested 
the overspend could rise to 
£800m this year from around 
£700m last year. He called for 
health professionals, Tbries and 
Labour Party members to join 
a standing conference aimed at 
finding solutions to the crisis. 

Although other estimates 
put lower figures on the short- 
fall - the NHS Confederation 
suggested it might be £600m to 


£7Q0tn - Mr Hughes said only 
collaboration could solve it. 

“There is one coalition that 
the British people want politi- 
cians to sign up to now. A coali- 
tion to secure the future of the 
NHS,” be said, referring to re- 
ports that Liberal Democrats 
ndght be moving towards a 
pact with Labour. 

Dr Evan Hams, another 
member of the party’s health 
team, said Labour bas missed 
opportunities to put an extra 
£700ra into the health service 
since the election. Putting the 
proceeds of the abolition of sub- 
sidies on private health insur- 


ance into the health service 
along with extra tobacco taxes 
would have saved more than 
£300m, be said. 

Plans to charge tuition fees 
would drain money from the 
service in bursaries. 

An outbreak of flu or a 
spell of cold weather would 
cause more prohlems for hos- 
pitals this winter, he said. 

“Are our hospitals forced to 
count on sudden global warm- 
ing? Or is the Labour party nav- 
igating this country's health 
service up a creek and throw- 
ing out the paddle.- he asked. 

— Fran Abrams 


.. . V 



f 


.‘i 


:# 




\p 


1 

.e 

/ 


Photograph: David Rose 


anything else. “But love this 
parly as I do. I don't believe dial 
just because we wear the same 
team colours, all that wc say is 
always right and all that others 
say is always wrong.” 


elected and others are chosen *** 
by parties on a proportional 
basis - would be unfair. 

The government’s proposed 
electoral commission should 
be told by the Liberal 
Democrats that any new 
proportional system should be 
by Single Transferable Vole, in 
which losers' votes arc 
redistributed. 

Adrian Collett, Liberal De- 
mocrat leader on Hampshire 
County Council, said electoral 
deals would be done in “smoke- 
filled rooms” under Labour's 
plans. 

“Either we mean what we 
said for all these years that 
electoral reform is about 
making our democracy 
meaningful again, about 
putting it into the hands of the 
people,” he said, “...or we are 
just the self-seeking bunch of 
political cynics thaL our 
opponents in the media always % 
said we were.” 
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‘Private Eye’ 
readers go 
undercover 
over Diana 



Britain’s best-known 
satirical magazine was 
pulled from newsagents’ 
shelves when it attacked 
the reaction of press and 
public to the death of 
Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Paul McCann 
reveals how readers are 
trying to ensure it can 
continue to speak out. 


Postal subscriptions to Private 
Eye have doubled following 
the b anning of the magayin^ by 
newsagent chains in Lhe after- 
math of the death of Diana, 
Princess of Whies. 

Readers seeking to make 
sure they can get the magazine 
in future, no matter what it 
prints, are lining up for home 
delivery while others have do- 
nated thousands of pounds be- 
cause they are worried that its 
loss of sales on Lhe ‘'Diana” is- 
sue could jeopardise its future. 

The magazine’s editor, Ian 
Hislop, estimates that one- 
third of the magazine's usual 
18GJOOO sales were lost because 
of the censorship by news- 
agents, but be is returning 
readers' cheques “because 
• things aren't quite that bad”. 

Three days after the 
Princess's death. Private Eye's 
front cover targeted what it saw 
as the public’s hypocrisy in 
buying newspapers that they 
were then blaming for her 
death. 

The magazine’s famous 
“speech-bubble” cover showed 
crowds outside Buckingham 
Palace trying to get hold of a 
newspaper containing pictures 
of Diana’s crashed car. 

This was deemed "inappro- 
priate" by the large T&S Stores 
and Alldays retail chains which 
banned the magazine outright. 
WH Smith first pulled the mag- 
azine then allowed their indi- 
vidual managers to decide 
whether or not to sell the Eye 
or to keep it under a counter 
out of sighL 

“We pointed out to Smiths 
that they had been making 
money from selling tabloids 


printing pictures of Diana just 
hours before her death,” said 
Mr Hislop. “So it was rather 
hypocritical of them not to put 
the Eye on their shelves. The 
fact is that is that this supposed 
deep grief expressed itself in 
terms of self-righteousness." 

“We’ve doubled the usual 
number of subs [subscriptions] 
we sell in the two weeks since 
the banned issue,” added Mr 
Hislop. “Because it is the only 
way to ensure that you get 
yoiir copy.” 

The magazine also ran a bit- 
ing leader from its fake news- 
paper, the “Daily Gnome”, 
apologising on behalf of the 
British press for having in the 
past portrayed Diana as: “A neu- 
rotic, irresponsible and manip- 
ulative troublemaker,” and that 
the press only realised after her 
death that she was, “in fact the 
most saintly woman who has 
ever lived”. The “Daily Gnome” 
leader column expressed the 
British press's “sincere and 
deepest hypocrisy”. 

The Eye has received an 
“enormous” amount of post be- 
cause of its Diana issue with 
some correspondents accusing 
the magazine of being “gross- 
ly offensive” and worse. But the 
magazin e insists that the posi- 
tive letters have outweighed the 
negative by ten to one. 

“There was a range of tar- 
gets on offer in that issue,” said 
Mr Hislop. “Wie took on the 
hypocrisy of the public, which 
was risky. But most of it was the 
overwhelming bilge being 
pumped out by the media.” 

Private Eye was removed 
from a small number of 
newsagents in the early 
Ninettes for running the head- 
line: “The Fuck Stops Here” 
when President Bill Clinton's 
sexual fidelity first became a 
political issue. 

An entire issue was once 
pulped on the instructions of 
lawyers working for Lord 
Parkinson, the current chairman 
of the Conservative Party. 

Private Eye later managed to 
overturn the injunction and 
ran Lord Parkinson on the 
front cover with *Tve stopped 
the buggers printing” coining 
out of his mouth. 









Privacy code puts 
new curb an press 


Newspaper editors have 
agreed extensive 
changes to rules 
covering their behaviour 
because of the 
paparazzi’s involvement 
in the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. 

Paul McCann looks at 
how the famous, the 
Royal and the humble 
will get more protection. 


The sight of a media scrum 
swarming around someone in 
Lhe eye of a publicity storm 
should become a thing of the 
past after a review of the rules 
of conduct for journalists in the 
aftermath of the death of Di- 
ana. Princess of Wales. 

New regulations on harass- 
ment and privacy will be an- 
nounced today by Lord 
Wake ham, chairman of the 
Press Complaints Commission. 

They are expected to indude 

a formal definition of harass- 
ment that will allow the PCC 
to damp down on publications 
whose staff take part in “col- 
lective harassment which is not 
justified by the nature of the 

event”. , 

The stricter harassment de- 
finition is designed to prevent 
the kind of paparazzi tactics 
that played a part in the death 
of the princess. 

It is understood that some 

editors have cold Lord Wake ;j 

ham that th«^ were conwrned 

that the new rules should not 
allow MB to escape the at- 

centions of investigative, jour- 
nalists by crying “harassment 


if they have something in their 
personal or financial affairs to 
hide. 

Also to be included is an ex- 
tension of the restriction which 
bars 1 photography of individu- 
als in private places to areas 
such as churches and restau- 
rants “where individuals might 
reasonably expect a degree of 
privacy”. 

These exclusions are de- 
signed to tighten the current 
rules about reporters and pho- 
tographers intruding on people 
during times of “shock and 
grief”, particularly funerals. 

The new regulations for the 
public are on top of agreements 
reached by newspaper editors 
not to intrude on the lives of 
Princes William and Harry up 
to and past their 16th birthdays. 

The changes to Lhe code of 
conduct, which have been de- 
scribed as the most extensive 
in the history of the PCC, were 
agr eed at a full meeting of 
the co mmiss ion in London yes- 
terday. 

Sir David English, editor-in- 
chief of the Daify Mail, said: 
“We have to review everything 
in the light of what's happened 
in the last month. 

“I think the media does re- 
spond to public opinion because 
the media is commercial and to 
a large extent the public have 
the power to make the media 
do what they want.” 

• The Broadcasting Standards 
Commission has called on 
broadcasters and politicians to 
rethink the balance between 
freedom of speech and public 
offence after a British Nation- 
al Party election broadcast 
brought complaints from 76 
viewers. 


Sitting pretty: Private Eye editor Ian Hislop is to return thousands of pounds in donations sent by readers after the magazine was pulled off newsagents 1 shelves Photograph: Tom PSkton 
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A : faith with your mortgage. 




Make sure it's fixed. 
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VBS&m 





You know the feeling., you're desperate to do it 
but can't quite push yourself over the edge. You 
don't want to take the plunge for fear of interest 
rates jumping around, and all of a sudden bang 
goes next year’s trip to New Zealand which 
you've been planning for months. 


ALLIANCE 
LEICESTER 

iitto ://w w w. aliiance-leicester.co.uk 


An Alliance & Leicester mortgage is anything 
but a leap into the unknown. The rate will be 
fixed at 6.25w ( 7.1 % APR : until I September 
2000 'ioius a valuation refund). So drop into your 
local branch or call 0800 412 214 to find out 
more in 7 CT matron. I in s n phone the travel aoent. 
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Union leaders push for 
higher minimum wage 


After* more than a decade of 
agonising, the high command 
of the trade union movement 
yesterday decided that it 
would demand a national 
minimum wage of ‘somewhat 
more than £4 an hour’. 

Barrie Clement, Labour Editor, 
discloses the contents of the ■ 
first significant 'bid 1 set to go 
before the Low Pay 
Commission. 


With days to go before the Labour Party 
conference, ministers were yesterday urged 
by union leaders to set the national mint- 
mum wage at least 5Gp an hour higher than 
they envisage. Members of the Trades 
Union Congress's executive committee yes- 
terday approved a confidential paper call- 
ing for a rate of more than £4 an hour. 

The paper, which will now go before the 
TUCs ruling general council urges an “in- 
cremental approach to the elimination of 
low pay", which suggests that the initial rate 
should' only be a starting point and it should 
increase in relative and absolute teems over 
time. The TUC is due to give oral evidence 
on 14 October to the Low Pay Commis- 
sion. set up by the Government to advise 
on the rate. It assumes that the minimum 
will be introduced in late 1998 or early 1999. 


An amendment to go before next 
week's party conference in Brighton call- 
ing for £4.42 an hour is likely to be air- 
brushed from the agenda by a leadership 
anxious to avoid being tied to any figure. 
The decision by the TUC is therefore po- 
tentially embarrassing for Labour leaders. 

Yesterday, senior union leaders ex- 
pressed their disapproval of a draft pre- 
pared by Congress House officials calling 
for a wage set at “around £4 an hour" and 
insisted that it be inflated to “somewhat 
more than £4 an hour'. The change was 
made in deference to some powerful af- 
filiates, such as public-service union Uni- 
son, which are calling for a rate set at half 
male median earnings calculated at £4.42. 

The TUC asserts that a £4 minim um 
would save £3 80m in state benefits paid to 
those in work. Over the Last two years the 
£4 figure has been a target for unions in 
negotiations with employers. 

There should be “a generally accepted 
notion of what constitutes a fair wage”, the 
paper argues and commends the half 
male median earnings formula. It accepts, 
however, that it can be calculated to pro- 
duce a figure of £3.65, £3.95 or £44.42 an 
hour. The paper considers that the rate 
should apply to earnings and not to basic 
wages to take into account piece-work pay. 

The paper is silent on whether there 
should be a lower rate for trainees or for 
younger workers, although the Low Pay 
Commission has been asked by ministers 
to consider the matter. It says the minimum 
should apply to “all workers no matter what 
their status may be”. 







Farmyard Kerry; Garry Williams, a shepherd in Norfolk, moving his flock of Hebridtan sheep from an island on the Hkkttng 
Broad to fresh mainland grazing Photograph: Brian Harris 
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First-born 
boys for 
older dads 


Ageing sugar daddies seeking a 
male heir for their fortune 
should get hitched pronto to 
that young popsie. British sci- 
entists have found that women 
who marry men much older 
than themselves haw a greater 
chance of having a boy ns their # 
first child. “The age difference 
between parents predicts the sex 
of the first child," said John 
Manning and colleagues at the 
School of Biological Sciences at 
the University of Liverpool. 

A study of 30i families, 
with age differences ranging 
from husbands 15 years older 
to nine years younger than 
their wives, found that where 
the husband is younger, or up 
to five years older, a daughter 
is the likeliest first child. On av- 
erage, men are two years old- 
er than their wives. 

The researchers are 
stumped for the reason: “Wc 
don't know why, but that is the 
case in our data." said Profes- 
sor Manning. Certainty, some 
maternal effect does exist. Stud- 
ies in the Forties and Fifties 
found that after war and peri- 
ods of hardship, when the age 
difference in marriages tends to 
increase, more boys are bom. 

— Owrfes Arthur 



Hanged man’s case reviewed after 45 years 


A man who was hanged 45 
years ago for allegedly slitting 
the throat of a shopkeeper is to 
have his case re-examined by 
the Court of the AppeaL 
The move follows years of 
campaigning by the family of 
Mahmood Mattan, in particu- 
lar his widow Laura. 

Mattan, a Somali se aman . 
from the Tiger Bay area of 
Cardiff, was hanged in 1952 for 
the murder of lily Volpert - • 
Mrs Mattan’ssolidtoissaid 
yesterday that it is “beyond be- £ 
lief that Mr Mattan was exe- .. 
cuted. 


Miss Volpert, a shopkeeper, 
was found with her throat cut 
and between £100 and £200 was 
missing. Mattan’s trial lasted 
three days and the jury was out 
for little more than 90 minutes. 
He was executed seven weeks 
after his conviction. . 

He was convicted on the 
identification evidence of one 
witness and one piece of 
“forensic’’ evidence: blood on 
one shoe. The witness main- 
tained that Mattan had left the 
shop at 8pm at the iatesL-But 
even Miss "VbJperfs family Vere 
sure that she was still alive at 


8.05 to 8.10pm. The man was 
described as being 5ft lOin, with 
a gold tooth, no hat or coat, 
aged 30 to 40 and wearing a 
brown suit. Mattan was 5ft Sin 
and aged 29. He had no gold 
tooth and bad worn a dark over- 
coat that night 

The blood was a few tiny 
specks on a secondhand shoe. 
It was not tested forensicalty. 

The Criminal Cases Review 
Commission has referred the 
case to the Court of Appeal 
which cquki posthumously dear 
Mattan of the murder. 

— Jason flennetto 


Motor industry agrees number plates change 


The August rush for new car 
numberplates looks to be over, 
and ministers have agreed with 
the motor industry that the 
costs of selling 25 per cent of 
all vehicles in one month are 
excessive. 

The Government is to move 
to a system under which the let- 
ter of the alphabet that indicates 
the year of registration will be 
changed every six months. Once 
those letters are exhausted, the 


administration plans to intro- 
duce a new system -also based 
on a six-monthly change. The 
changes will take effect from 
September next year, contingent 
on approval from the motor in- 
dustry. The new registration 
plates would be the biggest 
change in the system since the 
present regime came into effect 
in 1963. 

The industry has long com- 
plained that the once-a-year 


' switch is a commercial night- 
mare, creating a patchy cash 
flow and large storage costs. 

The present series of letters 
is due to end in 2004, if not 
sooner. Alternatives include 
systems based on geographical 
areas, and a combination of age 
and area identifiers, or, regis- 
tration numbers which would 
remain with the owner rather 
than with the vehicle. 

— Randeep Ramesh 


NORTHERN ROCK 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
FOR NORTHERN ROCK BUILDING SOCIETY 
SHARE AND DEPOSIT ACCOUNT CUSTOMERS. 

The following amendments to all of Northern Rock Building Society’s 
(the “Society") share and deposit account terms and conditions will 
take effect on the date (the “Vesting Date") on which the Society’s 
business is transferred to Northern Rock pic: 

1. the Rales of the Society will cease to apply; and 

2. the Northern Rock General Investment Conditions (as amended 
from time to rime) will be deemed to be incorporated in the terms 

. and conditions of all Northern Rock pic investment accounts as at 
the Vesting Date. 

Notes 

1. Investor? in the Society's share and deposit accounts will become 
depositors in Northern Rock pic from the Vesting Date - which is 
expected to be 1 October 1997. 

2. The Northern Rock General Investment Conditions are available 
on requestfrom Northern Rock, T and C Request, Investment 
E^nmes, Northern Rock House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne 

3 ‘ * 7 G / er T' I " VeS . t 7 enr Conditions, which were set out on pages S4 

17 f mdUSI ^°i rhe Sociecy ’ s Transfer Document dared 
17 February 1997 have been amended as follows^ 

b ChZ de u leti0n ° fthe r d “ holder ” in the ■« line; and 

in ~ ,nSerQOn ° f rhe “ a nd NR pl c agrees" 

m the first line. In addition, certain other non-material * 

amendments have been made to the General Investment Conditions 
which were set out in the Transfer Document 


northern rock 

Northern Rack MiHin* Society Principal Nanhm M „ 

tOMnrih. Nrvrcjsilc upon Tynu NH •tf’L. 
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Barriers break as Britain embraces upward mobility 


Class distinctions may exist but 
are not a block to reaching the 
top, according to a report. 

Michael Streeter looks at the 
debate over whether family 
background still matters In 
Britain. 


Last year the distinguished economist 
Lord Bauer and the editor of the Specta- 
tor magazine, Frank Johnson, nominated 
an earl for membership of the Garrick 
Club. Here were two low-born men - one 
the immigrant son of a Hungarian book- 
maker, Che other son of a pastiy chef -back- 
ing the blue-blooded Earl of Onslow for 
entry to one of the country's most exclu- 
sive establishments. 

Mr Johnson recalls the impact it bad on 
his friend. “I remember Peter [Lord 
Bauer] saying, l how can people believe this 
is a class-driven society when two oiks like 
us nominate the Earl of Onslow for the 
Garrick T" 

The outcome was that Lord Bauer dust- 
ed down a 20-year-old pamphlet on British 
society and today publishes the updated 
version called “Class on the Brain", a brief 
study of social mobility. 

Its theme is simple. Differences of class 
may still permeate British life but they are 
not - and he claims, rarefy have been -bar- 
riers to social advancement. Moreover, 
Lord Bauer cl aims that widespread ac- 
ceptance of the “misconceptions’’ about 
class has itself harmed society and social 
mobility by encouraging damaging policies. 

In his introduction, Lord Bauer says: 




Rich pickings: Metvyn Bragg, bur left, 
Ann Gloag and John Birt have all 
risen to the top from humble origins 


“The [restrictive and divisive class] system 
is supposed to be a major barrier to eco- 
nomic progress in Britain and also a sig- 
nificant source of justified social discontent. 
This is untrue." 

lb back his argument, he gives exam- 
ples of numerous people from “modest” 
backgrounds who have achieved much in 
fields such as commerce, the Civil Service, 
politics, education, the media and the 
church. 

In the media, the pamphlet rites the 
John Birt, director-general of the BBC who 


was bom in Bootle into a family of dock- 
ers, and Mdvyn Bragg, author, radio pre- 
senter and director of London Weekend 
Television, who Lord Bauer describes as 
being brought op “in the family pub" in 
Wigton, Cumberland. 

Examples from the world of commerce 
include Joseph Lewis - described as 
Britain’s richest man after making a for- 
tune in currency dealing - who was bom 
and brought up in an East End pnb; New- 
castle multi-millionaire Sir John Hall, the 
son of a miner; Ann Gloag, a former muse 


who co-founded the bus and train company 
Stagecoach; and Mark Dixon, son of an en- 
gineer, who left school at 16 to sell ham- 
burgers and later founded Regus, now the 
world’s largest provider of serviced offices. 

Lord Bauer also refers to the relative- 
ly bumble origins of -prime ministers 
Harold Wilson, James Callaghan, Margaret 
Thatcher, and John Major. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, is the sot 
of a hospital porter, while among the “elite" 
‘ of the Civil Service the Permanent Sec- 
retary at the Treasury, Sir Tference Burns, 


was bom in a council house in a pit vil- 
lage. Lord Bauer also quotes the results 
from a study last year in which 52 per cent 
of a sample group had “moved class” in 
their lifetime. 

The thrust of the pamphlet, published 
by the Centre for Policy Studies, sits un- 
easily with a book to be published next 
month called A Class Act, the Myth of 
Britain 's Classless Society by Andrew Ado- 
nis and Stephen Pollard. This describes 
the emergence of a new “super class", an 
elite grouping “divorced” from the rest of 


society by “wealth, education, values, res- 
idence and lifestyle". 

However, the aulhors appear to square 
the circle with Bauer’s thesis by admitting 
that this class has emerged in an “open" 
society where social mobility abounds. 

The “superclass" concept coincides with 
the views of historian and writer Sir Roy 
Strong - himself mentioned in the pam- 
phlet - who regards the new Labour elite 
as its embodiment. “The Blairs are a 
monument to this new Establishment 
class.” Sir Roy. who believes the impact of 
old-style class is waning, recalled an inci- 
dent when he had applied for work at a mu- 
seum. “I put down my father's occupation 
as commercial traveller. Someone told me 
not to, and instead put ‘businessman’. At 
that time one felt very humble, and mu- 
seums were incredibly class-bound. Bui I 
don’t think that would happen now.” 

Marie Dixon, head of Regus, believes 
class does exist but provides “obstacles" 
rather than barriers. “If you have no con- 
tacts or education you just have to start 
from scratch and do it all yourself, but tfyat 
can help - it makes you better at opening 
doors. “And if you come from the bottom 
you have nothing to lose - and every move 
you make is a step up." 

• Gass on the Brain -The Cost of a British 
Obsession; Centre for Policy Studies; 57 
Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QL; £7.50 


Guilty as charged: the price 
of talking Brummie 


The right of silence 
under police questioning 
takes on a whole new 
meaning as a result of 
research which shows 
that one regional accent 
can influence official 
perception of guilt or 
innocence. Richard Smith 
reports on bad news for 
West Midland folk. 


Simpfy speaking with a Birm- 
ingham accent makes it more 
than twice as likely that a sus- 
pect will be fingered for a 
crime, according to researchers. 

The findings have been 
made by three psychology lec- 
turers from Worcester College 
of Higher Education who hired 
male actors to reproduce police 
interviews with suspected 
armed robbers and cheque 
fraudsters. 

The actors used the Birm- 
ingham - or “Brummie" - ac- 
cent and standard accents for 
the test and the suspect’s guilt 
was judged by 119 students.’ 

The results showed a bigger 
bias against Brummie accents 
than was the case with differ- 
ences in race. 

"The Brummie suspect was 
regarded as less intelligent, 
more likely to be poor and 
working-class and less socially 
competent.” said Berenice 
Mahoney. 



Berenice Mahoney: ‘People 
are willing to use prejudice’ 


Someone with a Brummie 
accent was more than twice as 
likely to be convicted of the 
crime than a suspect with a stan- 
dard accent 

“Past research has tended to 
find that people who use re- 
gional accents are frequently 
seen as more friendly, warm and 
kind. But we didn’t even find our 
Brummie was regarded in that 
way. The Brummie accent does 
come out particularly badly,” 
said Dr Mahoney. 

“Accents like Geordk and 
Mancunian seem to come out 
quite well but the Brummie has 
tended to stay along the bottom 
... It's all to do with power and 
what’s regarded as- sod ally ac- 
ceptable. What we found quite 


startling was that people are 
w ilting to . . .'exercise their prej- 
udices even when something as 
important as criminal guilt is in- 
volved.” 

Dr Mahoney warned: “This 
was a preliminary study and the 
results should be treated with 
caution. But it would be naive 
of us to think this is not.hap- . 
pening with, magistrates, police 
officers and jurore involved in 
the legal process. The extent to 
which it is happening is one of 
the things we need to establish. 

“It’s just another example of 
a prejudice we need to tackle. 
I don’t think there is an easy so- 
lution but at least if people are 
aware it exists there is a chance 
of re-educating those involved 
in these decisions.” 

This is the first research in 
Britain linking regional accents 
with possible bias in the legal 
system. 

John Dixon, one of Dr Ma- 
honey’s co-research ers, carried 
out a similar study in South 
Africa three years ago which 
found that someone using are- 
gjonal dialect was more Kkefy to 
. be convicted of a blue-collar 
crime. But the results of the 
Worcester survey showed the 
Brummie accent was equally 
likely to be blamed for the 
white-collar cheque fraud as the 
blue-collar aimed robbeiy. 

The survey's findings will be 
presented at a British Psycho- 
logical Society conference in 
Cambridge next week. 
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Courts martial 
system in breach 
of human rights 

Britain’s system of courts martial was 
condemned for a second time yesterday by 
the European Court of Human Rights. 

But the Strasbourg judges’ refusal to 
award compensation lo RAF officer Paul 
Coyne could deter hundreds more poten- 
tial complainants from pressing claims in 
the future. 

Mr Coyle’s case was the latest in a se- 
ries of appeals by former service person- 
nel in the wake of a ruling in February that 
the courts martial system - essentially tri- 
al by superior officer rather than inde- 
pendent adjudicator - broke article 6 of the 
European Convention of Human Rights, 
which guarantees the right to a fair triaL 

The UK moved swiftly to reform the sys- 
tem, implementing changes in the 1996 
Armed Forces Act in April. There are like- 
ly to be sighs of relief within the Ministry 
of Defence. Despite the reforms the MoD 
had feared multiple compensation claims. 

In yesterday’s ruling, however, the 
Strasbourg judges rejected Mr Coyne’s 
claim for the drop in income and earning 
capacity which he had suffered since a con- 
viction by a courts martial for forgery in 
January 1994. The judges said there was 
no difference between Mr Coyne’s case and 
February’s claim by Falklands veteran 
Alex Findlay against the Army. But the 
court could not speculate as to what the 
outcome of Mr Coyne’s trial might have 
been had it been fair and could not award 
compensation. — Patricia Wynn Davies 


Air traffic debacle delaying flights 


It was meant to be the state-of- 
the-art answer to Britain’s 
overcrowded skies. Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport Correspondent, explains 
why the UK's £350m new air traffic 
control centre is still not up and 
running and may not be 
operational until the end of the 
decade, more than three years 


With air traffic increasing by 5 per cent a 
year in Britain and airlines increasingly con- 
cerned about punctuality, carriers will to- 
morrow voice their worries to the head of 
the National Air Ttaffic Service, Bill Semple. 

Mr Semple, it is understood, will tell the 
airlines that the Dew Swanwick centre, built 
in Hampshire, wfli be operational by the end 
of 1999. This is unlikely to please the car- 
riers, who were expecting the new system to 
handle “at least 40 per cent more airspace 
capacity in the mid to lale 1990s". 

According to Computer Weekly, the 
British An Transport Association (Bata), the 
airline’s trade association, wrote last month 
asking for a refund of the contributions made 
by airlines to the centre since 1994. Indus- 
try estimates put the cost of the extra 
charges - which cover the depredation costs 
associated with the building - to top £30m. 

‘‘Airlines are paying 23 per cent more 
than they normally would have for a service 
that is not being delivered," said Howard 
Davies, secretary general of Bata. 

The problem for the National Air Traf- 



fic Service (Nats) is that the world's most 
advanced air-traffic control centre has been 
grounded - because of errors in the com- 
puter system. The errors are on such a large 
scale that the problem is unlikely to be re- 
solved in the near future. 

What has surprised experts is that the 
company that won the lucrative contract for 
Swanwick - the American giant Lockheed 
Martin -also secured a £230m deal to build 
the Scottish air traffic centre in Prestwick. 

Mr Davies says that the airlines are also 
considering asking the National Audit Of- 
fice to probe the Swanwick deaL “We would 


like to know whether the contractor can be 
penalised for this level of service,” he said. 
The Commons transport select committee 
will alan investigate the “Swanwick affair ” 
when Parliament reconvenes next month. 

British Airways has made “representa- 
tions” to Nats concerning the non-service 
from Swanwick. “Mfe eagerly await Nals* pro- 
posals in order to resolve the issue. Clear- 
ly it afreets punctuality - which is important 
for many passengers.” In March, only 37 per 
cent of BA's Gatwick to Miami flights ran 
to time; on the Heathrow- Los Angeles ser- 
vice more than 40 per cent of planes left late. 



Beeb ad puts commercial 
radio chiefs in a spin 

Commercial radio companies have boon put in a spin 
lavish promotional trailer for iLs radio stations smrnng Ukm Mu. 
David Bowie and a collection of stars singing the Lt*U feed Ufr- 
sic “Perfect Day”. Representatives of commercial stations such 
as Virgin and Capital complain that the trailer 
unfair competition because it is no more than an e\tc 

advertisement running on the BBC. 

Paul Brown, chief executive of the Commercial Radio 1 1 m- 
panies Association, said yesterday that he would raise the BBl 
nailer with the Department of Culture Media and Sport. U in 
dearly an advertising campaign.” he said, pointing out that there 
are plans to run the trailer in dnemas later in the autumn and 
that it was created with the BBC’s advertising agency Leagas De- 
laney. A BBC spokesman rejected the radio companies' eompfcunts, 
saying the trailer is just an example of good marketing. It is 
intended to maintain support for the licence fee and follows a 
series of such trailere recorded by EastEnders stare and Vic Reeves 

and Bob Mortimer. . . 

The four-minute advertisement stare 26 singers each singing 
a line from the 25-year-old song that was last heard on the sound- 
track of Trainspotting. Singers like Bono of U2, Brett Anderson 
from Suede. Ian Broudie of the Lightning Seeds and Tammy 
lunette contributed a line eaeb of the song for just £250. Lou 
Reed contributed the first and last lines and has praised the song: 
“I have never been more impressed with a performance of one 
of my songs,” be said. — P°uJ McConn 

Move to trademark Diana 

The Diana, Princess of Whies Memorial Fund has moved to reg- 
ister a Diana logo and the name Diana. Princess of Whies, as trade- 
marks in the United States and Europe to stop the sale of 
mer chandise that uses her image a memory. Yet ironically sim- 
ilar trademark protection may not be possible in the United King- 
dom, Under British law it is not possible to claim possession of 
a face or a name. In the US it is possible for celebrities to reg- 
ulate the use of their image. 

There has been an unseemly rush to produce T-shirts, coins 
and other memorabilia bearing the late princess's name and the 
memorial fund wants to protect such revenue for the charities 
it represents. Stars in Britain have attempted to protect them- 
selves from so-called “image theft" by trademarking individual 
aspects of the celebrity. Damon Hill has registered his eyes look- 
ing from a crash helmet and Eric Cantona has registered shirts 
marked “Cantona 7” and the catchphrase “Ooh Ah Cantona” 
as his own. — Paul McCann 

Deep Blue quits while ahead 
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IMew Tech nolog y DIGITAL CAMCORDERS 

CLEARER, SHARPER, 

SMALLER, SIMPLER 


• LStracorr^iact - some models even fit 
In your pocked 

• Digital knage Stabisation for nnirwrean 
piettre shake, oven at extended zoom. 

• Edit and view images on your PC 

(instantly on some models). 

• Btitt-m LCD screen aflows immeciatE 
viewing. 

• Superb picture quafity and souxi 


JVC GR-DVX 

DIGITAL VIDEO GAMBIA 
WITH 225' COLOUR LCD SCRSN 

• lOOx digital zoom. 

• Digital image stabiser 

• Snapshot mode with 3 level flash. 


£1599 m 




• as* colour LCD monitor. 
•Super Image stabBser. 

•PCM Digital sound. 

£ 1699ii 


S03STY7R75C 


M-8 CAMCORDBt WITH x$**S*& 


Ipih 4 | J - : f * 


•H-fi sound. 

• AAcfry battery 
compatfcity. 

• 6 p rogramme auto- 
exposue modes. 
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Deep Blue is hanging up its pawns. The IBM supercomputer that 
defeated the world chess champion Garry Kasparov in May has 
decided that it is cut out for better things than chess. It wants to 
try its hand at air traffic control or weather forecasting, or mol- 
ecular dynamics. Yesterday, Melinda McMullen, spokeswoman 
for CBM Research, responded to Kasparov's proposal for a $ l m, 
rematch by announcing that Deep Blue is moving away from chess. 
“Our scientists said that they really did want to move on to oth- 
er grand challenges." she said. The team that worked on Deep 
Blue will, however, continue to tour the United States with a less 
powerful version called Deep Blue Junior. ’ — Wffliam Houston 


LCD CAMCORDERS 


• A buit-in LCD screen offers fufi colour 
high quafity viewing. 

• Watch the action on screen as ft . 
happens - no more peekkig through 
tiny viewfinders! 

• And everyone can watch the playback. 


DAILY POEM 


Clare’s Jig #43 

by tan Duhjg ‘ 

I’d collected a good jig called ‘The Self ”, 
but lilting it last nigfufor Dr Bottle 
he chided me, opined it should be Sylph, 
which is Greek, like much he says , meaning beetle. 

He chokes the same and gibbets butterflies, 
now all your rich men ’s fashionable rage. 

My fellow inmates praise him to the skies, 

and like a hawk he scans my eierypage, 

the dumb morris of these poor whopstraw words. 

When pressed, a melancholy Johnson said 
“Why Sir, we are a nest of singing birdsr 
Well I hear boughs breaking inside my head 
so listen till the music has to stop, 
for Eke a tree. I’m dying from the top. 

This week’s poems come from Beyond Bedlam (Anvil Press, 
f? .95). An anthology of work “written out of mental distress”, 
it has been edited by Ken Smith and Matthew Sweeney to mark 
the 750th anniversary of the Bethlem Royal and Maudsley Hos- 
pitals; proceeds from the volume go to three mental health 
charities. 


Green Flag 


Motoring Assistance 


PRICE -WE CAN’T BE BEATEN - 

Ev wiy weak iw check tb«pric*» of t««dr«d» of prodH cts bifliB national pr«» 
to m a te » !• » t hat Ma o n* Clw cIrp rtc—ci i rt babwtoB.lfyMi find to ■ 

— wpr mkiLlcm^i Tl nen Sai ilnnf totiMfcw Immiwi i tn ty,—nrtBb« 
pfa — d to rahwd*»J H ww . Just notify us wttfr 7 days of purchase The product 
must be new conriete and awMtolbr immediate ddhfery Mai erta 1 prices eduded 
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IF WE RE FASTER 
AND CHEAPER THAN 
THE AA OR RAC 
WHY JOIN THEM? 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

qute raf.oo. IH7ITI and your CT«Jit/d,bll e.rt rombor. 



m 



00 * * 


4 

it? hid 


*; :ha j 


x frit 

*Tl" 

V? 


1WSLOI 














V 


\ T\ O 


t n 


P 


c; 




euro star 


Sff 


ew 

I'M WHAG^ed. f 


I could really 

do without having 
to queue for a cab. 

TOOK A LOT MORE 
OUT OF ME 

THAN ! THOUGHT !T WOULD. 

That finished me off. 

all that stuff at the airport there. 

If j hadn't been 
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tired 


WOULD HAVE »* 
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Yeah rt >zr would A-j T 
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Exactly the wrorrg'tiffiQ for taxis though. 

ALL. THIS . LOT .ARE USOiNGj TO -jWANT j ONE , 

Got to get a cab before 
they’re all gone. 

THIS LOT don’t deserve one 

THEY-HAVfN'T 
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least when ! 

get one 


you've got a 

y compUmeNtaRy 

taxi, 

waitiNg jor you. 
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Currys 



ON A HUGE RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


SAVE to <200 



MICROWAVES 

SAVE TOTAL OF £60 



OVEN AND HOB COMBINATIONS 

SAVE u o £150 



* - -* . . * 

■ Y *^ 1 

-to- V N * - - - -?♦.£ ’ * f V -1 

— <r«jT*«fca. -.M. < ...-.....-I 



ifTpWp'I 



GOLDSTAR 

0.6 cu.ft Touch Control Microwave 

■ 750 warn power output. 

■ 5 power levels. 

■ 30 minute timer. 

Model MSI 706. Was £119.99. 


MATSU! UHHffll 04 cuA. Iflcmvava 

■ 700 watts power 

output mtw M 

■ SO minute timer. IL III rtlMnn 
Model 164. ill'J IUJjS 

Was 09.99. bMtore Price £74.99. 


CURRYS PRICE 






TRICITY 

BENDIX 

Green Buih-fn Oven and 
Hob Package 
Electric Hofa 
Slagle Electric Oven 
■4 hotplates "m2 sizes, 
a 4 red spots. 

PIUS 

■ Fanned oven. 

■ Variable thermal gif H. 

Model HS10OBS68& 

Total Separate Selling 
Price £749 js. 


FM3r150 


INTEREST 

FREE 

OPTION 4 


BELLING uuno.tai.it. 

Giwa Hwdl Control HHMKUianrs PRICE 
Microwave. UM M 

■sr ,poww E21 f99s! 

■ 60 minute rimer. Model JfrriC Was £12999 


‘■UmamxrsM 

19199. 


SHARP 03 cu.ft Crisp V Bake 
Htra**«vawMi Mncnsmi 
Conducdoa Ovw HH 

“IM ILillelOi 

B50 warn power ICAaNC Iwu 
output. Model R7CS8B. Was £249.99. 


Gas Hob 
PLUS 

Single Searic Oven 
Model C60VA4GHT490. 
Package PrkB Was £349199. 
ALSO AVAILABLE WITH 


ModHA4P. Ask for detain 


HOTPOINT 


Gas Hob 
PLUS 

Single Electric Oven 
Model BGIVBS01. 
Package Price was 05939. 
ALSO AVAILABLE WITH 
HOOD Model BH11 


Ask for details 


£ 70 



FOOD PREPARATION 

SAVE to e20 


MOULINEX 

Food Processor 

■ Variable speed. CURRYS PRICE 

■ Pulse action. 

■ includes citrus HRn 

press M M 

Saar- fj/,99 





BRAUN Hand Blender 

■ 1M matt motor, ■mmomkvs mbs 

■ Stablest steel 

Wit M ell*,. 

Model mr3cs. Bf R { \M- 0Q 

was £17 99. 


CARLTON raam2-ssM 

Sandwich Toaster — gjBHW swat 
■ Easy to dean, Kpa mjft 
nm-suk plates. Rl rjhoo 
* Readv-UKtwk B£u IlWH 

•ght Model 517 00. Wai £ 19.99. 



STOVES 



tlOO 


GAS HOB at £WSl9B. 
Ask for details 


NEFF 


Doubla Badric Oven 

drrathemi cooking 

system 

PUIS 

Gas Hob 

Available in Green or 
Black. 

Model uwavmis. 
Total Separate Sefling 
Price £102938. 






OVENS, HOBS AND COOKER HOODS 


OTSEIN Cooker Hood 
■ 3-speed settings. ■ Hob light. 
Model PHD601/S. was £69.99 


OTSEIN Gas Hob « 

4 powerful burners. 

Model OTH 32. 

Was £9939. Instore Price £89-99. 


£20 


{4939 


£79* 


CREDA __ 

Cooker.Hood uJgOi 

■ Pull-out glass . ETJ 

vboc. WfAS 

■ 3-speed fart. 

Model 45012. Was £89.99. 


nnij i in i 

fife 


™ MOULINEX Mastanhef 

■MMCUMYS hock Food Processor ameUMlw 
■m 4*1 ■ 220 watt power. HI ■■ 

El f 1 Z 99 u% 

Irvaore Price £4939. 


MOULIN EX cooh wB 

Deep P*yer Bnw vouocr mxz 

■ I kg food tJpocfty. UfWU 14 

" 3 sssu mm 4 i 59 

Model T44P1 . frv store Pnoe £46.99. 
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CREDA Gw Hob 

■ 4 burners In ■gggaarasrifs 

■IMnenamef ,1Q 

pan supports. IMill It# 
Model 42341. Was £24939. 


CREDA Sin gle Satiric Own 
Grcuiarre fan oven ■■■■ ihmkw hdcz 
wfth UghL Kf/|l MA 

Prire&S^ B flJf3 29^ 

TYade-Vn £449.99. IlmfflRBESrnEEl 


HOTPOIN T BecMc Hob 

■ 1 halogen zone. MHW txadw: 

■ 4 plat™ in Zsiz«s.|M/|B Wl| 

Modal BE71. |Zi!J,IU 

Price ExducBnq H4mai XjtS 

Trade-In £46939. IUMBKi 


“INTEREST FREE OPTION 

ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER <100 


WHEN PURCHASED WITH MASTERCARE C0VERPLAN SERVICE AGREEMENT 


FREE EXCLUSIVE 
COOKERY DAY 

When you buy My. Rangestyle Cooker 


■ Choice of superb venues throughout 
the UK. 

■ Choice of Mediterranean, Rustic or 
Vegetarian Cookery Days. 

■ All Cookery Days presented by 
professional chefs or cooks. 

■ Indudes lunch and refreshments. 
Offer doses in 1/97. 

Ask for a leaflet for full details. 
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PLUS FREE 
MICROWAVE 

l nvTiw 


STOVES 

110cm SJot-ln Dual 
Fuel Rangestyle 
Cooker 

■ Fan electric oven and gel 
own. 

■ Separa f gcflrffl 

GxipmmaiL 

■ Cast iron non-stick griddle. 
Available bt Green, 

Slue, Red. Cream or Black. 

Model DF110Z 

Wad £1749. 12 MONTHS 

INTEREST FREE OPTION 

Mhery drat kwnawtufauxac 

CURRYS PRICE 

£1499 




200 


LEISURE 


TRADE IN 


110cm Slot-in Rangestyle Cooker 

■ Gas, Electric, LPG and Dual Fuel models available. 
■Available in Radng Green, Regal Blue, Claret or Black 
. {Dual Fuel only). 

■ 2 large ovens. 

■ Non-stick griddle. 

Modal RANGEMASm 110- 
Woe Excluding Trade-In £1699. 

Priwwy direct from manufacturer. ________ 


TRADE-IN PRICE 

{1499 


BELLING man Mngretyle Cookar 

■ AMBaMe ki Red, — anarrs P*KE 
Blue. Green or BOR JAAA 
Champagne. aGm. MJllII ,l(t|ll 
Bictric and Dual uij tUN 
Fuel versions writable. 

Modd FARMHOUSE- Was £1599. 

12 MOUTHS INTEREST HtBE OPTION* 
Delivery direct from manufacturer. 


LEISURE 110a* Gat Rangestyto Cookar 

■ Available M Crea m _ 

or Green. WW CUonvs 

■ WQk burner. BIW1 ifAQ 

ModeKKnWMET ff ll J £ll)«W 

was £1999. 

ia months merest free amour 

LARGER STORES ONLY 

Deflvery direct from manufacture!. 






GAS COOKERS 

SAVE r u S £130 


FRIG ID AIRE SOanStaMn 
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FEATURES 

INCLUDE: 


i Separate oven 
and grill. 

i Fully sealed 
hotplate. 

i Push-button 
ignition. - 


STOVES 


50cm Slot-in Gas 
Cooker Finished in 
Brass and 
Racing Green 
Abo available In 
Blue or Red. 

Model NEWHOME 502G5. 
Was £549397 
Whs £44939. 

G MONTHS INTEREST 
FUSE OPTION* 

CURRYS PRICE 
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LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 
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SALE PRICE HELD 



NEW WO RLD so o* stoMn 

G~r rr r*i.mr Mnomns proce 
■4 equally rated VH NNA 

bunesiAigltominillr/IMflfl 
Model FUUR 500 MQ.HU till 9 
Wm £349.99. 1 MOOTS BPgtESTFBHqnWir 

CREDA S0«i Skit4nGas Cooker 
■ Fo% wilrd tMjttt — OMWWia 
■Sepanie oven red gnLBWfl AAA 
Modd CAPM 412QL ll]f/M4oO 

WAS £39939. Hlil tfel/ldJ7 
6 MOHlHSfTBIESrHtg OPIUM* 

NEW WORLD sore. EyM 

G» Cooker roMOMWinia 

SqwiteoraiandgA^HV AAA 
Model CHORUS IL Kblll #■ / ■Pfon 
Wu £34939. 

6 MONTHS MltJOai HB OPHOT 
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SAVE 


CANNON nn 

■ Sipaatenwirndgie. 
■ZtutmbiZABB. 
MoAtKBMJKItaEMfl.' 
immSHHETRS I 


sire SoFfaEe Coder 


S®349j9 


STOVES Bon ^m-lewIGM Cooker 
AaaataleinWNteor HNBVMDBBfPK 
Gretm.Modd55mD-J.JWlB 
Price Excluding Bl'lB r VilfftA 
Trade-in £45939. r™ 1 

6 MONTHS INIBBT FHB OmON* 


LOWER THAN SAL 



HOIPOffTnxMC 




STOVES «kn StoWn 

Dual Fud Cooker ■— K mmrs pbbcc ; 
Bearic oven with IWB m ia 

MreWDFGQOSL BUfy Aj.39 
Was ££99;». 19 M0MWS NflBOST RK OPIUM* 
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CANNON GOan Slahfa Gas Cooker 
Model CAimnDGEHHHCUHRVS PHOe 

™lb***l WHS "tun 


CANNON 

54an Slot-in Gas Cooker 

■ Double oven. 

■ Available in Brown. 

■ 2 large and 2 medium burner?. 

■ Oven viewing window. 

■ Liquid Propane Gas model also 
available. 

Model CAMS ERLEY. 

Was £779.99. 


CURRYS PRICE 

£59099 
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ELECTRIC COOKERS 

UP TO A 
TOTAL OF 


SAVE TOTAL OF £170 


FRIGID AIRE 50an Sor-fa 

Electric Cookar nM V 

■ Slngta oven with VW 
Blass door. Kill r 

m Solid plate hob. Built 
Model CPI 450. 
liMtorePrire £19939. 


SALE PRICE HELD 


^Hcuonsma 

eH £@939 


£19999 







£ .^teaching t 
Cities fails 1 
the grade i 


Model MATSU I 
164. 

Ask for details. 


OTSEIN Sagkawfek Own OMKVSnKZ 

■ Full width gnll Bbitwlar 4 AA 

light Modd errsaa rlSHaa 

Whs £17939- £ IhJuMS 
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HOTPOINT 50on StoMn 

Fan oven. B0BB a S n ?^T K * 

Model EW31P. ItLTiI 

was £47939. HWl CWfOO 

• MONTHS HSUItTlriJS 

WTHIEST mg OPT I ON* ' 


Only Currys bring you all this . 




HOTPOINT 

60om Slot- in Bectric Cooker 

■ Ceramic hob. ■ One halogen zone. 

■ Double oven. ■ Oven viewing window. 

■ Fan main oven. 

■ Variable twin grlB. '. - 

■ Electronic doe£ftbnerfminute minder 
Model EW71P. Was £949.99. 

12 MONTHS HTBRE5T HIBE OPTION* 
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CURRYS PRICE 

£ 799.95 



NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
& INSTALLATION 
7 DAYS A WEEK 






COME 

Up to 5 yean expert 
service support 

when you buys 

Mastercare 
QwerpJan Service 
Agreement. 

•punnimssr 




BOTAIfr CREDIT 

Wth C-srrys Premier 

Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
owlit offer In-store. 
Ask for details. 


For most large items 
If you phone before 
Warn Monday to 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 


ANY PRODUCT OVBt 
£100. Ask in-store 
for details. 


*for exceptional 
value, exclusive to 
DSG Retail Ltd. . 



: MOPS: 


LvALtr-isiTTnT 


Fordirea doorstBp 
deflvery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442886145 (9am- 
530pm Mon-Sab 

10am- 5pm Sup). 

Delivery charges from 
£325. Part of 
DSG Retail Ud. 
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0891.516516 
Calb cost 50p per 
minute- 


ELECTRIC 


On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cooker* by CORGI 
reg i stered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Sco Utah, stores). 


ifUTADrS BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 


EXAMPLE GF 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 
ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 


M/Ml/ TT UfflOVf Atonnt Is WmstfteeH repaid 

HUW It WOKB ^bahxatcrwidOWuW, 

■Kffl or Wth monthly repayment 
according to the period rated with the product. 

See oar *How It Works' showcard b-store far details. 
Example based on Cash Price of £499.99- 


EITHE’i 12 
MONTHS 
irntsesT 
I KLL OPTION 


20* deposit of £9939. 

12 monthly Bayments of £1323. 
Balance c5?Q37*i before 
(or with) the 12 th monthly 
repayment "total amoont payable 
£49939. INTEREST 0*. 


All Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sti day op ening. 

... *W-.- " * • 1 • • 
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^ France acts to stamp 
1|| out ritual humiliation of 
the new kids at school 


okers 

£*130 
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■ Two teenagers have 
been expelled from a 
|| lyc&e In Orleans and 14 
[ others suspended in 
Marseilles for ‘bizutage’ 
- ritual humiliation of 
| new students. John 
- Lichftdd reports on the 
French government's 
; pledge to eradicate a 
. j tradition which is 

i < disfiguring some of the 
I top schools and colleges. 


At the <Jlite design school in 
i> Paris it is called usinagc. Each 
i| autumn, new students suffer 
months of ritual humiliation 
1 and torture: they are woken 
9 J j every few hours at night; they 
I are forced to bolt their food; 
| sexual insults are screamed 
i into their ears by older students, 
j At the College Stanislas, a 
| fashionable Catholic fyde in 
i Paris, it is called the Soupe de 
j Stan. The freshmen and women 
' - bes bbouts - are dressed in bin- 
, liners and adult nappies and 
■ forced to drink soup made 
5 from pet food, chicken heads 
3 1 and pigs' legs. 

. They, it appears, are among 
the lucky ones. At dlile fycees 

I and colleges all over France, 
bizutage - the ritual initiation of 
the new pupils - has been 
v growing increasingly vicious, 
L . often amounting to torture and 
IB, sexual assault: slave auctions, 

] strippings, sodomy with candles, 
i This autumn a pressure 
group of 17 parents', teachers’ 
1 and young people’s organisa- 
1 lions - backed by the League 
of Human Rights - has dedd- 
I cd enough is enough, and be- 
gun a campaign to have the 
practice eradicated. The gov- 
ernment agrees. It has sent a 
circular to all colleges and fy- 
cees threatening to suspend or 
sack staff who fail to crack down 
on btuiages and listing the le- 
gal penaiies - up to five years’ 
imprisonment - which could be 
brought to bear on perpetra- 
tors. A draft law against bizu- 
urge is expected to go before the 
National Assembly next month. 


In the meantime, the 
schools min ister, Sdgol&ne 
Royale, has set up a help-line 
and urged victims to break the 
code of silence which has shel- 
tered the ritual for years. Then; 

have already been some results. 
Following a complaint by a 
parent, two students at a fycie 
in Origans have been ejected 
for organising the bizutage of 
new students wishing to join a 
judo class. Last year, male stu- 
dents bad their genitals glued 
together; this year, there was an 
act of attempted sodomy with 
a fountain pen. 

Fourteen students at one of 
the lap fycees in Marseilles have 
been suspended following an- 
other complaint to the ministry. 
The pupils, including 11 girls, 
have admitted takin g and dis- 
tributing photographs of new 
girts in humiliating and partial- 
ly undressed poses. Other com- 
plaints have been less chilling. 
One girl in Sarreguemines in 
Lorraine said she had been 
covered m flour and made to dis- 
tribute pasta in the town centre. 

The government campaign 
has been greeted with relief by 
many former students. A uni- 
versity professor, Jean Berard, 
writing in Lib&ation, said hau- 
lage was “one of the most scan- 
dalous problems of our 
society". Not only were these 
“fantasies spewed from repti- 
lian brains" tolerated in the 
country “which invented human 
rights", they were happening in 
the €lite establishments. 

A few people have stepped 
forward to justify bizutage: they 
speak of creating a sense of 
adulthood; of 6spril de corps. 
The fact that it is most common 
at top establishments is not sur- 
prising; the €lite form a land of 
educationally selected, secret 
society and haulage seems to be 
part of the entry requirement 
But no one defends the more 
virious practices of recent yeats. 

Dozens of previous attempts 
have been made to abolish 
bizutage. Bur they failed to en- 
list the support of old pupils’ as- 
sociations, teachers or. faculty 
members. They also failed to 
break down the codes of si- 
lence. At the Ecole nationale 


L. Maths teaching in 
I inner-cities fails to 
make the grade 
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Inspectors have 
criticised maths teaching 
in inner cities - some 
schools are not even 
teaching times-tables. 

They say educating ; 
deprived children is no 
excuse for low standards 
and warn that big 
variations in teaching 
quality must be 
addressed if Britain is to 
catch up with competing 
countries. Judith Judd, 
Education Editor, 
reports. 

Maths siandards in three inner- 
city local authorities are close 
to the national average bur 
still much too low if we are to 
compete with other countries, 
says an inspectors’ report pub- 
lished yesterday. All three au- 
thorities educate some of the 
most deprived children in 
Britain, but that, the report says, 
is no excuse for low standards. 

The inspectors from the Of- 
fice for Standards hi Education 
found some excellent teaching 
but say that there should he 
more emphasis on mental 
-arithmetic. In one school only 
'4 per cent of seven-year-oIOs 
could write down a two-digit 
number in words. In another, 
. 93 per cent did this correctly. 
Even m classes where pupils 
were expected to rely on caj- 
- culators they were not taught 
how to use them properly, 
v- The study of seven- and 

•<leven-vear-olds in the London 
troughs of Newham and 
• -tlreenwich and Kntnvsley on 
; ."Merseyside showed that seven- 


sup£rieore des arts et metiers 
(ENSAM) in Paris (the coun- 
try’s premier design school) 
students who refuse to accept 
bizutage are declared “HU” - 
hors usmage - and excluded 
from the year-book of students 
which is their passport to jobs. 

Mis Royale went to the Ly- 
c6e Fothier in Orleans last week 
after the student suspensions. 
She urged the students to revolt. 
“Have the courage to speak out 
without fear of reprisals or bul- 
lying,” she said. “Don’t be 
passive. Remember that de- 
nunciation is not betrayaL The 
law itself demands that you 
help people who are in danger." 



" Happy days for some, but a code of silence has ensured secret misery among generations of French students 


Photograph: Kan Pictures 


year-olds achieved scores close 
to a national sample on spe- 
cially devised tests, although 11- 
ycar-olds did less well. But the 
latest international study found 
that English nine-year-olds 
were only 10th out of 17 coun- 
tries in maths, well behind 
those in the Pacific Rim. 

The report says: “If our na- 
tional standards are low, then 
schools scoring dose to the na- 
tional average must also have 
low standards.” However, some 
schools, even in the poorest ar- i 
eas are already dose to. achiev- 
ing the Government’s targets, 
s ug gesting that the national 
target for maths is achievable. 

Chris Woodhead, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, said targets 
for pupils’ performance needed 
to be under constant review if 
wc were to match our competi- 
tors. “If we are not expecting 
enough in tests which children 
are set already and not stretch- 
ing children’s potential enough, 
we are nor going to make up the 
gap with our international com- 
petitors.” he said. 

National test results out to- 
day will show progress towards 
the Government’s goal of 75 
per cent of pupils reaching the 
expected maths level by 2002. 
# Children from poor families 
who cannot read at the a ge of 
six are still benefiting from 
“reading recovery" schemes 
five years later, says a study 
from London University’s In- 
stitute of Education. The re- 
search shows that reading 
recovery, which involves daily 
one-to-one tuition for 20 weeks, 
made no significant difference 
after five years to most chil- 
dren’s reading but it did help 
the slowest readers who were 
on free school meals. 


to hell with it, 
that'll do 







well dene! 
fourth time lucky! 


come on, 
it was pretty tight 


yep, it was an amazing display of 
sheer parking genius. 


I didn't want to 
scuff the wheels, actually 

sorry? 


o.k. see you later then 


if I'm not at the kerb in 
15 minutes, go on without me 





The Punto ELX fearures a new SS bhp. 16v engine. 6 speaker 
RDS stereo with steering wheel controls, driver’s airbag, electric sunroof, 
electric front windows, remote central locking and now. power steering. 
So no excastas. Gall 0800 71 7000. TT httpJ/www.fiot.co.nk or visit your 
local Fiat dealer for more information. 

THE NEW PUNTO ELX 16V 


o% 

3 YEARS 


llWTOEUi 

sun 

tUnoOIri 


Coah iTitort 

i'«o rtw ffuoill 

iicrudi 

Amnoni Flnancul 

3*i Hoolhl, 
topmau. 

APR 

Tn*»l Amid 
I'oyahVj 

S7.763.68 

£3.411. *8 

£3.852.00 

£107.00 

0% 

£7,763.68 

S11.U30.1S 

S5.522.18 

£5 .508.00 

£153.00 

0% 

£11,030.18 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


Hfof CAR SHOWN SAT PUNTO ELX SDR XT £11.030 18 ON T>€ RQitfj (WITH METALLIC PAINT). ‘PRICE INCLUDES 0*5 FOP DELIVERY TO DEALER NUMBER PLATES. VAT AND 13 MONTHS ROAD FUND LICENCE AND IS CORRECT AT TIME Of GOING TO 
*355 PRESS 30flW ffiB FMANCE OR® ENDS 3QW7 THE MMMUW DfPOST IS MS OF CASH PWCE CREDIT AVAILABLE TO ANYONE AGED 16 AND OVER, SUBJECT TO SIATVIS A GUARANTEE AND/OR INDEMNITY MAT BE REQUIRED WRITTEN QUOTATIONS 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM HAT AUTO fVJANOAL SERVICES UMTTED. PO BOX I7HR EDINBURGH Bill 5YW. TtTD ORDER AN INTERNET CONNECTION (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY) TO VIEW THE -INTERNET SITE CALL MN 71 7000. 
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Yeltsin plans 
to curb the 
free market 


Pronouncing Communism 
dead. Boris Yeltsin has vowed 
io introduce a “new economic 
order’’ into Russia in which the 
state plays a far larger role in 
curbing the excesses of the free 
market. Speaking to the upper 
house of parliament, a robust- 
looking Mr Yeltsin signalled that 
he intends to crack down on one 
of the struts of his political sup- 
port - Russia’s tiny but vastly 
rich class of new capitalists 
who cashed in during the first, 
lawless post-Soviet years. 

“Freedom alone is not 
enough. We need a new eco- 
nomic order." said Mr Yeltsin. 
"In itself, the market is not a 
panacea. We need to increase 
the role of the state in the econ- 
omy." The president's remarks 
means that he has in his sights 
the nations often shady 
bankers, who bankrolled his 
re-election, but with whom his 
administration has been squab- 
bling over the spoils of privati- 
sation. 

The Russian government 
has been highly ineffectual 
hobbled by organised crime, ex- 
cessive bureaucracy and cor- 
ruption that reaches from top 
to hoLLom. But Mr YelLsin 
vowed to toughen up its role. 



A victim of Tuesday’s Algerian massacre returning yesterday to BentaJha. 
the village where 200 people were killed Photograph: AP 
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PC W O RLD! 

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 

LATEST GAMES 


Microsoft 



Microsoft Flight 
Simulator is the most 
realistic flying 
simulation on the PC 

With a global 
database of scenery and 
airports, pilot-tested 
flight models, and a 
fleet of challenging 
aircraft, it's simply as 
real as it gets. 

Includes 45 3D 
detailed city scapes 
i from around the world 
and photo realistic 
areas such as Hong 
Kong. Plus eight 
exciting aircraft with the 
new Bell JetRanger ill 
helicopter. 


Algerian rebels’ peace call 
shifts blame for slaughter 


Two days after the latest massacre in 
Algeria which killed 200 civilians, the 
country’s largest Islamic insurgent 
group has urged its followers to 
observe a truce from I October. 
Rupert Cornwell asks if is this offers real 
hope that the carnage could soon end 
— or is it just a cynical effort to shift 
the blame ? 


.The olive branch, if such it is, came in the form 
of a two-page communique signed by Madam 
Mezerag, the senior commander of the Islamic 
Salvation Army (A1S), the military wing of the 
banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) and pub- 
lished across the front pages of state-conuolled 
Algerian newspapers yesterday. 

Disassociating itself from the wave of butch- 
ery that for months now has terrorised Algiers 
and the surrounding countryside, the IAS leader 
pinned the blame squarely on the rival Armed 
Islamic Group (G£A). Calling on other groups 
as well to lay down their arms, it vowed “to ex- 
pose the enemy” behind the killings, and “iso- 
late the cr iminal re mnan ts of the perverse GIA 
extremists, and those who hide behind them”. 

The attention in the official media is a sign 
the mflitaiy regime of President Liamine Zer- 
oual is taking the gambit seriously — and also 
indirectly confirms that the government has been 
negotiating secretly with its opponents. The FIS, 


which was poised to win the 1992 elections whose 
cancellation detonated five years of savage ty in 
which 60,000 people may have died. 

If the authorship of the communique is not 
in doubt, its impact is questionable. The inde- 
pendent daily El Waian, white only reported the 
document on its third page, doubted the AIS 
commander could influence the groups nominally 
under his authority, let alone the GIA, whose 
powerbase is Algiers and its hinteriind where the 
bloodiest slaughters have occurred. 

In an earlier gesture of reconrilatiQn, the gov- 
ernment in July released the FIS deputy leader 
Ahassi Madam — only to see the brutality plumb 
unprecedented depths. Now there are increas- 
ing signs that, as pert of a power struggle with- 
in the regime, factions of the security forces are 
colluding with the terrorists. 

Yesterday an FIS leader in Denmark accused 
the Algerian authorities of sponsoring the 
slaughter then blaming Islamic militants. Indeed, 
despite assurances from the government that the 
insurgency was all but stamped out, several mas- 
sacres have taken place almost in earshot of near- 
by police and army barracks. But, despite calls 
for outside investigators be sent to find out what 
is really happening in Algeria, the internation- 
al community watches, wrings its hands, and heeds 
President ZerouaTs warning not to interfere. “A 
solution to this conflict must come from the Al- 
gerians themselves,'’ the Foreign Office said last 
night. Or, as the Foreign Minister of France, Al- 
geria’s former colonial power, recently said: "We 
cann ot do nothing. But what can we do ?" 


Chaos and 
war make 
poor poorer 


More than 20 of the world’s 
poorest countries arc in "eco- 
nomic and social regress", 
according to a United Nations 
report on least-developed 
nations published yesterday. 

The average income per 
capita of these 22 bos declined 
by at least 10 per cent since 19S0 
and in half of (hem most peo- 
ple now eat fewer calories per 
day than they did 10 years ago. 

In eight of the regressing na- 
tions infant mortality rates in- 
creased sharply between 1985 
and 1995. The report blames 
their decline on civil war and 
chaotic or non-existent gov- 
ernments. Thu list includes the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(formerly Zaire), Liberia, So- 
malia, Afghanistan, Haiti and 
Mynamar (Burma). But there 
are hopeful signs from the 48 
nations classed as least devel- 
oped, which are home to onc- 
tenth of the Earth's population. 

In the face of declining over- 
seas aid from rich countries, huge 
foreign debts and next to no pri- 
vate sector investment, several 
have enjoyed real gains in pros- 
perity during the 1990s. The suc- 
cess stories include Uganda, 
Tanzania and Mozambique. 

— Nicholas Schoon 


CREATE THE ULTIMATE 
GAMES MACHINE 

THE BEST GAMES CONTROLS 




MICROSOFT 
SIDEWINDER 
PRECISION PRO. 
DIGITAL JOYSTICK. 

Wrth its programmable button 
functions and fully digital- 
optical technology, the 
Precision Pro give^yo tithe 
speed and accuracy jtp 


MICROSOFT FLIGHT SIMULATOR 98 


t-y-y MV* 




take every game 
your game. 


NEW 


Sam £10 bought wKfa Moonlit Fflgt* StnJS 



THE BEST GRAPHICS 



ORCHID RIGHTEOUS 3D 

3Dfx Chipset. 

4Mb D RAM. 1280 x 1024 max ■ 
resolution. Indudes Actua Soccer 
and Medi 
Warrior 


£159 


64-hit PO Graph Id sccataratm 4Mb SC RAM. 
T600 k 7200 ira* rasoiutiofL W4sfl49. 

Sia^r 3111 £129 

4Mb SD RAM. 1260 k 1024 maxrSoESm. Indudas 
Ultimate Race and Ke&dent E*it Wax £141 


4Mb D RAM. 1280 x 103* max resolution. 
Mudes Adua Soccer and Modi warrior i 

Opanotd lor Forium II xpams. Up » 1920x1200 
rasoksinvl>al^xmEdsM>WRAM.WhsQ99. 




DIAMOND MONSTER 

Soundcard. 

Add true 5D sound to your PC 
with this 32-voice advanced 
hardware wavetable soundcard. 
Indudes 
Outlaws^ 

Shnoopter 
and Tiger 
Shark 
games. 


Germany agrees to stay in 
£40bn Eurofighter project 

Milker Rube, the German defence minister, last night banished 
any remaining doubts over his. country's commitment to the £4()bn 
Eurofighter programme. "The coalition has agreed, it’s fully fund- 
ed for five years, and it wiU be voted through as part of our 1998 
budget in November," he said before a meeting with the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, George Robertson, in London last night. 
“It’s in the bag," Mr Rube said. 

Britain, which has a £15bn share in the Eurofighter, has put 
strong pressure on Bonn stay in the project, despite demands in 
Germany for the project be scrapped in order to cut public spend- 
ing and enable the country to meet the Maastricht criteria for 
the single -European currency ' Rupert Cornwell 

•***&**•» shot dead 

TWo suspectedimfembers of the Basque separatist guerrilla 
group ETA werekflled early on'Wednesday in a shootout with 
Civil Guard soldiers, Spanish officials said. The gun battle be- 
gan when soldiers, dressed in civilian dothes, went to the door 
of a home in the Basque dty of Bilbao to identify three people 
living there, regional government authorities said. Rearers 

Dinosaur falls to pieces 

Clumsy removal workers created a dinosaur jigsaw puzzle by drop- 
ping a 75-miIlIon-year-okl skeleton outside the Museon" muse- 
um in The Hague, which is preparing for the Dutch premier of 
Stephen Spielberg's film The Last World. A centerpiece was to 
have been the skeleton of a duck-billed hypacrosaurus, which hud 
-been painstakingly put together in Canada. It is now broken in 
188 places. “Dropping it is like dropping a Van Gogh painting." 
a witness said. “Bsople just stood and wept." . AP 
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God and mammon go to battle over the soul of a saint 
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Colourful past: A stained-glass image of St Boniface, who is set to be the patron saint of Europe, in a church 
window in Crediton, Devon, where he « the subject of a trademark dispute Photographs: Tim Cuff/Apex 

Cult figure with a frosty touch who brings 
destruction to Hungary’s vineyards 


Winfridof Wessex. "Apostle of 
the Germans”, met his death in 
the tiny Friesian village of 
Dokkum on 5 June in the year 
of 754. According to semi' 
historical legend, he was "struck 
down" by heathens, although 
the precise circumstances of 
his demise are shrouded in 
mystery. 

His lire in the German- 
% speaking lands is heller docu- 
mented, howewr. ttoiiifatius, as 
he is, known in his adopted 


land, bad come to preach the 
Gospel to Germans in 716, 
-making his way south from the 
Friesian islands, and leaving 
his mark in Hesse, Thuringia 
and Bavaria. 

In 722 he was made a bish- 
op in recognition for his work 
among die Gerinans. He went 
on to consolidate the church's 
power in Salzburg, Freising, 
Passau, Regensburg, and found- 
ed parishes in Erfurt and 
Wurzburg. In 747 he took over 


as Bishop of Mainz, the south- 
ern German city which remains 
a bastion of Catholicism in 
Germany. 

Booifa this the Hoty is buried 
in the crypt of the cathe- 
dral of Fulda, the focus of 
his cult. Hundreds of churches, 
schools, kindergartens and 
libraries across Germany bear 
his name, and the date of 
his death is venerated as a holy 
day. 

Not all of Catholic Europe 


An unholy row has broken out in 
the rural town of Crediton in 
Devon where a local businessman 
is trying to patent the name of its 
most famous celebrity, St Boniface. 
But the residents believe that no 
individual has the right to 
monopolise the name of a saint. 
Amonda Kefiy reports. ’ 


The presence of St Boniface can be felt all 
over the small rural town of Crediton, with 
statues, festivals and plaques set up in his 
honour and many of the town’s souvenirs 
bearing bis name. Every year hundreds of 
tourists flock to the town to pay their re- 
spects to the Saxon monk who is believed 
to have lived there in the late 7th century. 
Bat now the churchman, who is also the pa- 
tron saint of Germany and the Netherlands, 
has become embroiled in a battle between 
God and mammon. 

The storm erupted over a trademark ap- 
plication by Andrew Haigh, a businessman, 
to control the name of St Bonifece. If suc- 
cessful, it means that any manufacturer or 
tourist body will have to seek his permis- 
sion before they can use the saint's name. 
The move has sparked fury among local 
residents and the town coundL 

Tbwn councillor Sally Beamwit said: “St 



is in awe of this son of Devon. 
In Hungarian folklore, Boni- 
fatius is the third and last of the 
“frosty saints", bringing de- 
struction to vineyards on his 
holy day almost every year. 

If the vintage is poor, Boni- 
fa tius and the other two rogue 
saints invariably get the blame. 
Whatever else he might be in 
Germany and Devon, in Hun- 
gary Bonifatius is the patron 
saint of plonk. 

— /mre Korocs 


Holy relics: Hugs commemorating the 
saint sell to tourists in his ‘home town* 

Boniface is the most famous figure to come 
out of Grediton and he is very important 
to the town. We are extremely concerned 
that if Mr Hague gets the application ap- 
proved, it would mean St Boniface's name 
could not be used in any tourist publication 
without his permission and. presumably, 
without paying. So at a council meeting this 
week we have decided to pot in our own 
trademark application to protect St Boiu- 
face, and, if we are successful, we wiD not 
be after any financial gain at all." 

Saints haw: been trademarked in the past, 
tbe case of St Michael and Marks & 
Spencer being the most famous example. But 
St Boniface, who is reputed to have thought 
up the Christinas tree, could become espe- 


cially lucrative if plans to make him the 
patron saint of Europe are successful. 

Professor Hemy Mayr-Hartiug, Regius 
Professor of ecclesiastical history at Oxford 
University and a particular fan of St Boni- 
face, said: “The idea that Boniface should 
be patented for financial gain is dreadful 
... 1 do, however, agree that it is quite fit- 
ting to make hhn the patron saint of Eur- 
ope ... In tny opinion, he had more 
influence in the life and politics of Europe 
than any other Englishman ever and it’s 
pretty below the belt for one man to by and 
comer him for himself." 

But Mr Haigh insists that he is not af- 
ter personal gain. “1 moved to Crediton 
three years ago," he said, “and it was a dead 
and dying town that needed to be uplifted. 
The only thing it has to market itself with 
is Si Boniface and 1 explained this to tbe 
town council in 1995 but it didn’t want to 
know, so 1 have done it myself The Pope 
is being requested that St Boniface become 
the patron saint of the whole of Europe so 
... the export potential is huge ... We are 
also trying to benefit a lot of other people 
along the way. We are selling up a scheme 
that will help small Devonshire manufac- 
turers to sell their goods, as well as help- 
ing to market the town itself. 

“Some of the licensing funds will also 
go to an education fund to help under- 
privileged children. But 1 personally MU not 
make a single penny out of all this." 


Sainsburys pick 
of jresh vegetables, jresh offers 
andjresh ideas. 



Loose Cauliflower 
j65p 49p each 2596 off 


Bring a panafwaterto the boil and cootlOaz(275g)ofbroccoli 
jlozets and 9oz (250g) of cauliflower JJozets Jbr about 4 minutes. 
Chop 3 rashers of bacon aadjry until crisp. 

Meanwhile, put V 2 a pack each of jiresh jlat paisley, jresh mint 
andjresh basil, a clove of garlic, 1 tablespoon of Dijon mustard and 
1 tablespoon of capexs into ajbod processor. Blend, adding 3 tablespoons 
oj olive oil and a tablespoon of lemon juice. Season to taste. 

Drain tbe vegetables and put into a serving dish. Ibur dressing over 
and sprinkle the bacon on top Leavejor 10 mitnxtes before serving. 

At Sainsburys, you’ll alsojind Sugar Snap Peas, Spinach, 
Mangetout, loose Cauliflower and Baby Cora on offer, so 
you won’t have to dig too jar intoyour pocket. 

And if you like the recipe above you’ll jind many more 
in the special vegetable supplement jr-ee with Octobers 
Samsbmys The Magazine. Eating upyour greens will never 
be the same again. - 

Sainsburys 

FRESH FOOL* FRESH IDEAS. 


Sugar SnapPteas 200g £F29~95p 

25% off 

099 

Spinach 200g 79p 
Get 25 extra Reward faints 



Baby Corn andMangetoat200g 

JEHS9 £119 over25%off 


OFFER ENDS 30 SEPTEMBER 1987. EXTRA LARGE CAULIFLOWER NOT INCLUDED IN PROMOTION. ALSO AVAILABLE AT SAINSBURVS SAVAGE WTO E5. PRODUCTS SUBJECT 
TO AVAILABILITY. SOME LINES AVAILABLE AT LARGER STORES ONLY. WE‘D BE INTERESTED IN YOUR COMMENTS: WWW.80lnsburyS.CO.LJk 
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H the better for knowing that the people who grow it don't get ground down 3nd squeezed. 
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Bombing truth is held captive in village under siege 

• • \ 


Israel says it has 
identified the four 
suicide bombers who 
killed 20 Israelis in 
Jerusalem as coming 
from the Palestinian 
village of Azira 
Shamaliya on the West 
Bank. The village has 
been sealed off for five 
days. Patrick Cockbum 
evades Israeli troops to 
talk to relatives of the 
alleged bombers and the 
.Palestinian head of 
security who fears an 
all-out Israeli assault. 

The siege lines are drawn tight 
around the Palestinian village of 
Azira Shamaliya. which Israel 
saw was home to four young 
men in their twenties who blew 
themselves up in Jerusalem, 
killing 20 other people. 

“‘There is going to he a mas- 
sacre here." says Major Hamad 
Suiki Rajeb. the head of the 
Palestinian Preventive Security 
police in this village of 10,000 
Palestinians, as he trains his mil- 
itary binoculars at an Israeli pa- 
trol Nocking the road half a mile 
away. "They tried to come into 



Azira early this morning to ar- 
rest three people they would not 
name and we stopped them." 

Israeli troops surrounded 
Azira Shamaliya, built on the 


side of a steep hill just north of 
the West Bank city of Nablus, 
last Saturday night, searching 
for relatives of the four suicide 
bombers who had blown them- 


selves up on 30 July and 4 Sep- 
tember. They were seeking rel- 
atives of the suspected bombers 
both to interrogate, and to pro- 
vide DNA samples. Late on 
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Tuesday, the office of Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
prime minister, suddenly an- 
nounced Israel knew the iden- 
tity of at least three of the 
bombers who had attacked Ma- 
hane Yehuda market and Ben 
Yehuda pedestrian mall. It 
named MouaTia Jarar’a. Bashar 
Zo nal ha and Touwafik Yassin, 
all from Azira Shamaliya, and 
said that another local man. 
Yosef Shouli, was suspected of 
being the fourth bomber. The 
facts are not easy to check. 
Evety road and track around the 
village is cut off by an Israeli 
checkpoint. 

The West Bank is a curious 
checkerboard of competing au- 
thorities. In Azira Shamaliya the 
Palestinian Authority is in the- 
ory in charge ofriviHau matters, 
while security is still handled by 
Israel, as it is in every so-called 
*Area B”- a district of joint con- 
trol set np for the interim stage 
of the Oslo accords, it is only 
in cities such as nearby Nablus 
that Palestinians exercise foil 
control. But the real situation 


is very different In practice, the 
Palestinian Authority has secu- 
rity control of every West Bank- 
village on a day-to-day basis. Us- 
ing a grocery store in a nearby 
village as their headquarters, 
two members of the Palestinian 
Preventive Security were watch- 
ing developments in Aziriya 
Shamaliya. They said they knew 
of one road which the Israelis 
were not guarding. This turned 
out to be a dirt track winding 
along the floor of a dry wadi for 
three or four miles between the 
olive graves. ' 

We were not the only ones 
to know that the Israeli siege of 
the village had a hole in it Gam- 
ing in the opposite direction 
through a doud of dust came a 
car driven by Hassan Shouli. a 
tractor driver, who said he had 
come to look for food for his 
family. Asked about the al- 
leged suicide bombers, Mr Souli 
added; “Actually, I am related 
to all four of them. I can’t re- 
ally tell you whether what the 
Israelis say is true or noL I 
haven’t seen seen of them for 


some time. But 1 don't think the 
Israelis are absolutely certain 
because they are still looking for 
people.” 

This is probably true. The Is- 
raeli press said the Israeli army 
and the Shin Bet intelligence 
service were amazed bv the 
announcement by Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's office giving details of 
the investigation before it was 
completed. Their main interest 
is to identify not only the 
bombers, but also to unravel 
their network and discover the 
names of the leaders of Hamas, 
the Islamic militant movement, 
who gave them theft 1 orders. 

Mr Netanyahu's agenda is 
rather different. He wants to 
prove to international, and 
above afl. US opinion, that Yass- 
er Arafat, (he Palestinian 
leader, is not liquidating the in- 
frastructure of Izzedine al- 
Qassem, the military wing of 
Hamas. 

The official announcement 
said all four of the alleged sui- 
cide bombers were wanted by 
Shin Bet for questioning re- 


An Israeli victim of three 
Palestinian suicide 
bombers who blew 
themselves up In 
Jerusalem on 4 September. 
Israeli security forces have 
sealed off the village they 
daim b the home of the 
bombers 

Photograph: Nad Shohat 

garding their involvement in a 
shooting at an army patrol at 
Ein Bidan near Nablus in De- 
cember 19%, in which an army 
doctor and a soldier were 
wounded. 

Israel says the four men 
were arrested by the Palestin- 
ian Authority alter the suicide 
bombings in early in 19%. but 
had escaped from Nablus 
prison in September. The offi- 
cial statement adds that the four 
young men from Azira 
Shamaliya were among SS al- 
leged members of Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, another Islamic 
militant organisation, given 
to the Palestinians for arrest af- 
ter the Mahanc Yehuda bomb- 
ing. 

In the village, the families 
of the alleged bombers 
adamantly denied that their 
sons were dead. Fa uni Yassin , 
with seven sons and six daugh- 
ters, said; M My son didn't do it. 
My son is mu a terrorist. I think 
you will see him later." Asked 
if she expected her house to be 
demolished by Israel, she said: 
“My house is not better than my 
son. Before they knock it down 
they should show me his body 
to prove that he is dead." 

In Jerusalem Mr Netanyahu 
was claiming the suicide 
bombers had got their orders 
from Hamas in Nablus, which 
is under Mr Arafat's control. 
The Palestinian leader, reced- 
ing from his daim that the 
bombers had come from 
abroad, said that in any ease 
Azira Shamliya was under Is- 
raeli security control. 

Both sides are wrong. If Is- 
rael had foil security control of 
the village it would not be nec- 
essary to besiege it. Hie reali- 
ty of power in Azira Shamliya 
has already passed into Pales- 
tinian hands. 
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motion could lift Ulster talks out of the trenches 


Key 

Substantive negotiations on 
Northern Ireland’s future appear 
ready to open on Monday as the 
: ’ h , multi-party talks looked set to 
surmount a significant hurdle. 

* *' David McKittrick reports. 


The British and Irish governments and eight 
of the ten Northern Ireland parties were last 
night looking dose to clearing the last pro- 
cedural hurdle which stands in the way of 


serious political negotiations. They were 
about to agree the terms of a key motion, 
prepared by the two governments which is 
designed to catapult the talks out of the pro- 
cedural trench warfare La which they have 
been embroiled since July of last year. 

If the agreement on the motion is 
readied, it will signal thread of the pro- 
tracted “talks about talks phase” and open 
the way for real political negotiation. 

The British government is expected to 
reject an Ulster Unionist Party demand for 
the expulsion of Sinn Fein on the grounds 


that the party contained “unreconstructed 
terrorists'’ who remained uncommitted to 
principles of non-violence and democracy. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, is likely to declare that 
the party had not breached the six Mitchell 
principles. 

Despite protests, David Trimble's Ulster 
Unionists, are almost certain to accept the 
ruling, having committed themselves by 
making it clear that they would remain in 
the talks process even if they lost out on 
the expulsion issue. 


It was also expected that the Canadian 
general, John de Chasicleiru would head 
the international body which is to deal with 
the issue of anus decommissioning in par- 
allel with the political talks. 

Opinions differed yesterday on whether 
the decommissioning issue, on which the 
Ulster Unionist Party bad once laid so much 
store, had effectively been set aside or had 
simply been parked to be the subject of fur- 
ther controversy at a later stage. 

The governments’ procedural motion 
has the effect of moving the talks on from 


agenda item 2A. concerning decommis- 
sioning, where they had been lodged for al- 
most a year. The talks are going on in the 
absence of two secondary Unionist parties, 
the Rev Ian Paisley's Democratic Union- 
ists and Robert McCartney's UK Union- 
ists. 

The substantive negotiations have been 
organised into three strands dealing with 
the internal administration of Northern Ire- 
land, North-South relations and over- 
arching relations between the United 
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland- 


Mr Trimble said that his party would 
continue to campaign for the removal of 
Sinn Fein. He declared: “This was not just 
a one-off gesture on our pan. If they do 
not exclude Sinn Fein now we will come- 
back to this issue again and again and we 
are quite confident that other facts will 
come out. 

“The facts are not available on the Mar- 
keihill bomb yet, but they will be soon. We 
will come back to this issue - it is not just 
Sinn Fein that is on trial, it is the Labour 
government that is on trial.'* 


Irvine defies Cabinet 
line on pay to keep 
ahead of judges 


The Lord Chancellor is 
taking a OS-a-week pay 
increase from I 
December, in spite of 
j.‘ Tony Blair’s appeal for 
pay restraint from the 
Cabinet. Gotin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says Lord Irvine of Lairg 
is more worried about 
his differential over 
judges than setting an 
example for public - 
sector pay. 

Lord Irvine, who was heavily 
criticised for allowing an 
expensive refurbishment of his 
official residence at Westmin- 
ster. is refusing to toe the Cab- 
inet line over his pay. 

^ , The Lord Chancellor will 
take a pay increase of £1,800 in 
December to a total £142508 
• in spite of the appeals for pay 
resiraim by Tbny Blair and 
< Gordon Brown, the Chancellor. 

“The Lord Chancellor will 
not be waiving the 1 December 
increase. The link with the 
Lord Chief Justice’s salary as 
prescribed by statute,, will be 
maintained," said a spokesman 
for the Lord Chancellor's office. 

Under a 1991 ministerial 
salaries act, the Lord Chancel- 
lor receives £2500 more than 
the Lord Chief Justice, and 
Lord Irvine intends to make 
sure that gap is maintained. 

He served notice that he will 
keep his differentials over the 
judiciary by taking another rise 
next April, following the rec- 
ommendations of the senior 
salaries review body, which is 
due to report in Januaiy. 
i Lord Irvine s action may be 


seen as flouting the lead given 
by the Prime Minister and it 
may. ruffle more Cabinet feath- 
ers. John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, has had the t»dr 
of reaching a Cabinet oonsen-' 
sets to forgo their pay increas- 
es of £16,000 and a deal could 
be announced today setting out 
new linkage with etvil servants 
to avoid further embarrass- 
ment for Cabinet ministers! 

The confusion over Cabinet 
pay brought another broadside 
yesterday from John Redwood, 
the Tory trade spokesman. He 
said: “Given all that these politi- 
cians have said about fat cats 
and large pay awards in the past 
Z find ft extraordinary there 
should be any argument These 
politicians should turn down the 
money and leave more cash for 
our hospitals instead.*’ 

“Deny” Irvine is a dose 
friend of the Blairs- the Prime 
Minister and his wife Cherie 
met as student barristers in 
Lord Irvine’s chambers -and he 
is being given special dispensa- j 
tion to break the Cabinet line I 
on pay. j 

It was confirmed that having | 
given up a reported £500,000 \ 
from a lucrative legal practice j 
to take office in the Govern- I 
ment as the country’s senior law jj 
officer. Lord Irvine's main con- j 
cent was to keep up the differ- i 
entials between his own salary \ 
and those of the judges. j 

In April, the salary went up 
from £134578 to £140565 whfle j 
his Tory predecessor. Lord j 
Mackay of Clashfern, was still \ 
in office. No press release was j 
issued by the Lord Chancellors j 
department but an “information f 
sheet" was made available for j 
anyone who raised questions [ 
with Lord Irvine's office about j 
his pay. j 



Lord Provost holds onto his post after Labour suspension 


Lally, the Lord Provost of Glasgow city coun- 
cil, remained defiant last night, saying he would 
continue in his elected position in spite of be- 
ing suspended from acting as a Labour coundflor. 
Pledging to dear his name, he said: “There is no 
reason why I should not continue as Lord 
Provost and 1 certainly intend to continue.’’ 

Mr Lally was One of nine councilors yester- 
day suspended by the Labour's ruling national 
executive (NEC), with only Dennis Skinner and 


Diane Abbott voting against, following a hard- 
hitting report into the allegations, which included 
claims of councillors offering their votes in the 
council in return for foreign junkets. Mr- Skin- 
ner said later that there was insufficient evidence. 
The former leader Jean McFadden was appointed 
acting leader until elections in the Labour 
group in three weeks’ time. 

The NEC heard that in addition to using the 
funds for trips, there were threats of violence 


made against Labour councillors by their col- 
leagues; and breaches of the rules for the dec- 
laration of interests. The nine councillors will be 
given a hearing, but those found guilty of bring- 
ing the party into disrepute could be expelled. 

Mr Lally was among five councillors who were 
suspended from the Labour group, but not from 
all posts in the party. The others were Bob Gould, 
the Labour group leaden Gordon Macdiannid, 
Alex Mosson. and Jim Mutter, the parks and 


recreation convener. Four others who were sus- 
pended from all roles in the party were: Elaine 
Smith. Dcirdre Gaughan, Heather Ritchie and 
Jim Sharkey. 

In a separate move the Labour NEC also en- 
dorsed the suspension of the Labour MR Tom- 
my Graham, following the allegations of a 
smear campaign in a suicide note by Gordon Mc- 
Masier, the MP for Paisley South. 

— GoSn Brown, Chief PoBtkol Correspondent 


Prescott remains unconvinced by advocates of electoral reform 



Deputy Prime Minister 
john Prescott yesterday 
set his face against 
reform of the voting 
system in local 
. government. Colin Brown 
says that after the 
chumminess shown 
towards Paddy Ashdown, 
Mr Prescott provides an 
antidote. 

“I'm not a fan of PR,” John 
Prescott declares in a pre-con- 
ference interview. The SEere- 
taty of Slate for the 
#■ Environment. Transport and 


the Regions does not want pro- 
portional representation in lo- 
cal government, bul he makes 
it clear he will take a lot of per- 
suading before he accepts it for 
Westminster. . 

PR could be one of the 
sticking points in the coming 
year for his loyalty. Tony Blair 
has shown a readiness to draw 
the Liberal Democrats into the 
Government, but he too has 
said he has yet to be persuad- 
ed about the advantages of PR 
for the Commons. 

That has not stopped spec- 
ulation that the momentum Is 
gathering for PR in Westmin- 
ster. with the possibility that 
Lord Jenkins, the Liberal De- 


mocrat peer, conld be ap- 
pointed to head a review with- 
in the next few weeks. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
sets himself against PR for lo- 
cal government in the New 
Statesman before next week’s 


annual Labour Party Confer- 
ence, where Mr Prescon is set 
to be one of the stars of the cel- 
ebratory show. 

He also sets out the difficul- 
ties which will delay the imple- 
mentation of regional 


government with directly elect- 
ed authorities until after the next 
election. “In England you need 
to do something about the lo- 
cal government structure, which 
makes it much more difficult. 

“In the early 1980s I argued 
for a two-tier structure but 
then you have to ask - what is 
the role for the counties? Then 
there is the question of bound- 
aries. Is Cumberland in the 
North-west or the North-east? 
Arguments such as this have al- 
ways plagued this debate ... So 
in my mind, establishing prop- 
er regional assemblies, based on 
local accountability, is a matter 
for the back end of this Parlia- 
ment or the next term." 


He does not deny that there 
have been tensions involving 
other ministers over the com- 
promise plan to go forward 
with regional assemblies ap- 
pointed from councils bul says 
they have been based on mis- 
understandings. 

“There have been mailers of 
real concern for David [Blun- 
kett] and Margaret [Beckett] 
bul we have made it clear in dis- 
cussions with them that this isn’t 
a bid for development agencies 
to take over everything that’s re- 
gional. The departments will still 
retain the budgets. The cham- 
bers would work within frame- 
works laid down by central 
government,’’ 


Salmond calls for co-operation politics 
is Scots begin to cut apron strings 


Climate set for modernising Plaid Cymru 
leaders to seize the Welsh political agenda 
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was millpond calm. Party offi- 
cials were quick to liken the 
scene to the mood of the par- 
ty. This year has seen the SNP 
double its number of MPs to 
six. despite the Labour tide, 
and a more convincing than ex- 
pected vote of approval for a 
Scottish parliament. 

But with a possible place in 
the coalition that will run as 
Scotland’s first home-rule ad- 
ministration, assi nn i n g PR elec- 
tions result in no party having 
overall control, Mr Salmond is 
playing a cautious game. 

At a press conference yes- 
terday he indicated an interest 
in collaborating with the Lib- 
eral Democrats in a Scottish 
parliament whQe also defend- 
ing Donald Dewar. Secretary of 
State for Scotland, against sug- 


gestions that he should have 
been aware of the troubles 
within Glasgow Labour Party. 

Mr Salmond announced he 
was writing to Mr Dewar and 
other party leaders in Scotland 
proposing formal talks on how 
the new parliament should op- 
erate. If the parties could agree 
cm procedures such as working 
hours and scrutiny of propos- 
als rather than point-scoring, 
then Scotland's first parlia- 
ment in 300 years need not 
spend its first six months navel- 
gazing. Mr Salmond said. 

Die four-day conference 
would begin the process of de- 
veloping what Mr Salmond 
called a “radical and exciting 
policy agenda'’ for the first elec- 
tions to the Scottish parliament 
in 1999. 


Welsh nationalism is on 
a roJL Last week’s 
referendum result has 
boosted Plaid Cymru. 
Its annual conference 
begins today and the 
party is in an optimistic 
mood, says Tony Heath. 


The lime is right for Plaid 
Cymru to seize the Welsh 
political agenda, the party’s 
leadership said yesterday. 

Plaid Cymru’s part in se- 
curing a “yes" vote in last 
week’s devolution referendum 
-when voters in traditional na- 
tionalist areas and Labour 
strongholds in the valleys com- 
bined to deliver a slim major- 


ity for a n elected assembly - is 
cited with satisfaction by Marc 
Phillips, the party chairman. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
conference In Aberystwyth, 
Mr Phillips, 43, a moderniser 
and pragmatist looked for- 
ward to a change in the polit- 
ical weather. “Plaid Cymru is 
now operating in a different at- 
mosphere. The script is about 
an assembly taking office in 
Cardiff in a couple of years’ 
tune. This is our opportunity to 
seize the Welsh political agen- 
da,” he declared yesterday. 

Some of the conference’s 
own agenda would find ap- 
proval with the Labour lefL 
There are calls for a minimum 
wage of £4.26 an hour, the de- 
commissioning of Trident and 
a revision of immigration laws. 


None of the 39 resolutions 
for debate at the mid-Wales re- 
sort in the next 48 hours men- 
tions the Welsh language. That 
is an admission that with the set- 
ting up by the Tory government 
of the Welsh Language Board 
chaired by Lord Elis-Thomas, a 
former nationalist MP, cultur- 
al peace has broken out. 

None of ibis distracts the 
nationalists from concentrating 
on 1999 when elections to both 
the Welsh Assembly and the 
European Parliament are due. 

Dafydd Wigley MP. the par- 
ty president, is optimistic: “We 
start from a good performance 
at the general election when 
against the huge Labour tidal 
wave sweeping Wales wc held 
our four seats and increased our 
vote in target constituencies.” 
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Will Norman Foster and 
Anthony Caro cross the 
Thames in a blaze of glory? 


The Millennium Bridge, from St 
Paul’s to the Tate at Bankside, 
would be a wondrous right and a 
wondrous walk, it would also be 
the first Norman Foster work to 
have a dramatic presence in 
London. But, writes Nonie 
Niesewnnd, before it can be built, 
Southwark and the Corporation of 
the City of London both must say 
yes, and there are few bodies 
more different In wealth and taste. 


It would be like a blade of light skimming 
the Thames, a footbridge 300 metres 
long and four metres wide from the river- 
front steps of St Paul's to the new Thte at 
Bankside. 

Slender as it is, this tightrope of a sus- 
pension bridge will have no Indiana Jones 
tilt and sway - the vibration, one quiver 
in three seconds, will be unnoticeable. 
Though anchored on two slender concrete 
* piers, the Thames’s two seven-metre tides 
a day will leave it unmoved. It wfll cost 
£10m, a little more than building a four- 
storey office Mock; £5m of it National Lot- 
tery money, matched by another £3m from 
sponsors (Southwark Council has already 
put up £lm). Subject to planning permis- 
sion from Southwark and City Corpora- 
tion of London it will open as a footbridge 
in the summer of 2000. 

Designed by Norman Foster with the 
sculptor Anthony Caro and the engineer 
Chris Wise of Ove Arup, it emerged as win- 
ner of the competition run last year by The 
Financial Times in the face of 220 entries 
from all over the world, including the great 
Frank Gehiy. You can see why they all en- 
tered - the chance to span the Thames at 
such a spot is a fabulous opportunity for 
£ an architect. Whether other people - lo- 
"cal residents and councils and City types 
- are similarly enthused is another mat- 
ter. 

Bridges make connections. They bridge 
gaps, but some gaps are more difficult than 
jthers. Hike, for example, the difficulty of 
-■ver getting things built when two plan- 
ting committees from two highly eon- 
r as Ling boroughs have to reach the same 
lecision: the richest borough in London, 
Tity Corporation, and the poorest, South- 
vark. People on either side of the river 
lave been invited to public exhibitions of 
he winning scheme. They have studied the 
•ridge proposals at’RlBA and at St Paul’s 
at present the Millennium Bridge pro- 
osal is on view at the Design Museum in 
ondon - and many have willingly com- 
icnded iL 

Detractors are mainly in the City and 
lostty fretting about the view of St Paul’s 
om the river. Actually, it opens up the 
cw of St Paul's from the river but those 
issing under the bridge in a boat will lose 
*. . ght of St Paul’s for 3 nano-second when 
j c concrete pier blocks iL An architect 
io has buQt a lol on the waterfront. Piers 
' ough, expressed his reservations about 
.* e need far a new bridge over the 
lames at the English Heritage brainstorm 
ssion this summer. “Is there any doubt 
it it’s a one-stop bridge bringing tourists 
tile new Tate?” be asked. As it will be 
j world's largest gallery and MORI pre- 
l over six milli on people a year between 
Paul’s and Barricade, that would be some 
le stop." 

In any case, Gough's interpretation is 
illy questionable. As David Bell, chair- 
n of Pearsons, and chief executive of 


The Financial Times which sponsored the 
competition, is anxious to point out, the 
Mfflennium Mile on the riverfront to which 
the bridge would lead has plenty of 
“stops”, from the County Hall aquarium 
at one end and the Globe and the Rose 
theatres at the other, as well as the Lam- 
beth Palace gardens, the proposed wheel 
and the Lido for which pl anning applica- 
tion has been made, Waterloo terminus 
and a new Imax cinema. Besides, people 
from both sides of the river will walk to 
work across iL True, there mil be an en- 
closed pedestrian crossing on the Black- 
friars Bridge road and rail link nearby, but 
crossing that will hardly be an experience 
of the same order. 

“The bridge will link two sides of the 
Thames at an historic point and give free 
access to the largest galleiy in Europe. It 
wOl be the most permanent symbol of the 
millennium in the city. The Mille nnium 
Bridge is very beautiful and of our age. It 
wfll last,” says Bell. 

It will also be an opportunity, the first 
for Norman Foster, the greatest British ar- 
chitect this century, to build something re- 
ally eye-catching in the capital- The 
buildings for which Foster is famo us are 
all abroad, buildings such as the waterfront 
Hong Kong and Shan ghai Bank, and the 
Olympic telecommunications tower pierc- 
ing the blue skies of Barcelona like a 
javelin. Admittedly London does sport his 
Sackler Gallery extension at the Royal 
Academy, and a gem of a building it is, but 
too small and concealed to be a landmark. 

But these days it is not enough for ar- 
chitects to design the world’s most beau- 
tiful buildings or bridges. They have to sell 
them as welL To Fine Arts, to English Her- 
itage, the lottery funding, sponsors to 
match any lottery money, and patrons if 
they don't get either. All summer Daniel 
Libeskind bas been on his feet at the Vic- 
toria & Albert Museum, waving an origa- 
mi-like paper model of his Spiral to win 
over critics and talk through their fears 
on his proposed extension there. Stami- 
na is what the V&A looked for when they 
told him bis competition entry had won. 
The bigger the name, the bigger the has- 
sle. So Norman Foster, who pul togeth- 
er a slide show on the Millennium Bridge 
to present designs, has put in more per- 
formances than a star actor playing in 
repertoire at the National Theatre. Now 
his stand-in, Andy Bow from Foster As- 
sociates, delivers the lecture complete with 
laser pen pinpointing the slides. It starts 
off unthreateoingly with brown sugar 
cubes balanced on pieces of paper and tea- 
spoons across the void, which explains the 
relaxed way in which all three work to- 
gether. Norman Foster recalls the thrill 
of “walking on water in a blade of light,” 
which is the way that Anthony Caro in- 
fused them with the magic of the project 
in the first place. 

As the project has evolved, and 
changes have been made to accommodate 
the judges and respond to public concerns, 
there have been maty changes. First, the 
bridge was spanned m glass but people 
feared they’d slip, so now it is decked in 
teak. A backlit glass panel runs the length 
of the 300 metres, bank to bank, because 
that strip of light makes people feel 
more secure. Chris Wise had to address 
fears about the wind in mid-crossing on 
a bad day, so the bridge was tested twice 
in Canadian wind tunnels at fierce ve- 
locities and as a consequence the 
bal us trading thickened and curved to 
deflea currents. Anthony Caro’s sculptural 
entrances to the bridge came under re- 






ir,. U A7SJ 

~m. „ 





'Jk 

y 

? " 1 ■ 



j J? ::•{ a g- 

'.'•4 

ttfi 1 » 

* m t « 


5* 

£vi-. v - ~ 2 

. m 

JP. 

K >4 i s: 

* ■ » 

m 

fw 

| 4 E v ^ 9 


M 


' f.'liu. 


j, h me 4 

& 

•'U 

m 

*: • . -J 


■;^r- 

. T, 5. • 

,:.a 

*3 

4- - * . a 




. ... 


1 



view for wheelchair access — no changes 
in level or stairs - and unexpectedly, for 
their art Nicholas Scrota of the Tate and 
de Meuron, his architect for Bankside. 
didn’t want the curvaceous cog-like Caro 
sculpture that was planned to stand on the 
sculpture forecourt of the new Bankside 
and anchor the suspension cables. So Caro 
wistfully replaced it with a boulder on that 
side and bas selto work to design two gate- 
way pavilions to mark the St Paul’s side. 
With good humour, the Gladiatorial 
team have shown that they can listen and 
adapt the Millennium Bridge design. 
The only criticism that they have been un- 
able to answer is that people may want to 
jump off iL 


MILLENNIUM MI LE 

Those who cross this bridge from St 
Paul’s (if bridge there be) will walk on 
to a South Bank pa deed with 
pleasures. In the Eighteenth century 
Londoners went south of the river 
for their amusements; momentarily 
they did so again in 1951 for the 
Festival of Britain but, since then, 
pace Ken Livingstone and Tony 
Banks’s efforts, people have gone 
there exclusively for high culture. 
Come the millennium, however, it 
wiU, as this map shows, be irresistible 
in the variety of its pleasures 
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STIR LIN G P RIZE 

The pick of British architecture now 


A boat bouse, a Parisian flat, 
student digs at Trinity and the 
shop at Lord's cricket ground 
are among the 52 buildings cho- 
sen today for their architectur- 
al merit by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. 

It is only the second year of 
category awards in houses and 
housing, conservation, com- 
mercial, health, education and 
leisure buildings, and civic and 
community centres. The win- 
ners of each category will be 
shortlisted for the Stirling Prize 
to be announced at the end of 
November, and on 3 November 
all 52 projects will be exhibited 
at Riba. They make up an in- 
stant photo-fit of what’s hap- 
pening in building around the 
country and in Europe. 

Urban regeneration is a con- 
stant theme, with a Victorian 
stone water tank in Hudders- 
field skilfully converted by Mark 
Lee into a roundhouse; The old 
Luma lighting factory in Glas- 
gow turned into 43 apartments 
by Comelie McClyumont Ar- 
chitects meant changing the 
windows to put two extra floors 
into the high-ceilinged planL 
Built in 1938 to coincide with 
[he Empire Exhibition, the fac- 
tory was derelicL Now its white . 


rationalist facade is a hand- 
some addition to Glasgow. The 
sympathetic restoration by Lif- 
schutz Davidson of London’s 
landmark Oxo building on the 
Thames repackages a redundant 
warehouse as community bous- 
ing with designer studios and the 
Harvey Nichols restaurant on 
top. An advertising coup when 
built in the 1930s, with the win- 
dows spelling out the name of 
the beef extract warehoused 
there, the Oxo building today 
signals changing demograph- 
ics; fewer beef eaters, more 
community housing. 

There are some firsts. The 
first lottery-funded project to be 
awarded architecturally is the 
King’s Lynn Corn Exchange. 
Levitt Bernstein Associates 
turned the Grade II listed build- 
ing dating from 1854 into an 
adaptable aits centre with two 
riverfront theatres fitted with 
hydraulic platforms and re- 
tractable seats. A bit of lottery 
money was used to rig out the 
interiors of Belfast TOrterfront 
Hall by Robinson & McEwaine 
- and to light it - but none went 
into the building. 

Also for the first time Riba 
included across all the cate- 
gories buildings by British ar- 


chitects in Europe. A chic 
Parisian flat by Mark Guard, a 
young architect adept at turn- 
ing tiny spaces into penthous- 
es on low budgets, proves that 
it is possible to make an eight- 
metre by four-metre apartment 
in a Thirties block look spacious. 
His glass, steel and wooden in- 
teriore have a cool contempo- 
rary metropolitan feeL 

Small houses in the private 
sector prove that people are 
more positively disposed to- 
wards architects. Some patrons 
use architects on tiny projects 
almost as high ait Original 
sash windows used as a niche for 
sculpture in the light-filled con- 
version by Stickland Coome of 
a gloomy basement dining room 
in London have “the quality of 
a Ben Nicholson,” Riba judges 
said. 

There are monuments, too, 
like the handsome pale green 
steel and glass train depot by 
Chris Wilkinson at Stratford on 
the extended JubDee line in 
London. This is the first cele- 
bration of the Jubilee jam- 
boree and there is so much 
happening that by the end of 
the century Jubilee buildings 
could well be in their own cat- 
egory. 
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A modest proposal: try eating with the television 



k,: 


3 What docs Mary 
| White house often do 
s5 while she’s eating 
$ j dinner? She watches 
| television (if there’s 
| something suitable on, 
of course). John 
| Sessions, on the other 
.^.hand, never does. These 
teh^davs there are more of 
^ us who behave like her 
than him. And more’s 
the pity, says Nicholas Roe. 
He thinks that it is high 
time that we put aside . 
our remote controls, 
got back round the 
table and talked to 
each other. 


John Sessoas is spewing out a 
torrent of bile which sums up his 
opinion of society's most per- 
vasive vice. Sex? Cars? Drugs? 
No. The thing that realty- scares 
actor Sessions is ... eating din- 
i ner in front of the telty. 

“I hate it,” he fezes. *1 did it 
last night with friends, they asked 
me for a meal and there was a 
lot of telly blaring and I didn't Bee 
it at all. Television is the opiate 

nf ro ratfrmes Ifsa matnlnv* nar - 
cotic which J avoid. I'm one of 
those people who select what 
they watch - maybe 10 pro- 
grammes a week. Why do peo- 
ple do it? Because it takes away 
the awful silences. When yon can 
think of nothing to say to your 
wife or children you are com- 
forted by the fact that you can 
cast an eye on Dale Win ton...” 

1 Here's the sting: if you think 
Sessions is over the top then you 
are part of a new and growing 
moral majority. A survey for 
market analysts Key Note re- 
cently found that two-thirds of 
Britons eat their evening meal 
in front of the television and the 
trend is increasing. The family 
/meal is dying on its sofas. AU 
! those end-of-day catch-ups; all 
( that witty banter. Cone, 
i There’s a confusion here, I 
: surety? When Sessonstenqjts. 

‘ he is voicing somethingfthat is 
probabtymstinctive in all of ns ■ 
- because telty-dining arguably 
threatens virtues we would oth- 
_ erwise support: communica- 
tion, the; sensible division of 
pleasures, family life... 

Yet everybody's at it. Not just 
on paper, and not just the 
masses. Researching this arti- 
cle I spoke to a leading mem- 


ber of the Arts Council, an en- 
trepreneur, a literary agent, a 
nutritionist, and r* most iron- 
ically of all — that arch cam- 
paigner against TV values, 
Mary Whitehouse. AU admit- 
ted that to some degree they are 

guilty of TV dinin g. 

My own feeling is that Ses- 
sions is right: the habit threat- 
ens to make Tfeletubbies of us 
ail. But m the face of that kind 
‘ .of evidence it is clearly time to 
look at tbe defence. And the 
fact is, it's impressive. 

Item: Juliet Burton. She’s a 
pleasant, attractive London lit- 
erary agent with a husband 
and nine-year-old daughter to 
go home to. But does she TV- 
d£ne? “Yes.” she says, “Pm 
embarrassed to say h but I have 
to be honest- 1 would say, five 
nights oat of seven. UsuaDy, my 
daughter Gemma will have her 
grub and sit in front of tbe TV 
and I’m drinking heavDy while 
Midoael will still be waiting up- 
stairs ... and then usually, well 
have ours watching telty too.” 

Why? “It’s a habit we got into 
when we went out all the time 
and were never at home in the 
evening. We would be Out at the 
pub - even af cultural events 
and get home and havea quick 
snackin front of the IV Thafs 
how it started.' Then 'whim 
Geinma was born we stopped 
going put but the habit was 'in- 
grained by then.” • • ‘ 

&> it’s the product of ah ac- 
tive social life, dearly tweaked 
by exhausting days. Fair 
enough, though Ms Burton ad- 
mits: “I think it’s pretty awful,” 
.and when. you ask why not 
stop and just talk, she says, “Ws 
talk overtefly all the time any--, 
way." : . 

■ Move on, Gillian Brieriey is 
development manager for the 
Academy of St. Martin in the 
Fields. She’s 30, lives alone and 
eats at home maybe three times 
a week: “I do eat in front of the 
teQy when. Pm by myself,” she - 
admits. “Not always, but the 
majority of the tune.” ' . 

Why? *Eaimj£Viri silence 
m&ke&^ou totribj^ware that; 
^ you are tytybrnseS’ and silence 
can be" quite a harrowing 
thing." How about music? 
‘Tfelevision is more instantly en- 
gaging than the radio. It’s right 
there in your face.” 

So TV is a partner, too. The 
virtues mount. Gavin Hender- 
son is principle of Trinity Col- 
lege of Music, and chairman of 
the Arts Council's music pan- 



Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


el. “I'm married to a TV pro- 
ducer so to that extent TV fea- 
tures in our lives, except I 
don’t watch very much." be 
says. “But when I do, it is true, 
I tend to eat with iL It tends to 
be a video because 1 go to live 
music programmes almost 
every night and it tends to be 
with a take-away Chinese 
meaL" 

Isn’t he, of all any people, 
ashamed of himself? “Not in the 
' least 1 sort of feel guilty that I 
don't watch more TV because of 
the notion of popular culture." 

So what does be watch? “I 
have a certain guilt that I spend 
so much of my time going to 

q uite ^anHmg perfnrmapr^; 

that when I watch TV I love 
crap. I love retinal massage. 
Stuff that floats in front of my 
eyes. The Bill , for instance." 

Complaints elsewhere, 
please, but you see tbe point 
For Mr Henderson. TV meals 
amount to research and - as 
perhaps with Ms Burton - a 
kind of therapy. It's almost 
noble. 

John Standing owns a cater- 
ing business in Brighton, and he 
bas good reasons to watch, 
too: “1 have been living with 
someone in the past and in that 
scenario we used to sit down 
and exchange thoughts at the 
end of the day.” he says. “But 
now 1 tend to walk in and 
rather than just be in the house 
with nothing I may have TV on 
- Sky News or something in the 
background. If I'm going to eat 
around the lime tbe news 
conies on I w HI probably take 
nty dinner in and watch. But it’s 
more a time management thing 
as well.” . 

Hurry on to Mrs White- 
house. From her J was expect- 
ing an eaxfuL Not a bit of iL “I 
think a lot depends on what is 
on,” she said. “As far as we are 
concerned, my husband and I 
want to watch the news and if 
that comes on at the same 
time as our meal then we wili 
watch it while we have our 
meal.” 

And there we are. Defence 
rests. Everyone has a good 
reason to eat in front of tbe tele- 
vision for at least part of every 
week. It is a habit ingrained by 
the good life, it is company, ef- 
ficiency, cultural investigation, 
news concern and efficient time 
management 

But of course, the whole 
point about pervasive plea- 
sures is that they find several 
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levels of justification. What 
would the prosecution say? 

John Sessions truces his own 
resentment back to childhood 
memories of Vietnam war cov- 
erage. “My parents always had 
tbe TV on at mealtimes and 1 
was aware that there was some- 
thing wrong with sitting there 
eating a burger with these im- 
ages of GIs hauling through the 
jungle going on in the corner," 
he recalls. “1 thought it was 
crazy, eating at the same time." 

But many Qf those who now 
watch and eat clearly doD’t 
care what’s on. Indeed, some 
view news as a more worthy ac- 
companiment to food than, 
say, Absolutely Animals. Have 
we grown less sensitive? Or do 
TV dinners simply underline - 
even protect - the blandness of 
what we watch? These are 
questions the prosecution 
might ask. And then there’s the 
meal itself. 

Dr' Michele Sadler of the 
British Nutrition Foundation 
says of TV dining: “You are fo- 
cusing less on the food. There's 
no evidence that that has any 
effect on nutrient intake, but in 
terms of satisfaction you gel 
from eating, if you see less, 
might you want to go and seek 
that satisfaction later? Maybe 
that should be investigated." 
Maybe it should. But Dr. 
Sadler says she TV dines “oc- 
casionally”. 

Sessions says he wishes he - 
could be as funny profession- 
ally as be is over dinner with 
friends. Maybe any of us should 
ask ourselves when we last 
cracked a joke over telty. And 
singles might ask themselves 
when else in the day they ex- 
perience silence. “It's just 
putting the problem on bold," 
is Sessions’s view. 

Personalty. Fm with the pros- 
ecution. Ibo many mingled 
pleasures, one is never enough. 
Evidence: a ubiquitous can of 
Coke; an ever-present Sony 
Walkman. TV dining at any lev- 
el other than the most occa- 
sional is just another 
monument to greed. 

Sentence? Make it commu- 
nity service. Eat with friends. 
Bring back candles and napkins 
and serviette rings and lacy 
table-cloths. Dress up the meal 
like some old partner who's run 
out of sexy ideas. Reach for the 
radio. Anything rather than 
the TV knob. You won’t agree, 
of course. But then your sofa 
is probabty stained with gravy. 
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This week: how can I ask for a rise, after years on the same salary? 


DILEMMAS 

Virginia" 

ironside 


For ID years, Hattie’s 
been getting the same 
salary in a small firm. 
Her boss is 
sympathetic to the 
problems of a working 
mother, but now a 
junior position’s been 
filled by a woman on 
much more money. 
How can Hattie screw 
up courage to ask for 
a rise? 


Tfen years seems an awfully 
long time to live on a sum that 
has, in terms of the cost of liv- 
ing, been getting continually 
smaller and smaller. 

Did Hattie keep her mouth 
shut because she thought she 
was of no economic value? It’s 
funny the enormous number of 
women who are so lacking in 
self-esteem that they would 
almost pay to have a job. And 
certainly women in highly 
important roles, such as actually 
seeing that the office runs OK, 
can mistake their role for 
motherhood and feel, deep 
down, that it is not right to ask 
for extra payment. Vfages for 
housework has always seemed 
a batty idea to me; but some 
women feel that wages for be- 
ing mother bea to tbe firm' is 
also rather odd, and though 
they know intellectually they 
should get paid, emotionally 
they feel surprised and grate- 
ful that they get anything at alL 
Add to this the famity atmo- 
sphere of Hattie’s small firm - 
that her boss is very consider- 
ate to arty problems with her 

children, allows her time off and 
so on - and a woman can often 
be bamboozled into feeling 
that it is just as good to be paid 
in kindness as in cash. 

However, finally the worm 
bas turned. If Hattie had been 

getting a bare 2 per cent a year 
since she started she'd be 35 per 
cent better off now, so she can 
use that sum as a guideline, 
perhaps she should estimate the 
saving she’s made in child care 
and balance the figure up- 

Thc next step is to confront 

her boss. This is where she must 

be very C3rsW- ftjpple who- 
siomp into bosses’ offices whin- 


ing about how unfair things are. 
and claiming they're being ex- 
ploited, may possibly get (he 
rise they want, but their com- 
plaints leave a nasty taste in 
everyone’s mouth. It takes two 
to do the paso doble, anyway, 
and Hattie has to take a fair bit 
of blame for the situation since 
she's been a mouse for so long. 

How she phrases her request 
is crucial. ! suggest she makes 
a date to see her boss and then 
goes in with rather a sheepish 
, smile on berface. “1 must be the 
most forgetful woman around," 
she should say with a winsome 
smile, “because in all the time 
I’ve been here Fve never asked 
for an increase. It seems to me 
that since I haven't asked, the 
least T could expect would be 
to be paid the same as the new 
woman you’ve employed, or 
perhaps 5 or 10 per cent more 
to reflect my seniority.” 

This way, she takes respon- 
sibility for not getting a rise and 
avoids confrontation. 

What will he say? If Hattie 
is of economic value her boss 
may well appreciate the way she 
approaches the situation, and 
cough up. If he's been regard- 
ing her as a tiresome old bat for 
years and has just been ex- 
ploiting her, he’ll tell her that 
he can't afford any more and 
Hattie will have an idea how 
much she means to the firm. ' 

Asking requires two things. 
A dear idea of what she wants, 
and courage. I once made eight 
appointments to see an errat- 
ic female editor, seven of which 
. were cancelled. At the eighth 
she gave me a thumbs-down, li 
was humiliating, but at least I'd 
asked. And 1 left as soon as pos- 
• sible afterwards. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


Shock your employer 
and ask for more 

You know the only solution for you 
is to approach your employer and to 
ask him for an appointment to 
discuss your situation. My situation 
is vety similar to youis and when I 
finally popped that difficult question 
his first reaction was: “You are not 
leaving, are you?” 

I have three young children and a 
husband who frequently travels 
abroad. I was very pleased to find a 
job locally where the atmosphere 
was very positive and understanding 
towards tbe combination of 
motherhood and work. 1 started this 
job three years ago and it became 
quickly apparent that I was able and 
willing to take on more and more 
interesting and responsible work. So 
my brief expanded but a raise m 
money was never mentioned. 

Then a freelancer was hired to 
take over part of my more 
interesting work and was paid more 
per hour than I was per day! Thai 
did it for me. like you, I was facing 
a very difficult decision because in 
the end, it is hard to combine 
motherhood with work. 

This is what I did: I scanned all 


the papers for job advertisements 
and made a note of similar jobs and 
the salary. 1 wrote to one and got as 
far as an interview. That gave me 
the confidence to approach my boss. 
1 set myself a date by which I had to 
ask him for an appointment. I admit 
it was in tbe last two minutes before 
I dared to do it. What happened was 
amazing: the moment I opened ray 
mouth on this subject he was the 
one who became nervous and 
embarrassed. We bad at first an 
open discussion to assess what we 
wanted from one another and for 
me it has worked out brilliantly the 
freelancer is gone, another person is 
hired to do the administrative part 
of my job and I am left with doing 
onty the interesting work. I also 
work less hours and received a pay 
rise. 

So Hattie, you are much more 
valuable than you think. 1 wish you 
luck! 

C Maynard Smith, London 

It’s your duty to demand a 
better deal 

Yes. of course you’re being taken 
advantage oft and I've been there as 
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I have a daughter of 14 who is becoming 
very greedy. As a single parent 1 find 
it hard enough to pay the bills, and have 
always kept her well dressed, with oc- 
casional trips out to theatres, events and 
so forth. But she’s lately been out with 
new friends who have-tons of cash and 
she’s become vety demanding, asking 


a widowed parent in the 1950s. 
Unofficial flexitime is seen ty your 
employer as his benign “quid pro 
quo" - but always in his favour. He 
thinks he’s doing you a favour, feels 
good about it, and is therefore off 
the hook. 

In the Seventies, as a daughter 
caring for elderly parents, I found a 
totally different attitude - which 
gave me freedom within limits of 
contact hours to attend the 
inevitable crises. 

It's your bounden duty in the 
1990s, and not only for your own 
sake, to tackle your boss, PJ>.Q. 
about an official flexitime policy and 
a regular pay-review structure. 
However small tbe firm, both of 
these arrangements can be made 
openly and without any emotional 
blackmail. 

Anne Crocker, Bath 

Accept that it may be 
time to move on 
As a Former manager (and 
employee) I know that bosses, like 
everyone else, take those dose to 
them for granted. Your grievance 
wfll probably be greeted 


with genuine surprise. 

Plan a date by which you will 
raise the issue of a pay rise. Prepare 
carefully. looking at advertisements 
for comparable jobs to gauge your 
market worth. You may want to 
apply for jobs, on a confidential 
baas, to get you in a positive frame 
of mind and give yoo a fall-back 
position. In the period before the 
discussion, do not sulk, simmer or 
“work to rule”. Be especially 
cheerful, industrious and smart. 

When the appropriate moment 
comes, keep it factual and 
unemotional, don’t give ultimatums 
and make it dear that you don’t 
wish to ambush the boss into an 
instant response. Cite your worth in 
terms of the market and don’t make 
. too many comparisons with 
colleagues, which will only make you 
feel mean and your boss defensive. 
Don’t be fobbed off with how 
flexible tbe firm has been. This is 
what businesses have to do these 
days to hold on to valuable 
employees who happen to be 
parents. Come to terms in advance 
with the fact that if you get nowhere, 
this may be time to move on. 

Karen Ludlow, London SW18 


for £100 for a shopping trip and say- 
ing I don’t love her when I can't do it. 
I have told her to ask her father, who 
has paid nothing towards her upkeep. 

I'm lucky to have two part-time jobs, 
but this means no sick or holiday pay. 
Lately I’ve been crying, and so miser- 
able I’ve had to take days off sick, so 


we are even worse off. I get family cred- 
it but I dread this ending when my 
daughter leaves school. What can I do? 
Andrea 


Comments are welcome, and everyone 
who has a suggestion quoted will be sent 


a bouquet jromlntcrflaia. Send personal 
experiences or comments to me at the 
Features Department, The Indepen- 
dent * 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London EJ4 5DL (fax 0171-293 2182) 
by Tuesday morning. And if you have a 
dilemmas of your own that you would 
like to share, please let me know. 
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Pleas for Saudi clemency, yes, but no more than that 
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Robin Cook got it exactly right when he 
said the objective is to avoid any death 
penally and any lashes. Any British gov- 
ernment, whatever its political complex- 
ion, however anxious it might be about 
trade or oil, could do no less than inter- 
cede to prevent brutal creatmeaat of British 
citizens, guilty or innocent But it need do 
no more than that, certainty not pander 
to. the hysterical tone which has accom- . 
panied reporting of the accused British 
nurses in Saudi Arabia. We need to 
recognise this story is richly cross-cut by 
questions of cultural relativism, racism. 
Islam -phobia; it has also thrown up un- 
savoury evidence of prurience. 

There are such things as universal hu- 
man rights - that belief is a cornerstone 
of our civilisation - and they probably in- 
dude protection against cruel and unusual 
p unishm ent. But there are also such 
thing s as tolerance of local circumstance 
and recognition of the diversity of morals. 
There are also the obligations which trav- 


ellers or residents in a foreign country take 
upon themselves. The intolerance of strict 
Islam for the consumption of alcohol, 
among other things, is well known. Tb go 
and live in Saudi Arabia as a matter of 
choke is also to accept, temporarily, the 
jurisdiction of Saudi police and Saudi 
judges. 

Hie desert kingdom has been pretty 
much of a known quantity since at least 
Richard Burton's time, and anyone going 
there to live, induding British nurses, has 
done so in the knowledge that Saudi ways 
are emphatically not our ways, living, 
abroad is to enter into an implicit contract 
with the host country: take its pay, observe 
its rules. When things go awry, the con- 
tract does not cease to be valid. 

British justice is not impeccable nor - 
which may be more to the point in this case 
- is the conduct of investigating police of- 
ficers. That said, the performance of 
Saudi institutions leaves some big ques- 
tions pending, they have nothing to 


do with sharia law or the principles of 
Islam. The Saudi government, evidently 
anxious to palliate opinion in Britain, de- 
spite the harsh language of its ambassador 
in London, has fallen between two stools, 
neither treating the case as it would have 
done if, say, Ktipino maids had been in- 
volved, nor ensuring that the suspects were 
treated in Western fashion. Tim involve- 
ment of the victim’s brother has further 
muddied the water. 

None of that is to challenge either the 
legal competence of the Saudis to try the 
case according tb precedent, nor their ca- 
pacity to find and punish Nurse Gilford’s 
killers. Saudi Arabia may be a nepotistic 
oligarchy where the proceeds of oil ex- 
traction have fed an orgy of materialism 
(and a series of deeply ambiguous inter- 
ventions in Middle Eastern politics) but 
that does not permit the inference that no 
justice is possible in the Wngdnm. 

The Saudis, moreover, wfll justly note 
the sudden change of tack on the part of 


British newspapers wbo not king ago were 
all too keen on the application of bamboo 
canes to bare backs-as long as the wield- 

ers were stout British turnkeys and the 
backs belonged to youthful malefactors. 
There is in short a whiff of racism in the 
air. -The fr et elements in latter-day 
Islam are deeply misogynist is of no direct 

relevance, except that the accused nurs- 
es have alleged they were sexually abused 
by investigating police officers, a charge 
that would have been impossible to lodge 
if women in Saudi Arabia were gjven even 
elementary public recognition and civic 
protection. 

Robin Cook needs to keep his nerve 
and stick to proper intercession with 
what is after ah one of Britain’s closest 
diplomaticpaitneis in the region. H3s task 
would, it must be said, be easier had he 
not recently been buckling on the breast- 
plate of international relations right- 
eousness and pro claiming an ethical 
foreign policy in absolutist terras, lb 


strive to conduct relations with foreign 

rouotric«onthebasisafasetofva^s® 

one things to announce in grandiloquent 
terms that henceforth Labour's foreign 
relations would be squeaky clean « 
another, and Mr Cook risks being held to 
pffnnnf to impossible standards. 

Perhaps this case’ will give him a 
chance to get a better grip on what he in- 
tends. The sale of arms to and diplomat- 
ic support for Saudi Arabia constitute a 
large British interest: that contention has 

not been diaDenged. As a general rule the 

internal affairs of the Arabian peninsula 
are not our concern, and we expect 
British nationals working there (for their 
personal benefit) to play by load rules. 
What that leaves as government s role m 
the case of Nurses McLauchlan and Party 
is not great. To plead for demency. to de- 
plore treatment that British opinion re- 
gards as barbarous - these are the least 
and the sum of appropriate official 
intervention. 
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Millennium bomb 

Sir. Nicholas Lumsden (Letters, 
25 September) is suffering from 
a common reaction to the year 
2000 problem: denial. His sug- 
gestion that users should sim- 
ply wind forward their 
computer docks to 2001 is im- 
practical, misses the scale of the 
problem but, most important, 
simply will not work. The dif- 
ficulty is not in recognising the 
year 2000 perse but with com- 
puters understanding that the 
years “00", “01”, etc, come 
after “99”. 

Even if his idea were feas- 
ible, it makes the basic as- 
sumption that this is a problem 
which affects only personal 
computers, and has a single so- 
lution. Unfortunately, as IT 
directors across the world are 
discovering, this is not the case. 
HELENA STURRIDGE 
Editor, Computer Weekly 

Sin This week you have printed 
two letters displaying a degree 
of ignorance about the year 
2000 computer problem. 

First, whilst there is an op- 
tion to all users to sue the sup- 
plier this will not correct the 
problem, nor will it provide 
enough compensation quickly 

enough to fund the chang es that 
will be required. If a company 
wishes to be in business after 31 
December 1999 it needs to 
:heck its computer systems 
iow, not get involved in a court 
»se that will finish in the next 
iccade. 

Secondly, the problem is 
nainly connected with old code 
m mainframe machines. 
tD2000 compliance is a real 
isue that will effect real 
cople’s lives and jobs. There 
re no dever answers or quick 
llulions. This is a serious busi- 
css, and your readers need to 
ake up to the fact. 

RAH AM EVANS 
orthampton 

reud’s reputation 

n Andreas Whittam Smith, in 
s account of Freud's seduction 
coiy, states that “Freud had 
come convinced by stories re- 
ed to him by patients of the 
portancc of sexual exper- 
lces undergone during child- 
od" (23 September). This is 
: account Freud gave many 
trs later, but is false. As his 
ginal papers show, it was he 

0 insisted that the patients 

1 experienced sexual 
lest at ion in infancy: the 
ients, Freud reported. 
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“assure me ... emphatically of 
their unbelief”. 

Mr Whittam Smith alludes 
to the many references to 
Freud in recent publications as 
evidence of our debt to him, but 
Richard Webster is nearer the 
mark when he writes that Freud 
is treated as “a kind of dead 
letter box into which any pro- 
found insight into human na- 
ture whose origins are obscure 
... is automatically sorted”. 

As Mr Whittam Smith in- 
dicates. there have been several 
scholarly critiques of Freud in 
recent years. The fact that he 
describes these as “vicious" 
suggests that he has not read 
them, but is relying on second 
hand reports. 

ALLEN ESTERSON 
London W6 

Voting reform 

Sin In his perceptive piece 
(Comment, 23 September) 
Donald. MacIntyre outlines two 
choices for the Electoral Com- 
mission which Labour and the 


Liberal Democrats have 
pledged wOl draw up a “single 
proportional system” of election 
to put before voters in a refer- 
endum, as an alternative to the 
status quo. 

The difficult for Labour ad- 
vocates of the Alternative Vote 
(such as Peter Mandelson and 
Peter Hain) is to show how this 
system can be reconciled with 
Labour’s manifesto pledge to 
offer a proportional system. In 
our recent report, “Making 
Votes Count” (published this 
week by Scarman Trust Enter- 
prises) we show that this system 
would be far less proportional 
than first-past-the-post elec- 
tions -for instance, cutting Tory 
MPs at the 1997 election from 
165 to just 110, half the num- 
ber they would be entitled to 
under a proportional system. 

We aba showed that the Lib- . 
eral Democrats’ favourite sys- 
tem (the single transferable 
vote) would have worked in an 
unproportional way in 1997, so 
that Paddy Ashdown also con- 
fronts a problem in reconciling 


his preference with the promis- 
es already made to voters. 

By contrast the approach 
which Donald Marintyre sees 
as a “possible doudy basis for 
compromise” is a variant of a 
third system called the Addi- 
tional Member System, which 
does operate in a reliably pro- 
portional way, so kmgas it is de- 
signed right It involves electing 
some MPs locally, and some re- 
gionally through party top-up 
lists. 

With a 5(h50 split between 
the two types of MPs, or slightly 
more local MPs, as in the Scot- 
tish Parliament, this method 
works very proportionately. 

But the more local MPs 
there are (and hence the few- 
er top-up MPs to correct dis- 
tortions) the more dis- 
proportions! tins system would 
become. 

These results, established by 
tbe most rigorous political 
science methods, are not just 
“voting systems nerdeiy” (as 
Donald Madntyre terms it). 
They go to the heart of the 


problems which both Labour 
and liberal Democrats con- 
front in the future. You cannot 
inaugurate a new age of better 
politics by betraying firm man- 
ifesto promises on the choice 
tbal citizens wfil get in the ref- 
erendum on voting reform. 
PATRICK DUNLEAVY 
(LSEX HELEN MARGETTS 
(Birkbeck College), STUART 
WEIR (University of Essex) 
Department of Government 
LSE 

London WC2 

Snoring 

Sir. Monique Roffey’s article 
(“I’d love to go to bed with you, 
but don’t expect to sleep”, 23 
September), starts with: “Snor- 
ing is one of the most anti-social 
human habits.” 

Let’s face it, we all snore in 
varying degrees. It’s tbe way na- 
ture made us, so why make a big. 
thing about it? 

Even our recently departed 
and much loved cat snored 
loudly enough to wake our 


visitors. Accept it; ifs part of life 
and no big deal. 

So, Monique, if you love him 
and he loves you, do what you 
do together in the bedroom, 
and sleep, if required, in sepa- 
rate ones: we do, as we find 
many of our friends doaswelL 
STUART AND MARGARET 
HARRISON 
Lichfield, Staffs 

Malaya and Islam 

Sir Matthew Chance's criti- 
cisms of the Islami c revival in 
Malaysia show an inability to 
realise that non-European 
peoples might intelligently pre- 
fer their own values to those of 
Europe (“Islam’s grip tight- 
ens”, 22 September). 

As Malaysia opens up to tbe 
world, its young people are in- 
evitably becoming more aware 
of the faults as well as the 
virtues of the global civilisation 
which the West has created. 
For instance, while Muslims in 
most countries affirm the right 
of religious minorities to con- 


sume alcohol, they cannot 
accept that alcohol is truly in a 
different category to other nar- 
cotics. Many look with puzzle- 
ment on the reactions to the 
death of the Princess ofWftles, 
for which everything except 
the true culprit -alcohol -was 
blamed. 

Muslims have similar diffi- 
culties understanding tbe Wj$t- 
em urge publicly to display the 
human body, either in person 
or through images. 

It is Dot tbe body or private 
sexuality that we object to, but 
rather the progressive sexual- 
isation of public spaces, which 
inevitably provides more scope 
for marital infidelity and hence 
the traiima of divorce. 

[Public anatomical displays 
may enrich the fashion and 
cosmetics industries, but they 

are Oppressively ma rginalising 

to the old, and to all who may 
be spiritually admirable, but 
physically foil to measure up to 
the current images of perfec- 
tion. Modesty in dress is hence 
not oppressive, but liberating. 


No doubt any onslaught by 
a Malaysian prime minister on 
a demigod of the financial 
world will call forth a dutiful 

■ flurry of anti-Malay sentiment. 

But Malaysia remains a success 
story, with no Ulster-style reli- 
gious violence between its 
many religions groups. 

As it grapples with a flawed 

■ modernity, it will continue to 
thrive because o£ rather than 
despite, its confident Muslim 
identity. . 

ABDAL HAKIM MURAD 
Cambridge 

Conservation 

Sin The Independent recently 
published an article (“World 

conservation groups accused of 

putting people last in rush to 
preserve endangered plant and 
animal specks”, 15 September), 
which reported an accusation by 
the group Survival Inter- 
national regarding the bio- 
prospecting project which 
Conservation International 
helped establish among the 
Saramaka Maroon people of 
Suriname’s rain finest 
As in all of CFs projects, the 
foundation of our work begins 
with tbe local people. In Suri- 
name, Cl helped establish the 
bioprospecting project as a 
means for the country to ben- 
efit economically from its bio- 
logically rich rain forest without 
cutting it down. 

The Maroon people of Suri- 
name are Conservation Inter- 
national’s partners in an 
ongoing effort to prevent the 
wholesale destruction of Suri- 
name's rain forests. 

LISA BOWEN 
Media Relations Director 
Conservation International 

Red Cross 

Sin Before the Red Cross 
spend their money on design- 
ing a new logo, why don’t they 
rotate their current logo 
’ through 45 degrees to create a 
non-religious symbol? 

They could call it The Red 
Cross. 

ANDY BROWN 
St Alban's, Herts 

Irish stereotypes 

Sin I wish to add my voice to 
the growing number of protests 
against the BBC’s portrayal of 
the Irish in a stereotypical 
manner. I refer, of course, to 
the characters in BalfykissangeL 
RUTH MCCRACKEN. 
Milton Keynes, Bucks 


A woman one simply has to take one’s hat off to - and then eat it 


ipLILES 

iiUNGTON 


Today I am pleased to welcome 
a guest writer, Mrs Ethel Rom- 
mel of the Mfilineiy Museum 
in Yorkshire. This museum is 
one of the very few in the 
world devoted entirely to head- 
gear, and Mrs Rommel (no re- 
lation) has made a lifelong 
study of the influence of bats 
and caps on the English lan- 
guage. Today she answers all 
your queries. 

Where does the expression 
" madcap ” come from, as in 
“ madcap exploits”? 

Mrs Rommel writes: There 
has always been a dose corre- 
lation between the brain and 
the thing which covers the 
brain, ie the hat or cap, so in 
popular parlance it is quite 
common to transfer charac- 
teristics of one to the other. 


That is, when we think some- 
one is a bit cracked, we say he 
is a “madcap”. When we want 
someone ro buck their ideas up, 
we tell him to “get his thinking 
cap” on. We don't really think 
that the cap can think. We are 
just lending the cap qualities as- 
sociated with ... 

Yes, yes, yes - 1 get the idea. 
But we don't call female intel- 
lectuals anything like that, do we? 
We call them “blue stocking y". 
Why do we call them “ blue 
dockings” and not “blue hats” or 
something? 

Mrs Rommel writes: Ah, 
now that is slightly outside my 
subject. That's a stocking ques- 
tion. If you really want to know, 
I can give you the address of 
Mrs Jane Mauleverer, my coun- 
terpart at the Sod: and 


Stocking Collection ... 

Er. no, thank ... Why do we 
say " If the cap fits, wear it”? 

Mrs’ Rommel writes: Be- 
cause it is ally to wear a hai that 
is too tight or too loose. 

No, I mean, why have we en- 
shrineditin a proverb? Why not, 
if the shoe fits, wear it, or, if the 

dibrtfits, wear it ? 

Mis Rommel writes: Many 
proverbs deal with different 
activities, and it tends to even 
out. After all, we also say 
“You've made your bed and you 
must lie on it,” or “You can’t 
have your cake and eat it,” and 
we at Millinery House don’t 
grumble that the bed people 
and cake people- have got there 
first. If you would like to know 
more, I can give you tbe address 
of the Bed Collection, or the 


Cake Heritage Centre ... 

No, thankyou very much. Ted 
me though, *hy do we say that 
somebody has been knocked 
'into a cocked hat? 

Mrs Rommel writes: We 
don’L 

Don’t we? 

Mrs Rommel writes: No. 
Not any more. JReseardi shows 
that this expression has mote or 
less died oat 

Oh. MkO, what about “throw- 
ing your hot in the ring”? 

Mrs Rommel writes: Yes, 
that’s still current As you know, 
it means to enter a competition. 
Especially one that involves 
throwing hats into a ring. 

Has there ever been such a 
thing? 

Mis Rommel writes: No. 
But you must remember that 


the hat is the most instantly re- 
movable item of clothing that 
we possess, and therefore tbe 
quickest to symbolise things. 
That’s why we say that a foot- 
baller has been “capped for 
England”. That’s why we “pass 
the hat round” when we are col- 
lecting. You wouldn't pass the 
coat round. Or say that some- 
one has been trousered for 
England. Would you? 

No, but you do talk about 
someone flying by the seat of his 
pants, don’t you ? 

Mrs Rommel writes: How 
very true. If you want further in- 
formation, why not write to the 
Trouser Information Centre, at 
Bipedal House, London Wl? 

Tfcs, I mighL And there again, 
I might noL Why is it called a 
bowler? 


Mrs Rommel writes: Why is 
what called a bowler? 

A bowler hat 

. Mrs Rommel writes: Ah- It 
is so named after John Bowler, 
a London hatter. 

Why Is it called a derby in 
America? 

Mrs Rommel writes: Be- 
cause the Americans are not de- 
mocratic like us and prefer to 
name things after aristocrats. 

In this case. Lord Derby? 

• Mrs Rommel writes: Very 
good. Did you know, by the way, 
that the French word for bowler 
is “Chapeau melon” or “Mel- 
on hat”? 

Named after a hatter called 
Jean Melon, nodoubt? Or per- 
haps endowed by the Mellon 
Foundation? 

Mrs Rommel writes: No. 


The French simply thought it 
resemtdeda melon. You can al- 
ways I earn more by writing to 
the Fresh Fruit Foundation ... 

Ah!! I didn't see that one 
coming! Very good! You pulled 
the wool over nty eyes there! In- 
cidentally, is that a hat 
expression ? 

Mrs Rommel writes: No. It 
is a sheep expression. Why not 
write to ...? 

No, thanks. Ai venjowd 

this very much, but I haven't 
learnt a thing. If you haven’t been 
talking through your hat. I'll... 

Mrs Rommel writes: Eat 
your hat? 

Exactly. 

If you want to know more 
about headgear and language, 
write to anyone you like but not 
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Ashdown ran away from 
telling the harsh truth 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

WITH THE 
LIB DEMS 


The Liberal Democrats love their leader. 
There is nothing synthetic about the rapture 
with which Paddy Ashdown's party received 
his speech yesterday. The hall was packed. 
The minute-by-minute applause sponta- 
neous. The party basking in the leader’s own 
flattery of it Even as he magnanimously dis- 
tributed compliments to those who ran the 
election campaign, the faithful sat secure hi 
the uashakeable belief that he is over- 
whelmingly the party’s greatest electoral as- 
set. A few of his younger lieutenants have 
this week have jockeyed, with absurd opti- 
mism, for the benefit of the gallery. But iris 
in the empty hope of filling a vacancy which 
for now doesn’t remotely exist. 

Paddy is entitled to this adulation. But 
it also sets a yardstick by which to judge what 
he says to his party. Supremely popular 
among his own tribe as he is, Ashdown can 
afford to take liberties which might noL be 
available to another leader. A William 
Hague, his position precarious almost be- 
fore his leadership is completely underway, 
apparently dares not speak truths about the 
reasons for his parly’s defeat. Ashdown, rid- 
ing on an electoral success, unchallenged for 
nine years at the head of an expanding par- 
ty. can get away with a great deal more. 

So this is one yardstick by which to as- 
sess the well rehearsed message that Ash- 
down was telling home truths to his party 
yesterday. The other is the disjunction ex- 
posed in Easthoume this week between 
where Ashdown wants to take the Libera] 
Democrats and when; they want to be. Don 
Foster, the education spokesman, does not 
make the ludicrous claim that the Blair be* 
trayed the Labour government by not bring- : 
ing primary school class sizes down to 30. 
four months after taking office, because he 
believes it He does it because he thinks it 
is what the party wants to hear. Charles 
Kennedy Is an intelligent enough politician 
to know the rank absurdity of suggesting that 
(he Lih Dems should set about (he task of 
replacing the Conservatives as the main op- 
position to Labour. It's a claim which de- 
fies history, wishing away the enduring 
right in British politics. It founders on the 
truth that of for every 1(1 seats where the Lib- 
eral Democrats are second, seven are Tory 
and three are Labour. Kennedy doesn't think 
those seals are remotely winnable by mak- 
ing the Government the Liberal Democrats’ 
principal opponents. Nor docs he think for 
a second, as he appeared to imply this week, 
that coalition with Labour is not the utter- 
ly inevitable consequence of electoral reform. 
He just thinks they arc arguments that will 
appeal (o the large proportion of activists 
who are much more interested in winning 
scats from Labour on local councils than in 
increasing their power at Westminster. As- 
suming therefore that the Kennedy* and Fos- 
ters are judging their party correctly, 
Ashdown, seeking to condition his party to- 


wards what it needs to do it if it to realise 
the holy grail of electoral reform bas both 
a big problem and the power to do a tot about 
it. 

It’s bard to give him more than two 
cheers. He spoke, albeit a little opaquely, 
of tbe “risks" he was prepared to take to max- 
imise the party’s influence. He wanted, right- 
ly. that the party will have to compromise 
some of its most cherished constitutional 
goals if it is to make progress in the famous 
joint Cabinet committee. He was careful de- 
spite some unrepentant and generalised New 
Labour-bashings to affirm his belief that Blair 
is “serious about changing the culture of our 
• politics.” In agentle but unmistakeable re- 
buff to Kennedy, he derided the notion that 
the Liberal Democrats should be content to 
be a “conventional opposition”. He warned 
against “an excessive concern for our puri- 
ty." He eschewed tbe “politics of the tribe”. 

So far so good. It was. in the end, an ap- 
peal for the Liberal Democrats to grow up. 
But was it enough? Did the audience un- 
derstand it in their hearts as well as their 
heads? . Within two hours of Ashdown’s 
speech the conference did two apparently 
trivial things which rather graphically sug- 
gest otherwise. Fust, in a move inspired by 
little more than the self-interest of die ubiq- 
uitous Liberal Democrat connc31ois, the con- 
ference reaffirmed its opposition to the idea 
of a directly elected London mayor. With one 
vote, scarcely noted in the warm afterglow 
of Ashdown rhetoric, the parly, described 
in that rhetoric as the true reformers, lead- 
ing on a laggardly Labour Party, set itself 
agamst one of die most exciting constitutional 
innovations of the new government. And 
even if the party’s policy were right, is it sen- 
sible? Are the Liberal Democrats really go- 
ing to campaign for a No vote in the 
referendum on an elected mayor - and in 
the process look even more antidduvian than 
the Conservative Party? Blair overcame sim- 
ilarly entrenched municipal opposition to 
make the mayor policy. Ashdown, in his 
speech yesterday, didn’t even try. Immedi- 
ately afterwards tbe party reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to tbe single transferable vote. 
There is not the merest -ghost of a chance 
that STV will become the agreed system of 
PR. At tbe moment the party will be lucky 
if it achieves the “alternative vote” before 
the next election -very lucky considering that 
on the 1997 vote shares it would have dou- 
bled their seats in Westminster. 

' - Ii'seasyto say that doesn’t matter, that 
. in the big grown-up village of Westminster 
everybody who knows anything knows that 
Ashdown appreciates that all these policies, 
from an impressively huge list of spending 
commitments to an absolutely unattainable 
form of PR don’t mean anything. But Blair, 
whom Ashdown genuinely admires, rather 
more than he let on to his conference yes- 
terday, bas shown there is an other way. That 
it’s not just the leader who matters; the par- 
ty has to change too. It's unwise for Labour 
politicians to patronise the Liberal De- 
mocrats, the best of whom would grace a 
Blair Cabinet, as tbe Prime Minister knows. 
But it just as unwise for the Liberal De- 
mocrats to patronise Labour. When Ash- 
down rightly congratulates his party for their 
successes, and then harangues Labour for 
its tax and spending policies, he would do 
well to remind it that quite a lot of those suc- 
cesses were because Labour supporters 
switched to Liberal Democrat candidates to 
help to return a Labour government com- 
mitted lo precisely those policies. Ash- 
down’s speech was a step in the right 
direction. But telling unpalatable truths, as 
Blair has shown, is part of the new politics. 
Ashdown will have to do more than he did 
yesterday. 



Fukuyama looks back to a golden age before the arrival of the Pill when there was a ‘co-operative social norm* Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Yes, the old order is dead - and it’s 
women you should be thanking 



POLLY 
TOYNBEE 
ON FRANCIS 
FUKUYAMA 


We are living now in a fright- 
ening era called “The End of 
Order" -a society dislocated by 
the breakdown of the family, 
our social fabric trailing in the 
gutter. Crime and mayhem, 
’ anti-social children, plummet- 
ing education standards, we 
are slip-sliding into the abyss. 
Who is to blame? Women. 

Frands Fukuyama, the social 
guru who brought us The End 
of History , this week publishes 
his grand new theory. The End 
of Order. He warns that this is 
the result of what he calls Tbe 
Great Disruption - a time of 
social upheaval as great as the 
Industrial Revolution. It start- 
ed in 1965, 30 years of rising 
divorce, illegitimacy, crime, 
working women and social 
chaos. Who started it? Women. 

First, I think he is right. We 
are living through a social rev- 
olution as profoundly earth- 
shaking as the advent of 
communism in Russia, or in- 
deed the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. Those were external 
forces, organised by savage 
governments or ruthless mill- 
owners and landowners, push- 
ing reluctant people to live 
and work in new, hostile ways. 
They never changed beans and 
minds, they just bullied and 
starved people into change. 


But this Great Disruption 
came not from any grand plan 
or economic imperative, but by 
ordinary people individually 
inarching with their feet, with- 
out orders from anyone. For the 
first time ever, in the 1960s, 
people were at last rich enough 
and free enough to throw off 
their social ’ shackles. And 
Fukuyama is rigfrt, it was mainly 
women who made the change. 
It is a revolution right in the 
heart of the family, behind tbe 
closed front doors where poli- 
tics never penetrate. It is a rev- 
olution that has changed for 
ever the balance of power, 
money and freedom between 
women and men. 

As we are still in the middle 
of it, we cannot see clearly 
where it mil lead or how it will 
end. This is a transitional time. 
Those who detest it are quick 
to point to its worst effects, the 
social fall-out of any great 
change. Those of us who cele- 
brate the new freedom protest 
that society has been too slow 
to accommodate itself to the 
change and find ways to pick up 
those who have fallen into the 
crevasse between the old order 
and the new, Wamen’s earning 
power is still too low for most 
to become breadwinners for 
their families, so welfare bills 
have soared, too many women 
and children are poor, there is 
no childcare, men have re- 
fused to adapt - and so on. 

Fukuyama is apocalyptic. 
He does not consider any social 
benefits in his catalogue of 
woe. AU is disorder. He dates 
his End of Order from the ar- 
rival of the PQ1, and increases 
in welfare. By the 1980s, half of 
new marriages could be ex- 
pected to end in divorce. At the 
same time women were enter- 
ing the labour market in droves, 
and their fertility felL “Women 
best able to care for and raise 
children were having fewer, 
while those less able to do so 
were having more." Crime and 


murder rates shot up. Children 
reared without fathers were 
the problem: “Just as male 
promiscuity needs to be con- 
trolled by the Institution of 
marriage, male aggressiveness 
needs to be controlled by 
paternal authority." Women at 
work or on welfare could fend 
for themselves, so men were 
absolved of all fathering 
responsibility. 

His Industrial Revolution 
‘ analogy is useful. He writes: 
“Tbe Industrial Revolution 
had, by the early 19th century, 
produced a host of social 
pathologies including high 
levels of murder and robbery, 
family breakdown, abandon- 
ment of children, alcoholism 
and the like. Deviance rates 
rose steadily through the mid- 
dle of the 19th century, and 
thereafter began a long, slow 
decline.” Yes, revolutions cause 
painful dislocation. But what 
does that make him? A social 
Luddite who wants to return to 
the old world. 

What is the old order he 
craves? Strict social control: “As 
late as tbe 1950s in the United 
States, over 60 per cent of all 
brides were pregnant at the al- 
tar and their bridegrooms co- 
erced into marriage (usually 
through the efforts of the girl’s 
male relatives)." Oh happy 
days! Shamed women were 
shackled for life to men who 
didn’t want to many them and 
this is what he calls the “co-op- . 
erative social norm". Everything 
that now fails to conform to that 
norm he labels “deviant". 

Japan is his shining example 
of a highly developed society 
that has managed to avoid the 
Western “deviant" fate. How 
did they do it? Most important, 
he says, is that Japanese women 
do not work, or not after mar- 
riage. Japanese labour law per- 
mits wage discrimination 
against women, and divorce 
law favours fathers.' Without 
welfare, the economic 


Prince Andrew’s real handicap - and it’s got nothing to do with golf 



JOHN 
* WALSH 


Sporting life-wise, the only 
place to be this weekend is 
Valderrama, the fashionable 
golf course near Gibraltar 
where the swarthy Europeans 
led by Seve Ballesteros are 
preparing to trash the whey- 
faced Yanks in the Ryder Cup. 
The \4dderrama course, creat- 
ed for maximum impossibility 
by the Bolivian tin billionaire 
Jaime Ortiz-Fatino, has be- 
come a terrific draw for pow- 
erful, well-heeled international 
niblick fans. Should you and I, 
for instance, find ourselves mo- 
mentarily distracted from the 
drhing technique of Mr Tiger 
Woods and glance up at the 
VIP box, wc shall be able to 
spot Prince Andrew (handi- 
cap 7. two better than James 
Bond) sitting beside ex-Prez 
George Bush (handicap 30 and 
rising) and the King of Spain 
(kings don’t have handicaps). 

It's quite a line-up (and 
that's before you’ve started on 
ihe golfeis). Looking for further 
enlightenment about tbe 
Duke’s prowess on fairway and 
green, one turns to Golf 
International, a glamorous new 
arrival in the suddenly-crowd- 
ed field of sporting magazines. 
And there one learns an 
intriguing morsel about one of 
the Puke’s obsessions. 



It’s a book. According to 
Peter Alliss, the veteran broad- 
caster, who hung out with the 
Queen's second son while film- 
ing ,4 Golfer’s Travels in Royal 
Dornoch, Andrew has a thing 
about a certain novel and he 
reads it all the time. About four 
times a year, every year, in fad 
This smacks of morbid self- 
identification. What can this ab- 
sorbing volume be? 

It’s by an American woman 
called Margaret Craven and it’s 
called / Heard The Owl Call My 
Name (Picador, £5.99, all good 
bookshops) and it tells tbe 
story of a young Anglican vic- 
ar called Mark Brian, who is 
sent by his bishop into the 
wilds of British Columbia, to 
hang out with the Indian tribes- 
men (“There was pride in his 
eyes without arrogance. Behind 
the pride was a sadness so 
deep it seemed to stretch back 
into ancient mysteries Marie 
could not even imagine") in a 
village named, with awful por- 
tentousness, Kingcome. Tbe 
young vicar is dying, and the 
bishop knows be is dying, and 
has sent him to five among the 
eagles and totems to learn the 
secrets of the tribe ("Each Feb- 
ruary we come here to clam") 
and to discover that The Way 
is Long and The Road is Hart 


and other bromides so dear to 
the frontiersman’s heart 
(“There is no word for 'Thank 
you’ in Kwakwala 

The title refers lo the recog- 
nition of death in Indian cul- 
ture, as the hapless vicar 
discovers one night when, hav- 
ing achieved wisdom, be bears 
an owl getting its hooting 
equipment round the words 
“Mark Brian”, presumably m 
the style of Bruce Forsythe 
inviting a contestant to come on 
down. It’s an earnest and des- 
perately solemn piece of work, 
inhabiting that territory of 
elemental baloney somewhere 
between 77k? Horse Whisperer 
and The Bridges of Madison 
County, and shows, I fear, that 
the Duke of York is gradually 
turning into his big brother. 
Healthy red-blooded pursuits, 
like the action at Valderrama. 
are battling with morbid intro- 
spection for his soul and 1 
hope the former wins. (J Heard 
the Birdie Four CaU My Name ? 
/ Heard the Eagle at the Sixteenth 
Call My Name 7) 

• 

Revolting news story of the 
week was that of the poor 
woman in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, whose face was tom off 
after she caught her hair in a 


milking machine, Yeesh. The 
plastic surgeons (obviously the 
only medically-inclined Aus- 
tralians who haven’t decamped 
to England to become dentists) 
amazingly managed to glue it 
all back on again, after packing 
it in ice, like caviar, and she may 
turn out to be just-recognisablc,' 
now they’ve sewn up a few thou- 
sand tiny blood vessels and 
nerves and capillaries. 

Tbe phenomenon of having 
the outer skin on the front of 
your head flayed is known by 
the quaint modem locution, 
“de-gloved". J suppose it’s just 
too gross to say you've been 
“defaced", as if you were a 
library book. And once- you 
start, there’s no end to the num- 
ber of metaphorical uses to 
which we've put the outer cov- 
ering of ourselves, the skra-as- 
persona. If what happened to 
the Melbourne woman were, 
unimaginably, done deliber- 
ately by herself, would you call 
her self-effacing? Suddenly you 
realise how much must be at 
slake for Oriental diplomats to 
worry about "losing face" and 
“saving face": The Beatles' 
“Eleanor Rigby", “wearing a 
face that she keeps in ajar by 
the door" (packed in ice?) was 
clearly 30 years ahead of her 
time. The real meaning of 


“face-off" is the moment of bat- 
tle between two hockey players 
with a puck between (hem on 
the centre line, but the expres- 
sion has a popular figurative 
side, as in a head-to-head bat- 
tle. Becoming “off your face" 
and having people “in your 
face" (like, say, surgeons) are 
recent bad habits. And. of 
coarse, given the details of the 
milking machine accident, the 
word “face-lift” will never 
sound quite so homely again. 

It’s in the area of face trans- 
plants, of course, that the world 
beyond Melbourne is so in- 
trigued. Will wc end up in the 
plastic surgeon's waiting-room, 
consulting pages of mini-pho- 
tographs, as with a DuJux 
swatch, mix ’n* matching an ear- 
lobe here, a corner of eye 
there, an endearing dimple 
and a masterful curl of the up- 
per lip? Or will we be offered 
a full-on transformation into 
one of a range of public faces? 
Shall we say, "I’m going cm hol- 
iday to a country where they 
only watch Channel 4. Gimme 
a Matt Le Blanc ..." or “I've 
been invited to dinner with 
nine research chemists and I 
won't know what they're talk- 
ing about Give me a Jennifer 
Ehle, with extra I'm-having-a- 
dclicious- time smile ..." 


prospects for a single mother in 
Japan are grim. He notes that 
the Pill was only legalised in 
Japan in 199 6 and abortion car- 
ries a strong social stigma. 
“The reason why Asian soci- 
eties. beginning with Japan, 
have been able to avoid the 
kinds of social problems facing 
North America and .Europe is 
because they have more strong- 
ly resisted female equality." 

I am sure he is right 
Women’s striving for equality is 
what has caused this revolution. 
He writes of women in society 
as if they were “other" - per- 
haps even the enemy. Keep 
them out of the labour market, 
give them no welfare or con- 
traceptives and they will go back 
to the kitchen and cook and 
mother like the good geishas 
nature meant them to be. 
(There is much socfo-biologicaJ 
determinism in this too.) He 
writes as if society were con- 
structed for the convenience of 
men, which of course it was. But 
it is a while since J have read 
such an unself-consciously male 
view of the world. It is' rather 
refreshing to read an analysis 
of social order so blatantly 
self-interested. 

What is deviance, and what 
was his social order? It was a 
time when everything difficult 
and unhappy was kept safely be- 
hind the front door. As long as 
none of it spilled roessily out 
into the streets, politicians and 
social theorists didn’t need to 
worry. Private unhappiness is 
not a political or economic is- 


sue. When feminists first said 
the personal was political, they 
meant that what happened in 
real life where ft is lived by most 
people most of ihe time, in their 
homes, in their families, is in- 
deed the proper concern of pol- 
itics. Forcing people through 
poverty and public shame to 
stay in miserable and often, 
violent marriages was politically 
and economically convenient. 
But what is politics for, if not . 
to tty to bring the greatest 
happiness to the greatest num- 
ber? And that includes women, 
wanting to escape dependence 
and exclusion from mainstream 
life. 

What's more. The Great 
Disruption has given men the 
chance to be happier and freer- 
too. Some, like Fukuyama, may 
reseat losing their hegemony; 
many others wouldn't return to 
the shotgun wedding era. Men 
have been slow to adapt, and 
that’s why the revolution is 
only half-made. But things can 
only get better. As for tbe fall- 
out, Fukuyama is one of a tor- 
rent of commentators to plunge 
down into the entrails of the un- 
derclass to seek in that excep- 
tional milieu a mirror for the 
whole of society. For most of us, 
the last 30 years have been a 
transformation, a new revela- 
tion of human potential and ful- 
filment. I would guess even 
poor women are better off too, 
if he bothered to ask them. 
'The End of Order' by Francis 
Fukuyama is published fry the 
Social Market Foundation. 
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Malcolm Hughes 


Malcolm Hughes, artisc and 
teacher: bora Manchester 

22 July 1920; married 1947 
Joan Barkworth (one son, 
one daughter; marriage 
dissolved), 1997 Jean Spencer; 
died London 19 September 
1997. 


Revisiting the Cisterdan Abbey 

of Fontfroide in Languedoc in 
the late summer of this year, I 
was reminde d all the time of the 
enthusiasm with which Mal- 
colm Hughes had spoken of bis 
own recent visit. The combina- 
tion of pure structural logic with 
a settled serenity, and above all 
the fact that this was a building 
dedicated to the life and prac- 
tice of a community, must have 
spoken powerfully to him. 

Malcolm Hughes was that 

rare thing among British artists: 
a creative thinker who openly 
rejected individualism and 
sought to foster collective 
strategies for the production 
and display of works of art. His 
anti-Roman tic stance, and his 
desire to found his practice on 
dear, systematic procedures, 
led him at early stage to take 
up the tradition of geometrical 
abstraction: more precisely, he 
followed the example of the 
small group of British abstract 
artists which had coalesced in 
the 1950s, and chose to make 
“constructions’*. 

For over 30 years, he con- 
tinued to explore this path, 
employing his meticulous crafts- 


manship to make reliefs and 

paintings which invariably com- 
bined an underlying logic with 
an intense physical presence. 
Yet he never forgot that con- 
structivism was, historically and 
in principle, an international 
movement No British artist did 
more, over this period, to fos- 
ter the international connections 
implicit m the common heritage 
of European Modernism. 

Hughes's adult life began 
with war service as a radio op- 1 
erator in the Royal Navy. His 
training as an artist began in 
Manchester, at the Regional 
College of Art and continued 
at the Royal College of Art, 
where he was one of the stu- 
dents selected to assist in the 
painting of large-scale murals 
in the Law Courts, and in- 
clined in- his own work to 
Socialist Realism. By the 
mid-1960s, he had begun to de- 
velop his own constructive id- 
iom, and was showing at the 
Institute nf rnnfwnpnnay Arts 
in London, as well as con- 
tributing to the Salon des 
Realitfis Nouvelles in Paris. 

In this period, he also laid 
the foundation of his career as 
a teacher: be taught on a part- 
time basis at die School of Ar- 
chitecture, in the Bolytedmic of 
Central London, and at Bath 
Academy of Art, as well as at 
the Chelsea School of Art, 
where the constructive artists 
John Ernest and Anthony HjD 


and group organiser, came 
dearly into view when he co- 
founded the Systems Group in 
1969 with Jeffrey Steele, and be- 
gan the extensive process of 
practical work and discussion 
which culminated in the Arts 
Coundl “Systems” exhibition of 
1972-73. Hughes was anxious 
that this show should not be a 
mere re-enactment of earlier 
displays of geometric abstract 
art: he and his exhibiting col- 
leagues, who were drawn from 
diverse backgrounds and a unde 
age-group, collectively com- 
mitted themselves to extending 
their range by using new ma- 
terials and working on a large, 
in some cases environmental 
scale. Hughes's own contribu- 
tion was a tranquil room, 
bordered on four sides by 
impeccable white reliefs. 

His grariTnitment as a 
teacher also intensified at (his 
stage. Arriving at the Slade 
School of Art on a part-tune ba- 
sis in 1970, be took over the 
running of the Graduate School 
from W illiam Townsend in 
1973, and designed the new 
graduate programme, involving 
experimental studies, for the 
move into the Pearson Build- 
ing in 1975. The intellectual vi- 
tality and sense of adventure 
generated by this new devel- 
opment left their mark on a 
whole generation of Slade post- 
graduate students. Heady ideas 
were circulating in the early 
1970s. But he took care to in- 


ity of fine art computing. Stu- 
dents tike Chris Briscoe went oa 
to make a career in this domain; 
others of a very different bent, 
like the painter Christopher Le 
Bran, have testified to the 
strong hnpmt of his teaching 
and example. 

Hughes had been appointed 
Reader in Fine Art in 1976, and 
was to leave his post at the Slade 
only in 1983. His retirement en- 
abled him to redouble his com- 
mitment to his own creative 
work He himself (aided by the 
considerate technical expertise 
of his son, Onis) produced 

computer g raphing of great dd - 

icacy and 1 refinement He also 
created a memorable one-man 
exhibition for the old premises 
of the Annely Juda Gallery in 
1989, and a further one (shared 
wife Alan Reynolds) for the new 
gallery in 1996. The combina- 
tion of painting and relief, and 
the effect of colour trans- 
parency achieved through lay- 
ing one tone over another, 
made this last show as fresh and 
distinctive as anything that he 
had done previously. 

Throughout this period, 
however, Hughes re affirm ed 
the collective basis of con- 
structive art work. Between 
1984 and 1989, he formed part 
of a group of younger artists 
who took their title from their 

small galler y in the East 3 = nri t 

Exhibiting Space. With the 
artist Jean Spencer, his com- 
panion for over 25 years, he 
travelled extensively throughout 


were among his colleagues. 

His own style, as an artist troduce the practical possibil-' 


Europe, following the networks 
set up by their joint participa- 
tion in the international Ar- 
beitskreis- group, and showing 
work in Germany, France, 
Switzerland and Eastern Eu- 
rope. An evening with Malcolm 
arid Jean was notanty a gas- 
tronomic treat, but an oppor- 
tunity to come up to date with 
this unique and flourishing 
movement of constructive 
artists, which transcended 
national frontiers. 

Malcolm Hughes must in- 
evitably have come up against 
the entrenched scepticism 
about constructive and sys- 
tematic art which is still to be 
found among British .qritics 
and curators. He was never of- 
fered the chance of a major ret- 
rospective exhibition. Over the 
last two years, however, a se- 
quence of events heartened 
him: the fine show “Testing the 
System” organised at Kettle's 
Yard, Cambridge, in autumn 
1996; the illuminating retro- 
spective erf the great Swiss con- 
structive artist Richard Paul 
Lohse, shown first al the An- 
nely Juda Gallery and later at 
Kettle’s Yard in 1997; and fi- 
nally the splendid symposium 
organised by the composer 
Michael Parsons, Jean Spencer 
and Gary Woodley at Kettle's 
Yard on “Patterns of Connec- 
tion in art, anisic and science”. 

lb patterns and connections 
such as these iris creative and 

p f»n»nnal life had bCCO dirtatfrl 

- Stephen Bonn 






Professor Yuji Aida 


Yuji Alda, writer, scholar 
and journalist: born Kyoto, 
Japan 1916; Professor of 
Humanities, Kyoto Unive r s i t y 
1939-78 (Emeritus); ma r ri ed; 
died Sokyo-ku, Japan 17 
September 1997. 


In a land where few people 
aspire to stand out from the 
masses, Yuji Aida was an ex- 
ceptional outsider, an extraor- 
dinary Japanese writer and 
scholar. In a land where “the 
nail that sticks up" is always 
smartly hammered down, 
this professor of the human- 
ities at Kyoto University went 
his own idiosyncratic way, out- 
raging his compatriots by 
his outspokenness, and by a 
sharp and often bitter critical 
longue. 


His chief targets were bu- 
reaucracy, pretentiousness, and 
anything that in his opinion disr 
played a lowering of cultural 
standards and human values. 
His favourite expression of 
contempt wasyasumono (cheap 
stuff). The shallow concepts of 
“democracy”, “humanity” and 
mteraalkmalisar touted by ea- 
ger Japanese left-wingers in the 
post-war period came in for 
scathing attacks that aroused 
bewilderment, then anger. 

“Cheap stuff!” he shouted 
ibove the babble of academic, 
xjlilical and social twaddle, 
tnd turned his corrosive tongue 
i gainst educational stand ardi- 
ation, with its consequent lack 
■f imagination, initiative and 


■riginal creative drive in zayang 


- the Japanese equivalent of 
our “yoof”. 

Aida was a cynic in the true 
sense of the word (that the 
Japanese confuse with “ego- 
tist”). He was a modem Dio- 
genes whose tub was his 
devastating eloquence, forth- 
right literary style and absolute 
contempt for the opinions of 
others. People hated him. But 
such extreme attitudes have 
their benefits. They hold bores, 
fakes and cheats at bay, and 
ensure that his few friends, 
rigorously selected, were stead- 
fast. They were rare, in every 
sense of that word, but they 
stayed with him to the very end, 
when, at his own desire, as ex- 
pressed in his wiO, he Iqr among 
flowers in the comfort of his 
own study for a strictly private 
funeral ceremony attended by 
his wife Hiroko and son Masa- 
hiko and a handful of old 
friends; and also by thousands 
of books, including the 18- 
volume collected edition of 
his own works. 

He had been a passionate 
devotee of coffee “. . . which 
makes the politician wise, / And 
see through all things with his 
half-shut eyes". Hie mourners 
therefore showered his corpse 
with coffee beans before the 
dosing of the coffin - a gesture 
both ceremonious and humor- 
ous, in keeping with the quirky 
character of the departed. 

Yuji Aida possessed anoth- 
er characteristic unusual in a 
Japanese. He was a fount of elo- 
quence, both in speech and 
writing. So be was in demand 


on 'radio and television discus- 
sion programm es, where he 
would often reduce the other 
participants tojonguc-tied fury 
or helpless laughter. He was a 
weB-known journalist, and was 
on the editorial board of the 
Sanka Sfumbun , to which 
rather conservative organ he 
contributed regular articles of 
dazzling literary and philo- 
sophical ingenuity. His expres- 
sive oratorical style became 
known as “Aida-bushT. 

Aida was bom and bred in 


the ancient capital of. Kyoto, 
where he attended the presti- 
gious university and graduated 
from the Department of liter- 
ature. He taught for a while as 
assistant professor at Kobe 
University, then in 1939 re- 
turned to Kyoto University as 
Professor of Humanities at the 
Intercultural Studies Centre. 

One of his specialities was 
the history of Renaissance art, 
and he wrote a resplendent 
book on Michelangelo. An- 
other of his fields was the His- 



*On public works': author’s sketch from Aldaft wartime . 
memoir Prisoner of the British (Cresset P re ss, 1966) 


tory of the Human Intellect. 
Among his later works in these 
disriphnes we find studies in the 
popular post-war “Nihorijin 
ran” (inquiries into the nature 
of the Japanese) like Nihonpn 
no ishiJd kozo (“The Structure 
of the Japanese Conscious- 
ness”) and Yoroppa, Human- 
isuntu nogenkai (“Europe: the 
limi ts of humanism”). 

The cynicism and irony dis- 
played in all. his work soon 
made him the man the Japan- 
ese loved to hate, but his work 
was widely read, influential; he 
became a leading critic of 
Japan’s contemporary failings, 
known as nikumarekko - suf- 
fering from the “bad boy” syn- 
drome. He just said what he 
■ thought, without much consid- 
ering ordinary people’s feelings 
—so mething unique in Japanese 
society. He attributed his intel- 
lectual ferocity to his ancestry, 
darning that his defiant self-as- 
surance stemmed from his ori- 
gins in the Aizu-han samurai 
dan. He was proud of his fight- 
ing spirit and of the ancient war- 
rior Mood flowing in his veins. 

In 1940 he was sent to teach 
in Burma. One of his most 
hard-hitting books was written 
about his imprisonment after 
the war in a Burmese POW 
camp: Ahlone shuyojo (1962), 
translated as Prisoner of die 
British (1966) by Louis Alien, 
assisted by FCd6 Ishiguxo. 

Allen was a distinguished lit- 
erary scholar who was one of 
the popular voices on Round 
Britain Quiz. He became Read- 
er in French at Durham Uni- 


versity after the Second World 
Whr, where I met him shortly 
before his death. During the 
war, be was posted to the 
School of Oriental Studies at 
London University for a crash 
course in Japanese, then was. 
forwarded to the Burma: front, " 
serving with the 17th Indian . 
Division at Penwegbn. ‘ ’ • 

Aida was confined for two 
years in the prison camp al 
Ahlone, so Louis Allen may 
well have encountered hnn in 
liaison work .with, surviving 
Japanese army units. But I am 
sure that Alien could never 
have been one of the several 
British army officers whom 
Aida accuses of “inhuman” 
conduct, for long after be re- 
turned to Britain Allen trea- 
sured friendships with many 
Japanese former POWs. 

Aida's book was also very 
uncomplime ntary to the Japan- 
ese, especially to those in 
charge of the conduct of the 
war, and it created a scandal 
He says the En glish translation 
did not appeal to the British, 
presumably because of the 
understandable hostility it 
aroused among some ex- 
prisoners of the Japanese. He 
attacks “European ratio nalism ” 
and compares it unfavourably 
with Japanese feelings of mel- 
low indulgence towards one 
another in their daily lives. 

The book buzzes with sev- 
eral of the other bees he had in 
his bonnet, and there are some 
absurd caricatures of British 
men and women, and of Indi- ' 
arts. What impressed Aida most 


was the total lack of resentment 
shown by the Burmese to their 
foreign invaders, both Japanese 
and British. A recent book by 
Gunner Patrick G. McEvoy, 
Ballads of a Black Cat Burma 
'43-'45 (1977), beam this out. It 
also displays a civilised respect 
for the enemy that is in marked 
contrast to Aida’S f ulmin a- ' 
tions: “The Japanese soldiers I 
had personal contact with after 
the end of hostilities were, re- 
gardless of rank, both courte- 
ous and respectful. As a soldier 
myself I could only admire 
their courage and endurance.” 

One of the officers McEvoy . 
praises was Lt-Gen Masaki 
Honda, and one whom he 
paints a black picture ofwas the 
infamous Lt-Gen Renya Mu- 
taguchi. In his book Defeat 
into Victory (1956), Field Mar- 
shal Sir William Slim writes: 
“Whatever one may think of the 
military wisdom of thus pursu- 
ing a hopeless object, there can 
be no question of thesupreme 
courage and hardihood of the 
Japanese soldiers who made the 
attempts. I know of no army 
that could have equalled them.” 

• As might be expected, Yuji 
Aida’s frankness provoked a 
number of British letter-writers. 
In a sequel to Prisoner of the 
British, entitled Ahlone shuyo- 
jo saiho (“Ahlone Revisited”, 
1988 - untranslated), Aida 
comments on some of these an- 
gry letters, which raged at him 
in terms like “We did not cut 
off our prisoners’ ears or their 
pricks!” This may have been an 
unconscious reference to the 


memorial mound in Kyoto en- 
shrining the thousands of cars 
of Koreans cut off by the Japan- 
ese invaders under the great 
warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi in 
the 16th century. 

There is another interesting 
connection between Prisoner of 
the British and Gunner 
McEvoy'S book. Aida describes 
how the Japanese ' prisoners 
formed a concert party, in 
which some of the- prettier 
ones dressed up as geisha to en- 
tertain their captors and to 
amuse themselves. McEvoy 
prints a rare photo of the hand- 
made “Invitation" and anoth- 
er of the neatly executed 
“Programme" for this enter- 
tainment dated 21 February 
1946, with nine comedy and 
dance numbers, beginning u iih 
the famous geisha dance Hum 
no odori. This is described with 
some welcome banter by Aida: 
“. . . while they danced they 
twined artificial cherry blossom 
in their hands”. 

The captives also started a 
haiku composition society, 
made mah-jong sets from bam- 
boo, and painted and cal- 
ligraphed the popular card 
game known as Hyahmin-isshu 
(“One Hundred Poems by One 
Hundred Poets") - a test of 
quick wits as well as or knowl- 
edge of classical tanka. Such 
episodes lighten considerably 
the last chapters of an otherwise 
rather distressing book, but 
one that is a tribute to the pas- 
sionate sincerity of intentions 
in Aida’s whole life and work. 

— James Kirkup 
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lean de Lipkowski 


an-NoO de Lipkowski, 
plomat and politician: born 
iris 25 December 1920; 
■putjr for S d n c - c t-Oke 
56-58, for Qurentc- 
■rltJme 1962-97; Mayor of 
than 1965-77, 1983-89; 
oretary of State, F oreig n 
fairs 1968-72, 1973-74; MB* 
* 0 - 81 ; married 1963 Nadine 
, ucquet (fOrval (one son, 

: {e daughter); died Paris 20 
Iptcmbcr 1997. 

. i 
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; jure than 6300 candidates 
>/od in the French general 
, Jetton earlier this year. 
1 ziongst those registered for 
■ \ first ballot on 25 May was 
jCfl de' lipkowski. He was 
■hiding in the fifth circon- 
*Ttiort oFCharente-Maritnne, 
jS'an-ouest. He had been the 
oillist deputy for this seat 
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A itte Editor, The Independent, 
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since 1962 and Mayor of Roy- 
an from 1965 to 1977, then from 
1983 to 1989. He had lived in 
the region for many years, be- 
tween the oyster beds and the 
vineyards. Could anyone have 
been more strongly placed? 

But he had been told that, 
at the age of 76, be was over the 
party-imposed age limit of 75. 
When he persisted in standing, 
he was expelled from the par- 
ty and was farced to stand as dis- 
sident RPR (Rassemblement 
Poor la R6publique) against 
an official RPR candidate. In- 
evitably he was defeated. 

This was surety an igno- 
minious end to the career of this 
loyal associate of General de 
Gaulle. He had been in the Re- 
sistance, as a Free french para- 
chutist he had taken part in the 
liberation of France, he had 


| Birthdays 

j Professor Souther Arnoa, Ptindpd 
: and Vice-Chancellor, St Andrews 
f University, 63; Mr Nonnan Ayrton, 
j theatre and opera director, 73; Mr 

I UnmA- Ttin-fci-r mmwSMi writn-r 

j 68; Mr Lena Brinan QC a Vice- 


worited for de Ganfle in his po- 
litical organisations and he had 
then served him in diplomatic 
and governmental posts. 

But, whilst he had been 
somewhat bitter over his defeat 
and had suggested that it was 
hi gh time that President Chirac 
proved his GauHism, the end of 
his career demonstrated his 
nii tM»n<1nigchi m dP . risf i r that 
of independence. During the 
campaign he had not hesitated 
to attack the official RPR can- 
didate, comparing him to Bru- 
tus, and ho had poured scorn 
on “the apparatchiks of the rue 
de Lille” (then the RPR head- 
quarters). For him the aim of 
G anHism was not to found a 
party, but to found a regime. 
The essence of Gauflisca was 
loyalty to the General rather 
than to the party, to believe in 


the nation and in social 
p ro gr ess. 

Jean de Lipkowski was from 
a family distinguished by its pa- 
triotism. His father died as a 
hostage in the Second World 
War, and his mother, Ir&ne de 
Lipkowski, was in the Resis- 
tance and was deported, re- 
turning to Frimce to became the 
president of an organisation for 
families whose members bad 
been killed as hostages or 
fighters in the Resistance. She 
subsequently became an inde- 
pendent deputy and lived 
until the age of 96. 

Lipkowski entered the 
diplomatic service and repre- 
sented France particularly m 
the Far East and in different 
parts of North Africa. He be- 
came good friends with Qtiang 
Kai-shek and with President Sa- 


dat of Egypt But at the same 
time he was attracted by poli- 
tics, and since the General was 
immured in Colombey-les- 
deux-Eglises he turned to 
Pierre Mead§$ France (whom 
he knew through bis mother). 
He was elected on the Mendfes 
France programme for Seine- 
et-Oise in 1956. But in De- 
cember of that year he and 
Xfclfry d’Estamg headed a dep- 
utation to President Coty urg- 
ing “ him to Tnalce de Gaulle 
Prime Minister. The President 
pointed out that de Gaulle 
would want to be more than 
Prime Minister. 

In 1958 lipkowski was one 
of die founders of the Centre 
de Rlforme Ripublicaine, a 
left-wing Gaullist organisation 
(which at one time hoped to 
gain the support of Mend^s 


France). It was two years later 
that he was first elected as 
an official Gaullist in' the 
Chareute-Maritime. 

During this period Soviet 
diplomats showed a particular 
interest in Lipkowski, who told 
them how de Gaulle was op- 
posed to the creation of.Nato 
(and it is relevant to note that 
last May one of the tests 
that he posed for President 
Chirac was bow hostile was he 
to Nato). The Communists 
claimed to have an affinity with 
‘Tip’’, as they called him, and 
at the height of (be 1968 student 
“revolution” they asked him to 
convey to de Gaulle the assur- 
ance that they we re opposed to 
the “revolutionaries” and an 
offer of possible co-operation. 

In 1968 Lipkowski became 
Secretary of State for Foreign 


President, European CbnuBBoa,5$ 
Sir CoEn Davis, conductor, 70; Mr 
Michael Douglas, actor, S3; Sir Jolm 
Fair, former ME 75; Sr Horizei 
Gtespote, fenner Governor-General 
of Jamaica, 88; General Sir Edvard 
Jones, Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, 61; Miss ftBrity Kendal, 


actress, 51; Professor Sir William 
Mitchell, physicist, 72; MrQiris Band 
AS-, Mr Christopher Reeve, actor, 
45; Miss Vivien Stem, Secretary- 
General, Penal Reform Interna- 
tional, 56; Commandant Daphne 
Swallow, former Director. WRNS, 
65; Mr Gareth Thomas MR 43; Mss 


Rowena Vnring fanner diplomat 76; 

Miss Barbara Walters, television 
newscaster and presenter, 66. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Sir Charles Cnrhnin , i 

impresario, 1872: Wffliaa Harrison the Clown}, 


Rothko (Marcus 
■ painter, 1903; Dmi 
Shostakovich, co 
Deaths: Samuel Bu 


Affairs, and with his Minister, 
Michel Debr6, decided on a 
new approach to Britain and 
the Common Market The re- 
sult was the “Soaqies affair”, 
arising from a lunch between 
the General and the British am- 
bassador, when it appeared 
that de Gaulle wished to inau- 
gurate a new Europe, gov- 
erned by four powers; France, 
Britain, Germany and liaty. 
Lipkowski, and others, believed 
that all the ill-feeling and mis- 
understanding that arose from 
this confusion was caused ty die 
British desire to rush matters. 

lipkowski continued to 
serve in the same office under 
Pompidou and became an ex- 
perienced diplomatic traveller. 
He was a great source of in- 
ternational knowledge: Chou 
en-Lai identified one French 



4 Lip*: independent 
Photograph: Hukon Getty 


politician as “the man who 
does not pay his income tax”: 
it was unwise to mention bal- 
let to Brezhnev, since he would 
then talk for hours about iu Ed- 
ward Heath at Chequers served 
tea ’made from lea-bags. He 
officially retired from the 
diplomatic service in 1986. 

- Douglas Johnson 
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Christopbcf Columbus set sail oc his : 
second voyage, 1493; 'the Royal j 
Court TTicatrc, London, opened, j 
18S8.TbdayEs (heFeastDayofSt Al- j 
bcrtoC Jerusalem, St Anachariusor I 
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Lectures 

RIBA Architecture Centre. London 
W|: Chrk Bradley. “The Aahilec- 
lure of Yemen". (OOpni. 
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Salomons agrees 
to $9bn buyout 
by Travelers 

utive of Salomon, and con- In 1 986, he went to Japan for 
firms tbe rise and rise of Deiyck five years building up the. 
Maughan, tbe 49-year old group s highly profitable Tfrkyo 
British chief executive of operation and had just re- 
Salomon Brothers, who will turned to New York when the 
serve as co-chief executive of treasury scandal blew up. 
the new firm alongside James Peter Middleton, the former 

Dimon, 41, chief executive of monk who unexpectedly quit 
Smith Barney. Lloyd's of London to head up 

Mr Maughan’s promotion is the bank's European operation, 
the culmination of a meteoric has been named head of the 
rise for the son of a Durham combined business in Europe, 
miner, who spent lOyears in the Salomon employs L50Q in Eu- 
Treasuiy before moving into in- rope, compared with Smith 
vestment banking. He was pro- Barney’s 250. 
mo ted by Salomon’s biggest Travelers, with its red urn- 
shareholder, investment guru brella logo, has long been pub- 
Warren Buffett, after the firm licly parading its desire to find 
was found to have rigged US new partners and extend its op- 
treasury bond auctions in 199 L eradons. Headed by the highly 
the low point of a turbulent 10 regarded Sanford Weill, B-av- 
years for the bank. elers offers financial services 

Mr Maughan took over as ranging from life, property and 
chairman and chief executive . casualty insurance to annuities 
following the departure of and mutual funds, 
three of Salomon's most high- “The complementary 
profile directors, legendary strengths of these two organi- 
chairman John Gutfreund, Sa- sab'ons ... wjH create a finan- 
lomon’s president Thomas dally powerful and formidable 
Strauss and trader John Meri- competitor in virtually ever 
wether. facet of the securities busi- 

Mr Maughan was seen then ness, in any region of the 
securities landscape.il elevates as the epitome of the new world,” Mr Weill said in a 
the enlarged firm to the mega- squeaky clean image Mr Buf- statement Travelers is offering 
institution status of rivals such fet wanted to foster following 1.13 shares of stock for eveiy 
as Merrill Lynch and the re- a famous description of the Salomon share. 
ccnfJy merged Morgan Stanley bank as “rotten to tbe core”. Until only a few days ago, 
Dean Witter. He was dubbed “Mr In- rumours had it that Mr WeHJ 

The new company will be legrity“ by the Salomon staff had his sights on Bankers Trust 
called Salomon Smith Barney who dominated the American It was suggested that Salomon 
^ Holdings. Its creation is certain bond market in the late 19SQs wasa second orthird choice for 
to trigger extensive lay-offs at and served as role models for Mr Weill. Goldman Sachs may 
both companies to eliminate the “Masters of the Universe" have been his most favoured op- 
overlapping , especially among in Tom Wolfe's noveL Bonfire tion but is understood to have 
fixed-income traders and ana- of the Vanities. ■ resisted Travelers’ advances, 

lysis. News of the merger Mr Maughan worked in tbe Initial reaction to the Sa- 

camc as a complete surprise in British Treasury between 1969 lomon deal was overwhelmingly 
London where only a handful and 1979 before being second- enthusiastic. “We think this 
of senior Salomons employees ed to investment bank combination will create noth- 
were aware of the takeover. Goldman Sachs in London, ing short of a powerhouse,” said 
Tbe agreement also sees where he stayed for four years Erik Gustafson of the Stem Roe 
ihe departure of Robert Den- before being lured over to Stock Fund, which has holdings 
ham. chairman and chief exec- Salomon in 1983. in both companies. 





The consolidation of 
Wall Street took 
another giant step when 
Travelers Group, owner 
of Smith Barney, paid 
$9bn (£5.6bn) for the 
parent company of 
Salomon Brothers. 

David Usbome in New 
York and Tom Stevenson in 
London assess the 
creation of the latest 
mega-corporation. 


The latest in a series of giant 
mergers was unveiled on Wall 
Street yesterday as Salomon 
Incorporated, the parent of in- 
vestment bank Salomon Broth- 
ers, said it had agreed to an 
all-share buyout by the finan- 
cial services giant. Travelers 
Group. 

The after-shocks for Wall 
Street are expected to be mon- 
umental, establishing Travelers, 
and its retail stockbroker Smith 
Barney, as a new Goliath on the 



Tremors on Wall Street: The mega-corporate deal between two US ‘bulge bracket* 
investment banks confirms the trend towards giant mergers Photograph: Brian Harris 


Even on Tuesday, shares of 
Salomon soared to a historic 
high of $71.50 as first rumours 
of the buyout began to leak and 
speculators saw their chance for 
a killing. By mid-morning yes- 
terday, they were trading at $78 
a share. 

Attention is now likely to 
focus once more on the two se- 
curities houses that still re- 
main independent on Will 
Street but which have long 
been seep as inevitable targets 
for acquisition: Paine Webber 
and .Lehman Brothers. 

“The merger and acquisition 
mania is just going to continue,” 


Robert Froelicb of Kemper 
Funds suggested. “I don't think 
there's any company in 
financial services which is loo 
big to be taken over”. 

There are serial attractions 
to yesterday's link-up. A good 
match is promised between 
Smith Barney's strong equity 
and retail operations with the fa- 
mous fixed-income franchise of 
Salomon Brothers. In addition 
to its bond business, Salomon is 
also a force in commodities 
and global markets trading. 

The deal also answers Mr 
Weill’s desire to give Smith 
Barney an international pres- 


ence that bad been lacking. “I 
think that Mr WeiQ wanted that 
international footprint in Salo- 
mon Brothers,” Mr Gustafson 
suggested. Salomon has a big 
network of offices world-wide, 
notably in Londoa. 

Questions will be asked, 
however, about Salomon's 
heavy dependence on the pro- 
prietary division, where traders 
make huge leveraged bets in the 
international bond markets 
with the firm’s, own capital. 

This is a notoriously volatile . 
business that Mr Weill may very 
well like to, see phased oul 

Outlook, page 25 


National Grid 
to float Energis 
for £1 bn 


Nattonal Grid has given 
the green light to a £lbn 
December flotation of 
Energis. 

Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent, 
explains why Energis is 
working hard to dispel 
fears that the shares will 
go the way of other 
telecommunication 
industry flotations. 

The confirmation of the flota- 
tion plans follows two years of 
uncertainty about the future of 
Energis, which runs telephone 
wires along the long-distance 
electricity transmission net- 
work. 

National Grid had toyed 
with a private trade sale to a 
foreign telephones company, 
though Mike Grabiner, Ener- 
gis chief executive!, said there 
bad been “no significant dis- 
cussions" with other operators 
for several months. 

David Jones, National 
Grid's chief executive, would 
give few details of the share sale 
yesterday, including the value 
of the Boat or the size of stake 
likely to be offered to outside 
investors. 

But analysts have speculated 
that the Grid would sell a quar- 
ter of the company, the mini- 
mum necessary to gain a full 
Slock Exchange listing. Dresd- 
oer Kleinwort Benson has been 
signed up as Energis s financial 
advisers, with a prospectus due 
in November. 

“For the foreseeable future 
we'd want to maintain the stake 
we finish up with after the 
sale. There’s no strategy of 
selling down our stake in En- 
eigjs,” Mr Jones said. 

The J250m raised for the 
Grid would pay off loans made 
to, Energis which last month, 
stood at £23 0m. 


National Grid's manage- 
ment was at one stage criticised 
for its heavy investment pro- 
gramme in Energis. with £53Sm 
so far injected into the venture. 
The company has accumulated , 
losses of £237m. while capital . 
spending is stiii running at 
£lGfhrr a year. 

Under Mr Grabiner, who , 

was poached from British Tele- , 
com last year, Energis's cus- 
tomer base has expanded - 
rapidly though better market- , 
ing. Last year the company 
bad revenues of £97.1m and is 
likely to push this to. around 
£1 60m ibis year. 

It made losses of £54.2m be- 
fore interest in 1996-97, but is . 
on course to make a small . 
profit, excluding its hefty bill for . 
interest and depreciation. 

Energis was the world’s first . 
network built around electric- ( 
ity cables to use an advanced t 
form of optical fibre lechnolo- , 
gy which offers almost limitless ( 
capacity by compressing signals 
into digital information. 

The company, which targets . 
only business customers, also 
Haim s in have heller reliability . 
and fewer reported faults than 
the older long-distance net- 
works of BT and the former 
Mercury operation, now part of 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations (CWC). 

Mr Grabiner has aggres- 
sively targeted the more lucra- 
tive large business market, 
specialising in internal phone 
and data networks for cus- 
tomers such as tbe BBC and 
Boots, the retail giant. 

He insisted this approach, 
coupled with the fact Uiur EjI- ■' 
ergis's network was already 
completed, meant it should be 
valued differently from some 
other telecommunications com- 
panies. Recent flotations of 
Orange. CWC and Ionica fixed 
wireless business have brought 
few gains for investors. 
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Greenalls on brink of shareholders’ revolt 
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Greenalls, one of the 
largest pub groups in 
the UK, yesterday 
shocked the stock 
market with a profits 
warning. 

Andrew faces finds that 
the group could face a 
shareholder revolt if it 
fails to reverse the 
recent sharp decline in 
its share price. 

Institutional shareholders in 
Greenalls yesterday expressed 
concerns about the future di- 
rection of the group after it said 
that trading at its managed 
pub estate bad been flat over 
tbe summer months. 

Greenalls shares tumbled 
37 ^p to 414p as analysts rushed 
to downgrade pre-tax profit 
forecasts for the year to Sep- 
tember by £10m to around 
£l54xn. 


Greenalls shares have had 
a dreadful run, falling from a 
high of 633p last year and un- 
derperforming the stock mar- 
ket by almost 40 per cent over 
the past 12 months. 

One leading drinks analyst 
said: “There could be real pres- 
sure on Greenalls 1 manage- 
ment from shareholders if they 
do not improve the group’s per- 
formance soon. 

“They seem to have taken 
their eye off tbe ball when 
lbey purchased Boddingion 
and that is very worrying.” 

Another analyst said: “They 
should be achieving high single- 
figure growth a least in their 
managed pub chain like other 
in the industry. This trading 
statement came as a big shock.” 

Lord Daresbury, Greenalls 
chief executive, said: “We are 
disappointed with the pub re- 
sults. Our managed pub trade 
bas been sluggish since the 
start of the summer. Some of 
our secondary community pubs 


have underperformed and that 
is where we are focusing our ef- 
forts now.” 

Greenalls joined the FTSE 
100 index after its acquisition 
of Boddington, the pub and ho- 
tel group, in November 1995. 
However the group, which has 
more than 2,200 pubs in its es- 
tate, was ejected from tbe 
FTSE just three months later 
and its share price has plum- 
meted ever since. 


Greenalls said it bad suf- 
fered from not spending 
enough money improving its 
pub chain while it integrated 
the acquisition of Boddingion. 
It lost trade to competitors 
who were busy pumping mil- 
lions of pounds into their own 
estates. 

Greenalls plans to acceler- 
ate its capital expenditure pro- 
gramme and has earmarked 
more than £100m for its pubs 


this year, developing its brand- 
ed chains such as Henry's Cafe 
Bar and Millers Kitchen. 

Analysts point out, howev- 
er, that the group has spent 
£80 m on its estate in the past 
12 months and bas got little to 
show for it. 

“If this spending spree does 
not produce a decent return the 
group could face a sharehold- 
er revolt,” said one analyst. 

Greenalls also said trading 
in the North-west, where it bas 
50 per cent of its estate, con- 
tinued to be very difficult. It has 
decided to transfer another 79 
managed pubs to its franchised 
and tenanted- estate in an at- 
tempt to reverse the poor per- 
formance at these sites. 

Greenalls' chairman, An- 
drew Thomas, has also 
presided over a rapidly declin- 
ing share price at Limelight, the 
troubled bathrooms and 
kitchens group that has been a 
disastrous performer since it 
floated last year. 


Brussels ‘won’t change its Chai Patel abandons 
mind on duty-free sales’ Care First challenge 


The European 
Commission yesterday 
launched an outspoken 
attack on efforts by the 
duty-free industry to 
reverse the looming ban 
on tax-free sales in 1999. 
As Chris Godsmark reports, 
the issue could provoke a 
damaging rift between 
the EC and some 
European governments. 

Despite months of Intense in- 
dustry lobbying, Mario Monti, 
the European Commissioner 
responsible for taxation, made 
dear that the EC was not sym- 
pathetic to tbe campaign to 
continue with duty-free sales. 
The industry has claimed the 
abolition would mean tbe loss 
of many of Lhe 140.000 jobs in 
tbe duty-free trade, worth more 
than £4bn across the EU. 

In a statement released dur- 


ing an industry conference m 
Brussels, Mr Monti said the de- 
cision to abolish duty-free sales, 
taken in 1992 by EU finance 
ministers, was not going to be 
changed even if lobbying bud- 
gets “increased to infinity”. 

“The lime has come for air- 
lines, airports and ferry oper- 
ators, as well as suppliers of 
tobacco and alcohol products 
to face up to reality and invest 
their money wisely to gel ready 
for 1999.** said Mr Monti. 

“Seldom in the hisroiy of the 
EU has so much money and 
time been spent by such a wide 
coalition of interests on trying 
to reverse the decision.” 

The statement, the first by 
Mr Monti on the issue for sev- 
eral months, was attacked last 
night by BAA, the privatised 
group which owns Heathrow 
and Gatwick airports. Sir John 
Egan, BAA's chief executive, 
has repeatedly predicted that 
tbe Council of Ministers would 


overturn the ban, which would 
take effect from 1 July 1999. 

Des Wilson, director of cor- 
porate and public affairs, ac- 
cused Mr Monti of acting 
dictatorially. “The ultimate de- 
cision lies with the Council of 
Ministers, not the Commis- 
sion. In saying this he's deny- 
ing the Council's say on the 
matter. We’U continue to press 
our case.” 

Mr Wilson said Mr Monti 
was putting bureaucratic theory 
before the interests of con- 
sumers, who wanted duty-free 
sales to continue. 

The Irish government 
backed the campaign yesterday, 
a move which will to put pres- 
sure on tbe UK government to 
clarify its position. Labour has 
yet to make a public statement 
on its policy on duty-free sales. 
Countries such as Britain, Ire- 
land and the Nordic countries 
stand to lose most out of the 
abolition. 


Chai Patel yesterday abandoned 
his attempt to be reinstated as 
chief executive of Care First the 
embattled nursing home group. 
He said only around 15 percent 
of shareholders were prepared 
to approach SBC Warburg, Care 
First's advisors, to call an egm 
to vole on reinstating Mr Patel 
and ousting Keith Bradshaw, the 
group's chairman. 

Mr Patel quit the company 
last month after a power strug- 
gle with Mr Bradshaw. Mr Patel 
who is now preparing to resign 
his non-executive directorship 
said: “We can take no more ac- 
tion. Everyone is disappointed, 
but the institutions felt that the 
price of going public on this was 
too high,” 

Andrew Cross! ey at Invesco. 
one of the shareholders leading 
the call to remove Mr Bradshaw, 
said: “in an ideal world. Keith 
Bradshaw would not be chair- 
man. But in the end there was 
not sufficient appetite for a 


public punch-up. Fund man- 
agers feh the benefits of getting 
him out would be outweighed by 
a public scrap. We see no point 
in pushing the issue. We look 
forward to the recruitment of a 
new and strong chief executive.'" 
Another shareholder said: “1 
haven’t spoken to anyone who 
thinks Bradshaw should stay. I 
am sure there will be lobbying 
behind dosed doors, but no one 
was prepared togo public on iL 
But this is not the first time that 
shareholders have crumbled 
when It came to the crunch.” 

Paul Saper at La ing & 
Buisson said: “Shareholders 
had a chance to turn around 
their investment. The company 
will now find it very difficult to 
solve its problems. 1 would not 
be surprised if staff start 
leaving.” 

Care First is expected to 
release a statement today about 
events of the last week. 

- Someeno Ahmad 









losing 

route 

British Airways yesterday raised 
the stakes in the battle to ob- t 
lain regulatory approval for its . 
American Airlines alliance by 
suspending its Glasgow-New 
York service and warning other 
long-haul routes were at risk if 
the tie-up was not sanctioned. 

Bob Ayling, chief executive, 
said Lhe route had lost £7m in 
the last three years and could 
only be made profitable by the . 
extra feeder traffic the alliance . 
with American would create. • 

The Glasgow-New York- 
Boston rouLe is one of three 
transatlantic services operated 
by British Airways Regional. 
TTie airline said other long-haul 
regional routes might have to be 
scrapped if the alliance was 
blocked because there was in- 
sufficient local demand to keep 
them profitable. 

Mr Ayling said: “We have 
maintained the route while we 
awaited approval for the al- 
liance but wc have now been 
wailing for over a year and we 
cannot continue to incur these 
huge losses." 

BA announced the alliance 
in June 1996 but has since run 
into lengthy delays winning ap- 
proval from regulators in Wash- 
ington, London and Brussels. 

The most serious opposition 
is coining from the EU Com- 
petition Commissioner, Karel** 
Van Miert, who earlier this 
week reiterated that the al- 
liance would not be approved 
unless the two airlines gave up 
350 slots a week at Heathrow 
- double the level of capacity the 
Office of Fair Trading wants tc 
see cut to approve the deal 

The outcome of the US De- 
partment of Transportation's in 
vestigation of the alliance wii 
not be known until Decembe 
at the earliest. 

The announcement of ih* 
Glasgow-New York suspen&ioi 
was coupled with a plea fror 
Mr Ayling for regional backin 
for the alliance to secure ih 
long-haul services BA currem 
lv operates. 

- Michael Harrison 
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Budget puts France firmly on track for EMU 


The French government 
yesterday announced a relatively 
painless budget for 1998, which 
respects the Maastricht guidelines 
and glosses over Socialist 
campaign promises. A sharp 
uptake in the French economy - 
and especially consumer spending 
- has come to Lionel Jospin’s 
rescue- There is even talk in 
France of *bringing forward’ the 
European single currency, John 
Lichfield reports from Paris. 


Three months ago it would have seemed 
impossible - ask President Jacques Chirac. 
He called - and lost - an early election 
partly because it seemed that the drawing- 
up of a 1998 budget, respecting the EMU 
guidelines, would be a political and fiscal 
nightmare. 

The Socialist-led government yesterday 
presented the lame-duck President with a 


relatively painless £160 bn draft budget for 
next year, increasing some taxes, cutting 
same spending, notabfy on defence, but re- 
specting the Maastricht targets without 
enormous suffering. 

There are two explanations for this 
seeming act of prestidigitation by the Fi- 
nance Minister, Dominique Strauss-Kahn. 
The first is the rapid uptake if the French 
economy, which is officially projected to 
grow by 22 per cent this year and 3 per 
cent next year. Mr Strauss-Kahn even fore- 
cast yesterday that France would be the best 
economic performer in Europe and North 
America in 1998. 

The surge in the French eco n omy has 
been driven by record exports and the 
falling franc but also, at long last, by a re- 
covery of domestic demand. Figures re- 
leased yesterday showed that consumer 
spending rose by 6.7 per cent in July (only 
to fall by 3.4 per cent with the holiday ex- 
odus in August). 

There is a second explanation for the 
relative ease with which the Jospin gov- 
ernment expects to meet the EMU target 
of a deficit of 3 per cent of GNP (the of- 


fidal projection is now a 3J. per cent deficit 
this year and 3.05 per cent neat year). Mr 
Jospin and Mr Strauss-Kahn have, in ef- 
fect, buried or delayed all but one of the 
economic promises and projects on which 
they fought and won the general election 
campaign in May. 

Yesterday’s budget was a Socialist bad- ■ 
get to an extent. It increased the tax bur- 
den On business and relatively well-off 
families and reduced the harden on the less 
well-off It found money for job-creation 
projects for the young (the one promise 
dearly kept) and gave more money to ed- 
ucation. But it imposed a freeze on most 
other spending and slashed defence allo- 
cations by 8.7 per cent 

Mr Jospin had pledged there would be 
no further tightening of the belt to meet 
the requirements of Maastricht; three 
months later EMU dearly roles in Paris. 

The centre-left coalition government is 
now so much on board the Maastricht 
bandwagon -to the fury ofsane of its left- 
ist ronstituent pails -Ito there is even talk 
in Paris of bringing forward fee de facto 
starting date for fee single currency. 


ftench officials have grown alarmed by the 
six-month gap in the Maastricht timetable 
between fee final choice of participating 
countries and exchange rates (in the mid- 
dle of next year) and tbs locking of cur- 
rencies in January 1999. France fears this 
six-month hiatus will provide an irre- 
sistible roulette wheel for currency traders. 

The treaty dates cannot easily be 
changed but French officials believe that 
some means might be found of, in effect, 
locking the exchange rates of EMU cur- 
rencies together before the formal start- 
ing date. 

- None of this would be thinkab le with- 
out fee recovery of the French economy 
which eluded the previous centre-right gov- 
ernment of Alain Juppd for so long. The 
recovery is little of Mr Jospin’s doing, ex- 
cept that the change of political direction 
does seem mysteriously to have boosted the 
“animal spirits” of the French economy and 
persuaded households, and businesses, to 
start spending for the first time in years. 

Mr Jospin's right-wing critics immedi- 
ately suggested yesterday that this would 
be a budget to loll those animal spirits stone 


dead, increasing taxation on the middle 
classes and some sections of industry. The 
government disputes this. 

It points out that fee 1998 budget will 
not increase fee state’s consumption of 
French domestic product fee public sec- 
tor will amount to 45.9 per cent next year, 
slightly less than the record of 46 per cent 
achieved in 1997 under a barely amended 
Juppd budge L • - 

Taxes are increasing but they are also 
being adjusted to spare business which in- 
vests productively and to give as fairer deal 
to the less-well paitLwho do badly under 
the French tax system. Some middle-class 
perks - including a tax break for domes- 
tic help -are being scaled back. 

Rimily allowances are to be means-test- 
ed for the first time, a significant depar- 
ture in welfare policy which may be 
extended to other areas. More of the cost 

ofhealthpolicy is being shifted OT to a “sa- 
cral social tax” which will hit savings as well 

as earnings. 

Mr Strauss-Kahn, the Economy Min- 
ister, described it as a “frugal bndgef" which 
would correct several “fiscal injustices’’. 







Dominique Strauss-Kahn: Respecting 
targets without enormous suffering 


using your 

mobile phone 
for business? 
you’d better look 




Inclusive till 



0ne-2-1< 


TOO 

free minutes 


M*anJSS& upto€2ao ° J 

FREE 






As the chart above dearly shows, when our 0ne-2-100 time plan is 
compared to competitors' tariffs. One 2 One is a dear winner. 

How do we do it? The answer is simple - the high quality national* 
GSM network we use handles a vast quantity of calls every week - 
over 40 million of them. 

This huge digital capacity means that we can keep costs as low as 


to find out more call free on 

0500 121 500 

24 hours a day quoting DN2532 
or visit your iocal one 2 one stockist 

http://www.one2one.co.uk 


possible - and still offer a wide range of business services. 

What's more, if you're paying to pick up your messages, our 
FREE voicemail message retrieval* could save you hundreds of 
pounds every year. 

To find out how One 2 One can cut your business costs today - call 
us free 24 hours a day on 0500 121 500. 


one 2 one 


our mobile phone service gets business talking 


A AII trademarks and registered trademarks acknowledged. Monthly Service Charge shown for One 2 One, Vodafone and Cdlnet is when payment is made by Direct Debit "Using the 
’call time’ minutes at the daytime local/national call rate. iflne 2 One now covers 9Mb of the population of Great Britain. ^Message retrieval is free when using the Ones One service in 
Great Britain. For more information about the One 2 One time plans, please see our Why should you have a One 2 One with One 2 One? leaflet 


Barratt chief warns rate rises ^ 
may damage housing market 

Sir Lawrie Barratt, the retiring chairman of Barratt Developments, 
warned that further interest rises could put the housing market 
recovery in jeopardy. Current rates of 8-5 per cent were not an 
issue but he said: “Each 1 per cent would damage confidence 
and if they got back to 10 per cent it would result in very severe 
damage to confidence." He also renewed his call for the Gov- 
ernment to resist further attacks on mortgage interest relief. “If 
they are not careful, they will go down a suicide route of putting 
off first-time buyers." He called for a oew partnership between 
the industry 'and government of the type that existed under Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s administration. His comments came as Barratt 
unveiled a 35 per cent jump in pre-tax profits to £70.1m for the 
year to June and said it was on course to rase UK completions 
from 7,710 to more than 8J)00 in the current year. 

InvestmeDt column, page 27; People & Business, page 28 
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Scotia launches diet product 

Scotia, the biotechnology group, is preparing to launch a food 
supplement product which could replace health-scare hit weight- 
loss drugs in fee diet regimes of milli ons of obese Americans. 
The product, called Ileal Brake, is a fat fragment found in oily 
foods which, when eaten quickly, persuades the brain that the 
eater is ML In trials, subjects eating a yoghurt laced wife Deal 
Brake consumed 15 to 30 per cent fewer calories. Skane 
Mejerier, the Swedish milk company, plans to launch an Deal Brake 
yoghurt next year and a leading US consumer group, likely to 
be Umiever, Proctor '* Gamble or Johnson & Johnson, is de- 
veloping products containing Deal Brake which could be 
launched in the US in two years’ time. David Horrobin, Scotia's 
chief executive, said fee supplement had the potential to replace 
fee phen-fen combination drugs which have been implicated in 
health scares in fee US. 

Investment column, page 27; People & Business, page 28 

Manager shuffle at Burton 

Burton Group has appointed Andy King, currently managing di- 
rector of Burton Menswear, as managing director of meoswear 
brands as part of fee restructuring of its multiples businesses, in- 
cluding Dorothy Perkins, Top Shop and Burton Menswear. into 
a s in g le division. Steve Lougdon, managing director of Top 
Shop/Top Mao, becomes managing director of womenswear and 
Hilary Riva, managing director of DH Evans, becomes manag- 
ing director of speciality brands. Stephen Sunnucks, managing 
director of Dorothy Perkins, will become manager of new busi- 
ness development in the new structure. Michael Sharp and Be- 
linda Earl have been appointed trading directors of a newly formed 
buying and merchandising division. 

Travel tax plan dropped 

Accountants have welcomed the Inland Revenue’s dimbdown over 
proposed rules on fee tax treatment of employee travel The draft 
regulations would have meant that staff on business trips would 
have had to deduct from expense c laims any savings resulting from 
not travelling to their normal workplace. But, following a cam- 
paign by tax professionals, officials have abandoned fee plan. 

New guidelines for interims 

Companies are to be encouraged to issue interim reports with- 
in 60 days of fee end of an interim period and use the same bases 
and accounting policies as in annual financial statements under 
■a “best practice" guidance statement published by fee Accounting 
Standards Board today. Auditors welcomed fee statement, say- 
ing it would promote greeter consistency. 

Idoxifene trials start 

Smith K line Beecbam has started Phase ID clinical trials of idox- 
ifene for the prevention of osteoporosis, according to BTG, which 
funded early development work and exclusively licensed Smith- 
Kline in 1 994 to develop and market all indications of idoxifene. 
which was first identified as a treatment for breast cancer. Pre- 
clinical and early clinical trials carried out by SmithKline have 
confirmed that idoxifeiie mimi cs the beneficial effects of oestrogen 
on bone density in the skeleton. BTC will receive a further mile- 
stone payment from SmithKline. This payment, together wife any 
future milestone payments and royalties on sales, will be shared 
with the sources of the invention. 

Chesterfield sets aside £2.8m 

Chesterfield Properties will make a £2.8m provision in the 1997 
accounts as agreement has been reached over a long-nmning build- 
ing contract dispute. The dispute relates to the development of 
the 207,000 sq ft office scheme at 133 Houndsditch, London, and 
dates back to completion of the development in 1991. Chester- 
field's chief executive, Robert Maxted, said: “It was my decision 
to end the arbitration process and negotiate a final settlement 
so as to concentrate management resources on building the busi- 
ness rafeerfeanddcmlingaclaimwhidi could continue for years." 

Emerald Energy raises £3m 

Emerald Energy is raising approximately £2. 99m by placing 6 1 .85 
million new ordinary shares at 5p each wife institutional clients 
of its sponsor, WH Ireland. Dealings are expected to commence 
on Monday. Emerald’s chairman, Iain Alexander, said the pr«u 
ceeds would provide additional working capital for the company * 
operations in Colombia and West Virginia. 
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Wall Street marriage that smacks of ‘me too’ 


Another day. another mega-corporate 
merger, this time between two of Wall 
Street's " bulge bracket" investment banks. 
Were there special factors driving Smith 
Barney and Salomon Brothers together 
or is this our old friead globalisation at 
work again? 

Mercifully, the statement announcing 
the marriage mentions the dreaded word 
only once (a remarkable achievement 
when set against the extraordinary out- 
pouring of global gobbledegook visited 
upon us by Coopers & Lybrand and 
Price Waterhouse last week) but there is 
no mistaking the general tone of what 
Sandy Weill, the charismatic chairman of 
Travelers Group, is saying here. 

Yes, it is ah about the perceived need to 
get bigger and bigger to meet the chal- 
lenges of a progressively integrating world 
economy. 

This is a very similar merger to that an- 
nounced earlier this year between Mor- 
gan Stanley and Dean Witter, and there 
is undoubtedly an element of me-too-ism 
in what Travelers is doing here. Again a 
wholesale investment bank with a sub- 
stantial presence in international capital 
markets is being brought together with one 
of the US's largest retail stock brokets. 
Smith Barney ba« an outlet m every town 
of substance the length and breadth of the 
land. As with the Morgan Stanley deal, it 
is not immediately apparent why a merger 
of two such different strands of the in- 
vestment banking world should either 
work or yield much in the way of benefit 
to anyone. 


While it is true that there is some po- 
tential for cost- cutting, again the lack of 
fundamental overlap between the two 
businesses may make this quite limited. 
There win be extensive layoffs among bond 
traders and analysts, but that is where the 
process largely stops. Size in itself will also 
yield some benefit in tbe way of cheaper 
capital. Furthermore, Salomon gets a 
ready made and captive distribution net- 
work for its capital-raising escapades. 
There is also something to be said for the 
argument that size for the sake of it gives 
competitive edge by allowing executives 
to take risks that would be unthinkable for 
smaller organisations. Big companies can 
gobble up business opportunities in a way 
that smaller ones cannot 

If for no other reason than this, oth- 
ers in tbe industry, including our own dwin- 
dling band of independent integrated 
investment banks here in Britain, wfll feel 
themselves duty bound to respond. 

But where does it all end? There's one 
person that always fails to get a mention 
in all this global corporate empire build- 
ing - the poor old customer. As often as 
not, these mergers are more about crunch- 
ing and exploiting the customer than serv- 
ing him. 

Deiyck Maughan, chief executive of 
Salomon, is a sensible chap on the whole, 
as you would expea from a former Trea- 
sury man. He’s also achieved astonishing 
success in restoring the Salomon name af- 
ter the “rotten to the core", Bonfire of the 
Minifies frolics of the 1980s. 

But is not this race for the “truly glob- 


al corporation” its own form of vanity? 
Whether it will all end in a bonfire is any- 
one's guess but there is at least a rea- 
sonable possibility of it. 

Is Blair going 
down the Tube? 

Is Tony Blair about to ditch another old 
Labour shibboleth and privatise the Tube? 
Before the election be was, of course op- 
posed to the sale of London Underground. 
Things have a remarkable habit of look- 
ing different in office, however, particu- 
larly when the Chancellor is busy 
buttoning the hairs h in even tighter and 
the funding applications begin to roll in. 

As things stand it is all but impossible 
to see how public ownership of the Tube 
can ever deliver a decent, reliable, mod- 
ern transport system for the capital. The 
investment backlog is currently running 
at something tike £1.5bo and is in danger 
of being made even worse by the Jubilee 
Line extension which is sucking in cash like 
a speeding tube train sucks in air. 

Stuck in the straitjacket of public sec- 
tor finnndp g there s no way that this short- 
fall will ever be made good. The 
alternative of allowing the Underground 
to raise its own capital through revenue- 
backed bonds would simply amount to ex- 
pensive government borroWtg by another 
name. 

Nor is the sticking plaster solution of 
the Private Finance Initiative sufficient to 
heal the gaping wounds in the Under- 


ground’s finances. The PFI may be able 
to handle new rolling stock for the North- 
ern Line but it is not equipped to fund the 
£400m needed every year to modernise the 
overall network. 

A full-blooded private sector solution 
could prove both simple and degam, how- 
ever. Use the proceeds of flotation to fund 
the investment backlog and tben allow 
commercial acumen to do the rest- Last 
year the Underground made an operat- 
ing profit of £ 155m on sales of £S07m and 
received grants of a little under £400m to 
invest in the core business. 

In return for effectively giving the pri- 
vate sector the assets taxpayers could ex- 
pect to reduce their ongoing funding 
liability. Bui this would be offset by the 
greater efficiency that private operation 
ought to bring to the operation of the Un- 
derground system and the cost of fund- 
ing its upkeep. Whether that private 
sector involvement is achieved by selling 
off the infrastructure separately from the 
franchises, as with British Rail, or creat- 
ing a series of vertically integrated oper- 
ators owning both track, stations and 
passenger lines remains open. 

One easy way to make the system prof- 
itable would be to dose down stations 
which are in areas of the capital already 
well served - say Covent Garden - and re- 
develop the sites. That would be a stop 
loo far. The challenge for Mr Biair and 
his ministers will therefore be to devise a 
system of ownership and control which bal- 
ances public accountability with sufficient 
incentives to attract private capital. Pri- 


vatisation of the Tube may remain un- 
palatable to many within Mr Blair's ranks 
but the more important realisation is that 
it looks like being a bankable proposition. 

Living in hope 
at Energis 

Here we go again. A flotation of a tele- . 
phone operator with little in the way of 
track record and income much less prof- 
its but with a lot of hope invested. National 
Grid's confirmation that it is to float a mi- 
nority stake in Energis made up in hy- 
perbole what it lacked in financial detail. 
One suggestion is that in 10 years Ener- 
gis will be worth more than the parent 
company itself, so great are the growth 
prospects in the business communications 
market. 

Yet if other recent telecoms floats are 
anything to go by. the prospects are not 
encouraging as the experiences of Orange, 
Cable & Wireless Communications and 
the latest quoted telecoms stock lonica, 
testify all too painfully. . Energis may pa- 
rade its flashy high tech network, but crit- 
ics would no doubt point out that it lacks 
many of the lucrative final connections to 
customers. 

The reality may be brighter, because 
Energis has wisely steered dear of the con- 
sumer market and has carved an impres- 
sive niche in providing private networks 
in the media and retail industries. 
Whether Lhat justifies a valuation of 
£lbn is another matter altogether. 


Ex-Yamaichi boss held over illegal payments 


Blair offers no promises on single currency 


Japan’s racketeering 
scandal deepened after a 
^ ^ former president of 

s ** f CC Yamakhf Securities was 

^ arrested and ^e v en top 
Daiwa. Securities 
executives resigned, 
writes Tom Stevenson. 


Tokyo prosecutors said yester- 
day they had arrested Alsuo 
Miki. former president of Ya- 
raaiehi Securities, for his role 
in alleged illegal paymenls io 
gangsters. 

The arrest is the latest move, 
in a scandal lhat has touched 
Japan’s most powerful invesi- 
.... ment houses and caused last- 
ing damage to Tokyo's standing 
^ j* if Su^ » a v urld financial centre. 

Mr Miki resigned as presi- 
dent last month to take re- 


sponsibility for the scandal, in 
which Yamaichi is accused of 
paying ¥79m (£4 10.000) to so- 
called “sokaiya" gangster 
Ryuiehi Koike. Mr Koike is 
already under arrest for his role 
in accepting illegal payments 
from securities houses in ex- 
change for nor disrupting their 
annual meetings or exposing 
dubious financial practices. 

Separately yesterday, Daiwa 
Securities said its president, 
chairman and five other top ex- 
ecutives would resign at the end 
of the month. The departures, 
which mean Daiwa joins a 
growing list of top companies 
embroiled in the scandal, fol- 
lowed a raid on the securities 
house's offices last week. 

Paymenls to sokaiya have 
been illegal in Japan since 
1983. hut firms have found it 
impossible to break their ties 
with the underworld, in Japan, 


organised crime has dose links 
with legitimate business, espe- 
cially the construction and 
financial sectors, and ridding 
tbe system of corruption has be- 
come one of the government’s 
greatest challenges. 

The payments scandal has 
surfaced at a crucial time for 
Japan's financial industry just 
as it is preparing for a raft of 
financial reforms - dubbed, 
inevitably. Big Bang- designed 
to liberalise the country's for- 
merly dosed markets. 

During the summer, No- 
mura and Dai-Ichi Kangyo, a 
bank, had parts of their oper- 
ations shut down as punishment 
for paymenls to the same 
sokaiya extortionist. More than 
a dozen Nomura and DKB ex- 
ecutives were indicted and a 
former chairman of the bank 
committed suicide rather than 
face interrogation. Both com- 


panies were banned from par- 
ticipating in government bond 
issues until next year. 

Daiwa said yesterday its 
president and chairman had 
never met Mr Koike and were 
not involved in tbe scandal. 
They were resigning, however, 
to take responsibility for the 
damage done to the firm's 
credibility. 

As an indication of the ex- 
tent to which the resignations 
were simply a token gesture, 
Daiwa admitted that it would 
probably not publish an inter- 
nal investigation into tbe pay- 
off affair. The firm also said the 
executives would remain ad- 
visers to Daiwa. 

The sokaiya scandal is only 
part of the problem afflicting 
Japan in the run-up to its Big 
BangJ Its banks and securities 
bouses are also accused of en- 
couraging the asset-price in- 


flation of the late 1980s and 
mishandling its collapse in the 
early 1990s. That incompe- 
tence threatens to turn Tokyo 
into a financial backwater - al- 
ready a third of the trading in 
Nikkei 225 futures is in Singa- 
pore and 15 percent of Japan- 
ese shares are traded in 
London. 

As an attempt to reverse 
Tokyo's decline. Prime Minis- 
ter Ryutaro Hashimcto an- 
nounced last November, a 
blueprint for deregulation of 
the tightly controlled financial 
markets. Tbe harriers between 
banks, securities houses and 
other institutions will be re- 
moved, as wifi foreign exchange 
controls. 

While some analysts be- 
lieve Big Bang can solve some 
of Tokyo's problems, others 
think it could increase the level 
of corruption. 


Tony Blair yesterday sought to 
reassure business leaders over 
the Government's approach 
to Europe and management of 
the economy but he failed to 
give any firm pledges on taking 
sterling into a single currency 
at a future point. 

The Prime Minister said 
that Britain would play a con- 
structive role when it takes 
over the presidency of the 
European Union next year, by 
backing moves to complete 
the single market and enlarge 
the EU. 

But senio.r industrialists at- 
tending a working breakfast in 
Dawning Street failed to bear 
any Ann commitment from the 
Prime Minister in favour of eco- 
nomic and monetary union. 
He said the Government was 
reserving its options on the an- 
gle currency. 

Mr Blair also avoided re- 


sponding directly to worries 
about the impact that tbe 
strong pound was having on ex- 
ports and competitiveness, con- 
fining himself to a pledge that 
government policies were de- 
signed to create the stable en- 
vironment in which business 
could flourish. 

Emerging from the break- 
fast, businessmen were largely 
positive about their meeting 
with Mr Blair. 

Sir Richard Sykes, chairman 
of Glaxo Wellcome, said: “Tbe 
Prime Minister has a very dear 
understanding of business in 
this country, what needs to be 
done both in terms of the in- 
frastructure. the human infra- 
structure - education, skills, 
getting the right people into the 
workplace - and in terms of 
what we need to be competitive 
in the world.” 

Jan LescWy, chief executive 


of SmithWine Beecham, ar- 
gued that business wanted a sin- 
gle currency. “From our 
standpoint, we are very much 
in favour of a single currency... 
you just have to do it carefully.” 

Dr Walter Hasselkus. 
chairman of the Rover Group, 
described the atmosphere “as 
very impressive, very open". 

Mr Blair also fleshed out Ins 
plans to improve the working 
of Whitehall through a job 
swap scheme between busi- 
ness and the CivQ Service. 

A new group, headed by 
Cabinet Secretary Sir Robin 
Butler and Confederation of 
British Industry President Sir 
Colin Marshall, will oversee the 
development of shorter, more 
flexible secondments from the 
civil service Into industry, and 
seconding businessmen into 
the civil service. 

- Michael Harrison 
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Footsie within reach of record as analysts turn bullish again 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Bine chips again nudged their 
best-ever levels, helped along 
by a series of analyst meetings 
end Footsie optimism from 
NatWe&t Securities. 

The index dosed at 5,077.2 
points, up 49.7. It is the sec- 
ond time in three days it has 
moved to within bailing dis- 
tance of the 5,086.8 dosing 
peak, hit six weeks ago. 

Nat’West’s Bob Semple can 
claim to have been the most 
bullish market strategist at 
the start of the year when he 
forecast Footsie would hit 

4.600. At the time it was at a 
then peak of 4,118.5. 

In the event be was too cau- 
tious, with Footsie achieving 
his target long before he had 
expected. 

Now he has moved his 12- 
month estimate from 5,200 to 

5.600. He is, however, nervous 
about the performance in the 
□ext few months and has set- 


tled for a year-end forecast of 
4*800. 

A number of influences 
have prompted the new Sem- 
ple bullishness. He has latched 
onto a forecast fall in gill 
yields; indications that the 
economy is not overheating; 
the shortage of new issues; and 
the absence of the much- 
feared deluge of profit down- 
gradings in die current results 
season. 

The better-than-expected 
trading, which has become in- 
creasingly evident as the sea- 
son has unfolded, has been 
further underlined by the re- 
sponse to meetings between 
companies near to drawing up 
their half-year figures and an- 
alysts. 

Once it completes its cur- 
rent trading period - six ‘ 
months or a year- a company 
usually goes into purdah until 
it declares its results. 


Among those which have 
met or are meeting analysts are 
Granada, up I8p at 864Jp, 
Northern Foods (6Jp to 
237p): Haztewood Foods (6-5p 
to 144p) and Imperial Chem- 
ical Industries (5p to 988Jp). 

Carlton Communications 
met fund managers at Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite on Tues- 
day and Booker, the cash and 
cany group that recently pro- 
duced half-year figures, is 
meeting analysts today and to- 
morrow. Unigate is another on 
the analytical treadmill 

A solid New York opening, 
firm Gilts and even the S9bn 
Salomon Brothers/Travelers 
merger were other factors be- 
hind the latest exuberance 
which also gently embraced 
second- and third-liners. 

Pubs chain GreenaTls. an- 
other talking to analysts, 
missed the fun, falling 37-5p to 
414p. And Blocompatibles In- 


ternational remained in the 
dumps, off a further 17.5p to 
457.5p. 

HSBC led blue chips with 
a 68 .5p gain to 2,007p; Rail- 
track, enjoying speculation 
about posable benefits from 
any privatisation of the Lon- 
don Underground, moved 
ahead 235p to 890-5p and 
Boots added 24p to 863 -5p on 
director buying. 

Share spotlight 

share pries, penes 

240 — r-- 

235 — Northern — i 
230— Foods 1 -H 
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Shell was again the most 
heavily traded share with Seaq 
putting volume at 57 rafllion. 
Derivative action was behind 
the activity. 

Rank rose 8Jp to 353 Jp as 
Henderson said buy and 
British Petroleum enjoyed 
buy advice from BZW, gai ning 
15.5p to 911.5p. 

Royal Bank or Scotland 
hardened 115p to 651.5p as 
stories of a bid from 9.9 per 
cent shareholder Banco San- 
tander of Spain resurfaced. 

National Grid feD 4p to 
2825p after confirming the 
Energis flotation and BSkyB 
was ruffled by competition 
worries, losing 11 -5p to 
470-5p. Kent International, 
the chemical group, rosc6.5p 
to 86p (after 93.5p) in busy 
trading and NFC, the transport 

group, advanced 10-5p to 
15 Up on talk of a share buy- 
back. 


• Mecouic, a chemical group, 
produced the day’s profit 
warning, retreating 32J5p to 
315p. The shares have fallen 
from 42Z5p since the spring. 

There was talk of corporate 

action on the forecourt with 

suggestions a garage group was 
indulging in a cash-raising ex- 
ercise. One suggestion was 
Sanderson Beaman, up 7-5p at 
225p, was planning' to renew 
its interest in struggling Ap- 
pleyard, the country’s fifth- 
laigest dealer. 

Another takeover ap- 
proach to the JIT food group 
lifted the shares 10-5p to 555p 
and watch maker Daflywin 
ticked lOp better to I12jp on 
its Hong Kong listing. 

The' growing diplomatic 
crisis over tbe sentences on the 
two British nurses hit groups 
with strong links with Saudi 
Arabia. British Aerospace, for 
example, fell 23p to 1,627 .5p. 


TAJCNGJTOCK 

More, the outdoor advertising 
group reporting interim 
Ses today, is planning to Iran, 
mit posters into bus shelters u 
intends to fit flat television 

screens in shelters so it cm pro- 
ject static displays which could 
be changed a number of limes 
each day. Interim profits arc 
likely to be around 
(£6-2m). The shares were little 

changed 677p. 

SIG, the acquisitive insulation 
group, was actively traded with 
a series of mixed deals going 
through. The price firmed 4p to 
31Z5p. It has just complctui the 
£25.9m takeover of Roskil: fur- 
ther corporate action is ru- 
moured. 

Emerald Energy raised nearly 
£3m through a 5p share placing 
by stockbroker WH Ireland. 
The cash is needed for its 
Colombian and US drilling pro- 
grammes. The shares held al 
5-25p- 
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Telewest charges to carry channels 


Barratt gets up 
from its knees 


Sir Lawrie Barren, the outgoing chair- 
man of Barratt Developments, was mak- 
ing much yesterday of the group's 
consistent performance since his return 
to the chair in 1991. 

He omitted to mention the £1 06m Joss 
the group chalked up that year to extri- 
cate itself from some ill-advised land pur- 
chases in the late 19S0s. But ail that was 
forgotten as Sir Lawrie unveiled pre-tax 
profits up 35 per cent to £70. lm in what 
he hopes will be, finally, his valedictoiy 
year as chairman. The figure is still be- 
low the £77 .5m record achieved in 1988, 
when he retired the first time. 

But, in retrospect, that represented 
Barratfs high-water mark, before the 
overheated housing boom of the 1980s 
almost brought the group to its knees. 

There are good grounds for believing 
that history will not repeat itself. 

Barratt points to a much more stable 
market this time, while its polity of main- 
taining land purchases consistently 
through the housing recession means that 
it is not now having to desperately scrab- 
ble for land as prices, at leak in the Soutb- 


at managin g director level caused by Rank 
Eaton's elevation to the role of executive 
chairman. ‘ 

These may prove niggles and the US, 
where losses of £2m should be eliminat- 
ed this year, could prove a useful outlet 
for Barratt's energies if the UK market 
becomes overblown. Meanwhile, if Bar- 
ratt can turn in profits of £86m this year, 
the shares, up (L5p at 264p, stand on a 
lowly multiple of 1 1. Reasonable value. 


Scotia scrabbles 
for a success 


Scotia’s recent licensing deal for Fbscan, 
its cancer laser treatment, looks good, but 
that should not blinker investors to the 
fact that, after eight years at the bench, 
the biotechnology group has sriD not 
proved the worth of its controversial oil- 
based technology. The agreement struck 
with Boerhinger Ingelheim of Germany 
and the Japanese group Kyowa Hakko is 
welcome. It boosts the group's fast-de- 
pleting cash pile and gives Scotia a gen- 
erous 25 per cent royalties on future sales. 

Though the deal breathed new life into 


Barratt Developments: At a glance 

Market value: £81 2m, share price 264 p (+0.5p) 

Five-year 

Turnover (£m) 405 499 579 634 714 

P»-taaf profits (£m) ■ 

Earnings per share (p) e.s 122 152 17.8 25.0 

Dividends per share fej.K 


Operating margin % 

12 


Share price, pence 

700 




Vi-vi.-'i'.iu 


1932/ 1993/ 1994/ 1995/ 1996/ 
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


east, move rapidly against them. 

Barratt s target oF achieving 11.000 
completions by the year 2000 looks well 
on course, with last year's 7,710 likely to 
rise to above S.500 this year. 

The gearing effect could be substan- 
tial: last year's i 0 per cent rise in volumes 
and 4 per cent rise in average prices pro- 
duced a 35 per cent jump in profits. 

But caveats remain. The cost of land 
bank purchases is creeping up. Last year 
they rose from 21.8 to 24.5 per cent of 
eventual selling prices as the group 
splashed out in the expensive South-east. 

Barratt also remains exposed to the 
interest-rate sensitive first-time buyer 
market, which accounts for 25 per cent 
of sales. The group must also fill the gap 


( 1992. 93 94 95 95 97 | 

Scotia’s shares, which picked up a further 
18_5p to 436p on yesterdays interim re- 
sults, the price has still not recovered from 
the news in March thatlhrabetic, Scotia’s 
lead drag for diabetic nerve damage, which 
has been under development since 1 991, 
failed to win UK approval. That an- 
nouncement lopped almost a quarter off 
the group’s value in a day. 

Scotia must prove that it can turn 
evening primrose oil into real prescrip- 
tion drugs, not just food supplements and 
treatments for ailments such as eczema. 
Most other drug groups have already dis- 
missed oil-based technology in favour of 
proteins. The question is whether Scotia 
knows something that the others do not. 

The company believes that Tara be tic 


will eventually get approval. It is equally 
confident about its treatment for cancer, 
codenaraed EF13, and EF5 for arthritis. 
However recent news that EF5 does not 
work in one group of trial patients is hardly 

reassuring. 

The technology needs to work if Sco- 
tia is to justify the money it is ploughing 
into research and marketing. Increases in 
these costs in tbe half-year to June meant 
operating losses deepened by almost 
three-quarters to £13m. Even its£60m of 
available cash is only enough to last two 
years. That Scotia is already scrabbling for 
new ways to raise funds - like a Nasdaq 
listing or spinning off its fast - growing 
nutrients business - sits uncomfortably 
with the view of David Honobin, chief ex- 
ecutive, that Scotia will be cash-positive 
by 2000. Until Scotia scores a drug suc- 
cess. the shares are high enough. 


Regent remains a 
money-spinner 


Regent is one of the many go-go pub 
stocks which have been able to achieve 
both booming profits and a soaring share 
price. That was until six months ago. Since 
then. Regent's shares have slumped. 
From a high of 373 ^p, they have dropped 
to 324p, down another li5p yesterday de- 
spite the announcement of a 57 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £ 12.6m for the 
year to July. 

Tbe fall has been caused by fears that 
Regent will be hard pushed to sustain this 
growth rate. It is true that the rate of ex- 
pansion is bound to slow. 

Like-for-like sales growth is running 
at 7 per cent, which compares with the 
. double-digit growth tbe group has 
achieved over the past few years. 

Even so. Regent should still be able 
to increase profits by at least 30 per cent 
both this year and next. It plans to open 
30 pubs in the next 12 months, close to 
double last year's total of 17. 

Given that most of the group’s estate 
still lies within the M25, there is plenty 
of scope to expand across the country. It 
has already gained a foothold in the Mid- 
lands and the North. 

Its new pub brands, such as Whlkabout 
Inns, a chain of Austmlian theme bars, 
are going great guns. . 

The nationwide expansion of its Jon- 
gleurs comedy dub should also prove to 
be a money-spinner. 

The fear is that sites will eventually dry 
up as competitors scramble for the choice 
locations, while the length of time taken 
to get an licence grows all the time. How- 
ever that should not hinder Regent un- 
duly for the next few years at least. 

Wise Speke forecasts current year prof- 
its of £16Jm, putting the shares on a 
prospective price/eamings ratio of 20. 

The group’s greatgrowth potential jus- 
tifies this premium raxing. In fact the re- 
cent slide in the share price makes 
Regent look attractive. 
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Telewest 

Communications is to 
charge TV broad c as t ers 
for using its cable 
network. Cathy Newman 
reports on the latest 
initiative by the ailing 
cable industry. 


Tfelewest, the second-largest 
UK cable company, said yes- 
terday it had agreed to cany an 
un-named analogue cable chan- 
nel in return for a seven-figure 
sum. The decision is unprece- 
dented for cable companies, 
which pay programmers such as 
BSkyB to cany channels. 

A spokesman for Telewest 
said: “Tbe formula for negoti- 
ations with channel providers 
is changing. Whereas in the 
past, analogue. capacity was 
freely available, and cable com- 
panies were seeking new con- 
tent, analogue capacity is now 
at a premium, and many more 
channels are available.” 


Telewest's network carries 
around 50 analogue channels. 
The company’s spokesman said 
yesterday there was “precious 
little" spare capacity left. 

He said the company was 
discussing tbe proposals with 
other channel providers. The- 
oretically. BSkyB could be 
forced topayTelewesi to carry 
its channels in the future, but 
the negotiations al this stage are 
thought to focus on new chan- 
nels and those hoping to renew 
carriage contracts with the ca- 
ble company. Smaller riche-ori- 
entated channels are likely to 
be hardest hit by Telewest’s 
change of strategy. 

Cable companies such as 
Tfeiewest have attacked the 
high fees charged by BSkyB and 
other programmers, which 
have consistently eroded mar- 
gins. In the first half of the year. 
Telewest’s gross margin on ca- 
ble television dropped to 393 
per cent and the company has 
been forced to cut costs. 

Last month. Tfeiewest, which 
serves almost 600,000 of tbe 2 



Stephen Davidson: Behind 
the decision to charge 

milli on cable television homes 
in the UK. announced plans to 
slash 1.400 jobs in a restruc- 
turing designed to cut costs by 
20 per cent a year. 

Tbe cable company's deci- 
sion to charge channels for car- 


riage is the latest initiative 
adopted by its chief executive. 
Stephen Davidson, in the bat- 
tle to squeeze more value out 
of its programme providers. 
Last month, the company re- 
fused to carry Sky’s National 
Geographic Channel and 
dropped Sky News in areas 
where it was not contractually' 
obliged to take the service. 
Sky News will, in these re- 
gions, be replaced by the BBC’s 
24-hour news service. 

However, the cable industry 
has been fragmented in its op- 
position to BSkyB. Cable & 
Wireless Communications, the 
largest cable group, broke 
ranks with the rest of the in- 
dustry almost a month ago 
when reports surfaced that it 
had agreed to use the satellite 
broadcaster as its exclusive 
pay-per-view supplier. Al- 
though no announcement has 
yet been made, news of the ne- 
gotiations undermined at- 
tempts by a consortium of 
other cable companies to form 
their own pay-per-view venture. 


0ne20ne gets US West chief improving Brake’s shares jump 


US West yesterday stamped its 
authority on One20nc, the 
mobile phone network which it 
jointly owns with Cable & 
Wireless, by appointing its 
second executive in a row as 
managing director. 

Tim Samples, currently vice- 
president of US West's domes- 
ticwireless operations, will take 
over at the helm on 1 October. 
The move follows the recent 
surprise news that Jan Peters, 
the American managin g direc- 
tor credited with turning round 
One20ne’s fortunes, was re- 
turning to the stales to take a 
better job with US West. 

The appointment of anoth- 
er US West figure' is likely to 
quash any speculation that the 
company was under pressure to 
sell its stake in the network to 
C&W which has yet to incor- 
porate a mobile business into 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, its £4bn merged 
telecommunications group. US 


West and C&W collaborate in 
other parts of the world, but 
have also had a difficult rela- 
tionship in tbe past 

Speaking from the US last 
night, Mr Samples, 39, said he 
could not comment on the 
issue of OneTOne’s long-term 
ownership, though on past 
experience he was likely to stay 
at least three years in the posL 
“Both partners are very pleased 
with the momentum and they’re 
very anxious to keep up the 
pace,” he said, adding that it 
would be premature to suggest 
any changes to the business. 

Under Ms Peters OneTOne 
expanded its coverage outside its 
traditional base of London and 
the South-east under a billion- 
pound investment programme. 
A high-profile' television adver- 
tising campaign saw customer 
growth soar above \bdafbne and 
CeDnet, the two market leaders, 
in the first months of the year. 

- Chris Godsmark 


Shares in Brake Brothers, the 
catering supplies group, rose 
15.5p to 489p yesterday' after 
tbe company claimed to have 
cracked most of the problems 
at its troubled Puritan Maid 
food distribution operation. 

Even so, there was a want- 
ing of further losses to come 
after “severe problems" al the 
business slashed the group's 
profits in the half-year to June. 

Frank Brake, chairman, yes- 
terday hailed the business as 
“one of the biggest successes in 
the first half of 1997". Ac- 
cording to Mr Brake, the worst 
at Puritan Maid was over. The 
rescue operation had been a 
success, he said, adding that re- 
cent months had seen signifi- 
cant reductions in costs. The 
Board is confident that Puritan 
Maid will break even by 1998. 

A series of “inappropriate 
contracts” resulting from 
“management misjudgement” 
were blamed for the downturn 


at the business, acquired from 
Forte in November 1995. 

Puritan Maid saw operating 
profits of £lm turn into a loss 
of £3.9m in the latest figures, 
in line with expectations fol- 
lowing a warning in December, 
when Brake's shares crashed. 
The group said that a farther 
“small loss’* was also likely in 
the second half. 

Sorting out Puritan Maid 
has involved restructuring some 
contracts and terminating 
others. It has also been cost!}' 
- first-half Puritan Maid oper- 
ating expenses were up by al- 
most 40 per cent on last year. 
The resulting losses more than 
wiped out a 12 per cent jump 
in profits m the core frozen 
foods distribution business. 

.Overall, group profits slid 
13 per cent to £1 1.2m in the six 
months to June, although the 
half-way dividend rises 10 per 
cent to 3.2p. 

- Lea Paterson 
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I PE considers 
electronic 
dealing switch 


Tbe International Petroleum 
Exchange has set up a com- 
mittee to examine whether it 
should continue with its current 
system of open outcry floor 
trading or switch to electronic 
dealing. It is also looking at pro- 
posals that it should stop being 
a member-owned exchange in 
favour of converting to a nor- 
mal for-profit company owned 
by shareholders. 

Richard Reinert, chairman 
of the IPE board of directors, 

1 "said: “There has dearly been a 
i groundsweU of- opinion from 
i prominent and active mem- 
bers that these two fundamen- 
tal issues need to be considered 
before making long-term 
derisfonsabout the future of the 
: IPE.” 

j The cost of moving to better 

premises and retaining open 
outcry has been estimated at 
£5m. In addition, IPE is already 
committed to a dare of the costs 
of rebuilding the Trade Regis- 
tration System it shares with oth- 
er futures exchanges such as the 

London International Finan- 
cial Futures Exchange (Liffe). 

The relative merits of open 
outcry trading and more mod- 
ern electronic systems was 
thrown under the spodight last 
week by an allianire between 
France’s Matif futures market 
and Germany’s and Switzer- 
land's Eurex joint venture. The 
combined tradinggroup. main- 
ly using etectronic trading, is be- 
ing seen as a deliberate attempt 
to challenge liffe's traditional 
floor trading, which has so far 
dominated Europe's deriva- 
tives trading. 
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Good government will bring financial markets to heel 


The pace of progress at the annual World 
Rank and International Monetary Fund 
meetings is, usually, glacial. The assorted 
dignitaries can spend years talking in im- 
penetrable jargon about decisions whose 
implications are, to all except aficionados, 
completely obscure. This year's meeting in 
Hong Kong brought, by contrast, big and 
even startling developments. 

Some of them were less obviously ex- 
citing Than others. For instance, the IMF 
got the go-ahead for a quota increase and 
redistribution and a special allocation of 
Special Drawing Rights (SDR). Dry as it 
sounds, this subject caused a massive row 
between the developed and developing 
nations three years ago, and delicate 
negotiations have been going on ever 
since. What it means is that member gov- 
ernments have agreed to increase the 
IMF's capital by 45 per cent, and tilt the 
balance of shareholding in the fund to bet- 
ter reflect the growing economic strength 
of newly industrialised countries. 

In addition, the new allocation of the 
IMF's Special Drawing Rights, its basket 
currency, will also give member countries 
a fair share. These apparently technical 
housekeeping agreements are part of the 
process of giving fast-growing countries a 
greater voice in the international financial 
institutions. 

Of more obvious interest was the un- 
expected focus of the meetings on what the 
IMF and World Bank should be doing in 
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the modem world, and the consensus that 
die answer is reducing poverty, furthering 
social goats. nmlrrrtfl griBft mmgnt more open 
and transparent, and cracking down oa cor- 
ruption. In short, the delegates talked about 
howto make the world a better place, and 
agreed on the steps needed even though 
in some cases this was inevitably only a mat- 
ter of paying lip service. 

However, this surprise agreement era the 
ends produced a fissure between the de- 
veloped and developing countries over the 
means. The new split showed up m several 
ways, most dramatically in tfae wax of words 
between Mahathir Mobamed, the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, and the financier 
George Soros. But it was also revealed by 

the rievel o ping cr umbies* r gskfanre trvp fam 

for the IMF to enhance the free flow of cap- 
ital around the world, and by surprise 
Japanese proposals for an Asian Monetary 
Fund whereby Asian neighbours would give 
each other financ ial support 

The disagreement boQs down to one 
group of countries having second thoughts 
about capital liberalisation after this sum- 
mer's currency and stock market crisis in 
South-east Asia. There was afear amongst 
developing country finance ministers and 
bankers that if global capital could do this 
to the Tiger economies then nobody would 
be safe from the risk of a sudden crisis. They 
put out a statement saying that while they 
would support “orderly” capital liberali- 
sation, it must not be allowed to put too 


much stress on countries already snuggling 
to adjust to globalisation. They gave only 
tentative backing to the IMF’s wish to 
amend its articles to make freedom of cap- 
ital movements as well as free movement 
of goods and services fundamental to its 
operations. 

These hesitations were reflected in 
support for the idea of an Asian Monetary 

Fund, a SlOObn (£62bn) fund that would 
stand ready to support any country in the 
region that got into the kind of crisis they 
have seen this summer. The fond would 
therefore be a kind of barrier that could 
be raised when the tides of free capital be- 
came too disruptive. 

There are some good arguments against 
putting this kind of defeooe system in place, 
the main one being the question of “moral 
hazard”. This means simp ly that investors 
would take bigger rides knowing that a large 
pot of money was ultimately available to 
bail them oat than they would if there was 
no safety net. 

With investors in Mexico rescued in 
1995, and investors in Thailand in 1997, how 
long would it be before another country fao- 
mg a run on its currency decided the time 
had come to activate the new fond? 

However, the point is that the battered 
Asian economies are keen to sign up id such 
a fund because they feel they need pro- 
tecting from the odd hurricane in the 
financial markets. After this summer, free 
capital flows look pretty destructive. 


The debate was of course at its stark- 
est in Hong Kong in the high drama - or 
was it farce? — of the Mahathir/Soros de- 
bate. Mr Mahathir complained: “Quite a 
few peopfe who are in the media and in con- 
trol of the big money seem to want to see ' 
these Southeast Asian countries and in par- 
ticular Malaysia stop trying to catch up with 
their superiors and know their place." He 
touched - rightly -on the fear of many in 
the developed world that countries like 
Malaysia are “stealing” jobs and business. 
As he put it: “Tb the yellow peril of yes- 
teryear wifi be added the brown peril The 
Europeans will be overwhelmed.” 

Mr Mahathir is quite right to condemn 
tills for both its racism and its falsehood. 
Ashe said in the speech, world-wide trade 
and investment do not add up to a zero- 
sum game where one country's gain is an- 
other's loss. He also reflected a widespread 

feeling that trading in the international cap- 
ital markets is divorced from anything real 
that is going on in the world. “No real 
money is involved, only figures,” be said. 

Although the outspoken Prime Minis- 
ter went well beyond logic in concluding 
that currency trading must therefore be 
banned, his speech did reflect in extreme 
form some of the new concerns in South- 
east Asia. His opponent hi the debate also 
conceded that there were problems with 
global capitalism. George Soros said: 
“F inancial markets are inherently unsta- 
ble and international financial markets even 


more so. International capital fk^^re no- 
torious for their boom-bust pattern. 

However, he concluded, not ^ 
eraments should try to ban the matw*. 
Malaysian style, but rather that the 

tence of the global markets demnn^ d l 
ferent kind of government. 8«>adJ 

speaking, an open and democratic go 
ermmmtwfll be less vulnerable to the de- 
ficiencies of financial markets - and ne 
crit icised Asian governments for clinging 
to an autocratic and corrupt polities. 

The world's most famous financier 
therefore ended up reaching the same con- 
clusion as.the finance ministers and cen- 
tral fe»nfc governors: the next big ISSUC m 
economic progress is better government. 
But until that lesson is put into practice, 
the IMF will find it heavygoing on its plans 
for capital liberalisation. The experience 
of the 1930S, when the international 
finan cial system broke down, suggests 
that financial crises do nothing to improve 
the prospects of open government. 

Nor is therearrything to suggest that this 
summer’s crisis has prodded South-east 

Asia on to a higher political plane. The Thai 

gove rnme nt is in turmoil, while Mr Ma- 
hathir’s autocratic tendencies seem to 
have been reinforced. Free markets police 
bad governments very effectively, but freer 
markets do not necessarily improve bad 
governments. These have to want to im- 
prove themselves to reap the benefits of 
economic liberalisation. 
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A huge gang of marauding 
regulators burst upon an un- 
suspecting Canary Wharf in 
London's Docklands yester- 
day to give their new head 
office the once-over. 

The 30-plus party of sight- 
seers from NewRo, the pro- 
posed body formed from seven 
investment regulators, was led 
by its leader elect, Howard 
Davies, who chose the new lo- 
cation. Which is pretty brave of 
Mr Davies, considering he lives 
in faraway Fafing, on the oth- 
er side of London. 

The visitors swarmed off 
the Docklands Light Railway 
sporting little name badges on 
their lapels - DTI, Bank of Eng- 
land, SIB and so on. Even the 
transport system gpt into the 
spirit of the occasion, flashing 
up “DLR welcomes NewRo” 
on its electronic notice board. 

More than 2,100 .bureau- 
crats will move to the building 


at 25 North Colonnade which 
contains more than 363,000 
square feet of office space. 

The capture of NewRo 

Tiipam That Panar y W harf, on ly 

half-let during the recession, is 
now more than 90 per cent foil, 
although the top 11 floors of the 
tower are still available. There 
is also new bufldmg, so by next 
month Canary Wharf win have 
1,635,000 square feet of office 
space under construction. 

One regulator said the guid- 
ed tours were in order to “win 
hearts and minds” for the lo- 
cation. “A lot of people never 
been there and baveonly read 
about it in the press.” Yester- 
day’s was just die first of a large 
number of visits planned. 

The regulator source adds: 
“We’re hoping the Jubilee Line 
underground extension to Ca- 
nary Wharf wifi open on time 
next September - that’s when 
we move in.” 


The drugs group Scotia is in- 
troducing an appetite suppres- 
sant for dimm ers called “Deal 
Brake”, a naturally occurring 
drug which sends signals to your 
brain saying your tummy’s foil 
so you endup eating 30 percent 
fewer calories per meaL 
A Swedish company Is al- 
ready using it in yoghurts, as 
Scotia’s chairman, Sr James 
McKinnon, found to his cost. 
He was in Stockholm to help 

celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of a Scotia subsidiary called 
LipidTbknik, and attended a 
sumptuous feast to that end. He 
tried one of the yoghurts, not 
knowing it contained the new 
drug, liked it and had another 
one. The result was he felt 
stuffed and couldn’t manag e a 
morsel of the feast There’s a 
moral in there somewhere. 

The normally gritty Sir Lawrie 
Barratt, the grand old man of 


the house-building industry, 
was in an elegiac mood yester- 
day as he contemplated his re- 
tirement as chairman of Barratt 
Developments, the group he 
founded, for the second time. 

Never one to hide his light 
under a bushel, he said his 
greatest achievement in 44 
years in the business was “as- 
sisting the explosion of borne 
ownership which has taken 
place. Assisting the growth 
from 4 milli on famili es to 12 
million families [which own 
their own home]. I have con- 
sistently strived to make that 
possible and the industry has 
consistently followed." 

Despite her famous refusal 
to live in a Bairatt home in Dul- 
wich, South-east London, he 
also still dearly holds a candle 
for Margaret Thatcher. He 
quite understood her desire to 
live dcserin to London, he said, 
but deep down she was like all 


women. “Men want a new car, 
but 90 per cent of women want 
a new house.” 

Even so, he retains his cus- 
tomary disdain for those who 
dabble in politics. Archie Nor- 
man. Lord Simon, Martin Tay- 
lor and the like who are 
prepared to sup with the Labour 
Government get short shrift 
“It will all unfold. It will all end 
in tears.” As for himself and pol- 
itics: “I wouldn’t waste nty time.” 

Instead he will keep an eye 
on bis old business as life pres- 
ident and wiQ keep his hands frill 
miming three homes and a 
yacht in the south of France. . 

Hardly the country gent. 
Sir Lawrie insists he is an or- 
ganiser and you can see his 
point TWenty-five acres in 
Northumberland might be 
enough far one person, but his 
4,500-acre Famdale Estate in 
the Yorkshire dales sounds like 
a full-time job in itself. Famous 


for its annual display of daf- 
fodils, Farndale boasts 22 let 
farms, 150 acres of woodland 
and a shoot with pheasants, 
grouse, dude and partridge. 

Sir Lawrie has no time for 
those who make their pile and 
quit the country to live in a tax 
haven. “I pay my taxes in this 
counlzy and enjoy the British wty 
of life.” And long may it be so. 

Thames Witer has appointed its 
managing director, BSD Alexan- 
der, as chief executive from 1 
October. The company’s chair- 
man, former United Biscuits 
boss Sir Robert Clarke, will 
continue until his retirement in 
the spring of 1999. Sir Robert 
said: “There will be a gradual 
handover of my executive re- 
sponsibilities over the next 18 
months. It is anticipated that my 
successor as chairman will be 
non-executive.” The company 
added that its strategy director. 


Bill Harper, would leave at the 
end of the year. 

Speaking of which, whatev- 
er happened to Mike Hoff- 
man, Thames Water's chief 
executive until March 1996? Mr 
Hoffman disappeared into ob- 
scurity with his payoff after 
eight years leading an interna- 
tional diversification strategy for 
the utility, which it abruptly put 
into reverse last year. 

The former head of Water 
Services Association of England 
and Wales left Thames Water 
with a payoff of around 
£500,000, plus options worth an- 
other £500,000 and Thames 
Water shares worth £400.000. 

ft appears Mr Hoffman is stiQ 
buty with three non-executive di- 
rectorships. He picked up one at 
Hornby, the train sets maker, in 
January, and he is a non exec at 
FowerGen and Anite Group, 
which changed its name from 
Ctay Electronics Holdings. 
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Johnson Houghton hoping to hit headlines 


The Queen Elizabeth U 
Stakes on Saturday 
brings an opportunity for 
Fulke Johnson Houghton 
to return to racing's high 
table. Here the trainer 
explains to Richard 
Edmondson why his career 
has been in decline since 
the days when the horses 
of Sheikh Mohammed 
and the Aga Khan graced 
his Oxfordshire stables. 


When he counts the outstand- 
ing horses he has trained, Fulke 
Johnson Houghton gets up to 
18, He can leJI you about Ri~ 
bocco and Ribero. the St Leg- 


er-winning brothers, the sub- 
sequent supcrsiud Habitat and 
He De Bourbon, the victor in the 
197S King George VI Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes. 

Yet when he calculates the 
number of beasts he now has in 
his stables, Johnson Houghton 
struggles to get past a similar fig- 
ure. Since the turn of the 
decade, the Blcwbuiy trainer's 
fortunes have plummeted like 
a penny down a wishing wD, but 
it is not a destiny which has left 
him bitter. “That's just the way 
it goes," is his regular if hardly 
contemplative assessment. 

Fulke Johnson Houghton 
seems to have been around for 
so long that it must soon be his 
time to become either a High 
Court judge or member of the 
Jockey dub. In fact, he is only 


57 and the flhision is cast by the 
fact that be started training h>. 
1961, aged 20. 

When Dick Wbrde a intro- 
duced Sheikh Mohammed to 
racing, Johnson Houghton and 
John Dunlop were his first 
■ trainers, but since then the 
Makloums have not, been en- 
ticed back to the yard that lies 
by the rolling downland south 
-of Didcot's belching chimneys 
and power station. 

- Tbe Aga Khan was also a pa- 
tron of the stables (from where 
Zayyani, in the 1989 Greenbam 
Stakes, was the Aga's last John- 
so n- Hough ton-train ed Group 
winner before bis withdrawal 
from Britain), but Michael 
Stoute and Luca Cu ma ni grad- 
ually earned the pkk of those car- 
rying the green and red livery. 


Once owners get on the dou- 
ble-decker rolling downhiD out 
of a yard, it is extremely difficult 
to get them back. ’SVUwyn thinks 
his husbandly of these bene- 
factors could have been better 
and considexs he may have been 
a touch “obstinate". “I've been 
a bit careless with my owners," 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sword Arm 
(GoodwoodUO) 

NB: Red Camellia 
(Goodwood 330) 

the trainer said yesterday. “Fve 
mislaid them. I’m looking fbrthe 
secret and trying to discover how 
I get more owners. 

£ T think another problem 
was chat my name was too long 
for the headlines. But 1 can’t 


Cecil retires Bosra Sham - ‘a Christian and a good friend’ 


Henry Cedi yesterday paid rich 
tribute to Bosra Sham, who has 
been retired because of the re- 
currence of a foot problem. 
"She was always frustrating but 
she was a brilliant filly and was 
better than ever this year,” Ce- 
cil said. "She looked fantastic 
but every time the crunch came 
we came up against a problem. 


“She hasn’t been easy to 
train - before she won the 
Guineas she was lame, and 
three days before the Champi- 
on - but she bad a lot of guts. 
She was a super filly, a Christ- 
ian and a good Mend." 

Another on the injured list 
is Yorkie George, who only on 
Tuesday was well backed for the 


Tote Festival Handicap at As- 
cot on Saturday. He suffered a 
serious bone injury on the New- 
market gallops yesterday morn- 
ing and will miss the race. 

In Ireland, Dorans Pride 
was a smooth winner of yester- 
day's £50,000 Keny National at 
ListoweL Richard Dunwoody 
was so impressed with last year’s 


GOODWOOD 


2.00 Palaomon 
2.30 Sword Arm 

3.00 Male-Ana-Mou 
330 Decorated Hero 


HYPERION 

4.00 Dick Turpin (nb) 
435 Chief Whip 
5.05 King Darius 


GOING: Strain nurse - Good; Rom) course - Good to Frm PanMrometerai 
STALLS: Straight course - stands tedo; nxM course - nskta (except Tm4f- outside). 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: beet tar 71 to tn 2t 

• Right-hand course woh sharp bends and gradients. 

• Cone a north ot Chichester between A2B8 and A28& Chichester rai station 4m 
ADMISSION: Hchmond EndoGura Gordon Endosro no lover-665 £5) Pi£Sc En- 
closure IS (Over 65e £3). CAR PARK: £2; He parting avataUe 

• LEADt NG TRAINERS: R Harmon — 39 winners from 372 nxmers $ves a success ra- 
tio of USA>;P Cole 29-130 (amj.J Gooden 26-140 08JS%LM Stoute 25-100 (25%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Raid — 39 winners ham 270 rides (14.1%). R Cochrane 21- 
64 pasty M Roberts 20- W5 p3Bty Dm Often 14-113 (124%) 

• FAVOURITES: 234 wins In 700 rares (33%) 

BUKKERH) FIRST TIME: Ftather Sky COO); Ltorfght (MM: HddK 60S): Tlw TleuBterpCB) 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVB4 DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Upflftkifl (435) has been sent 134 nfles by L G Cottrel tan 
Diifcxtf. Down 


2.00 


DCELLO il & UBU ill TROPHY HANDICAP (NH JOCKEYS) 
(CLASS E) £5,000. added 2m 

1 OOflO AJC0MBE(1S|O**»to!tylad)i>*n*8«1J« CUawetynlO 

2 422® DURHAM (15) (TteSe u al P m inBihpl Q L Mocre 6 It P DGdtoglwSB 

3 0-E30 CLASSY CM? (166) (Custom RrangM tong 4 TIB — Urea Lang 15 

4 409830 SAHJYFLOSSfn) (MsSLheseyi JKhg<nfl BftweiZ 

5 DM! FATH8I SKV (Ji59) {Komefi KomtekJ 0 Sherwood 6 Tl 6 A McCarthy S3 

6 06MB RSDFUUAplll) (JRA®Pimchol411 3 UndndsB 

7 -20040 N0RQANSK (8S| (T Snwh) M MadgtKk B W 13 Jl A FbgflOM 13 

8 00V VMDB.QUATH0(J?1S)fanMlfcGraBdy) JIAjlra5t>!L— V Smart* 

9 012240 ZAAMLHC (USA1 (B) (BFJ (Afcs VAtaHiw«*jRAIR»wr5 09 CAtadtH 

« 43050 WRNNSpajj (RJOS>3Mn)R0SAflnBT)? AMcCabsll 

It -06523 PALAEMON (26) |l*ss B Swirl C Bating 3 V 4 BFMonS 

T2 40100 CHEFS SONG (J201) (tea Anne D»4nB)S Do. 7 101. — — JFlKsvRnegh3 

n 23W5 H9XSWICK(10)(MG ACWJl) JKhflG W0 .-.TJMwphf 7 

H 3004U4 GMKA(21)(MsMLance} jAUhtfiWO : S Quart 12 

« 000600 WAUSIGfflW WraaBtateS»s«OLWBlB4WO „__J.Hmwyl 

• 15 factored - 

Mnarurn nagM: JOst True handicap wtight Hdawcfr 9a T3fa GWw 9s IK). CAafengar Sat 12K> 
BETTING: 4-1 Red Raja, 02 Patavaon, 5-1 HHtowfc*. M Durham. 8-1 Nordanak, Zamriak, lOI 
A/cornbB, 12-1 WWns, i4-t CtriaTa Song, fiatfw SkK Sandy Floes, 1&-? Glnfca, 20-1 otters 
1936: Franch Ivy 9 h 4 P Carbeny 7-21H (F Mrptyl ctaen (5) 14 ran 
FORM GUffiE 

Tanmy Murphy, recently anmxnced ee saUe Joctay 1o P»A Mchols, to on a rwrtty stay- 
er here In H1LLSWICK. who battled tedt to beat Budea at Beth and nol asgrwsd on 
two are <hca Pa iaemon, the nxxrif of Ban* F{ritori ts another*! erxJof 

iwndtoep The geWng may need obit mare art to the wound, but hta decant tom over 
12 futoigs gives the impression he could stay today* longer top. Durham Is hairing 
consotenay Ha has Dean Qalagher aboort tnd, vrhte he was not wooptog l «hnn «c- 
ond to iJXDtawt ai Kemptwi (AjMjnbe not ^graced m eighth) the big weight ooiAd an- 
char fwntt%*toghuii«» Red Ra)a had toil* nn since Aprl when caught fyDureombe 
Han m Fokesrone three weeks ago. He has since Washed second Over hutites to Italy 
and shoUd figu» under Marti Rlchnds. Ttoo tides could stretch the stamina Imitations 
of Ztemahk nnd Nordanak. write last mortNs wtonmo hurdler MUm may tecktfw paw 
id wm ewer two ndee on the Iwet Selecdon: HLLSWKK 

|~2,30) HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added to stakes 


CHARLTON HUNT SUPREME STAKES (GROUP 3) 
(CLASS A) £33,000 added 7T 

RfflWQS 

t ffTBG DECORATED («0 (14) (D) (BF) (Exre Of H AAart| JGUXJan 5 92._OPae«ir« rr7 

2 0033*0 RESTRUCTURE {12J (BF) (lArth Uyeo) Ifc, J Cod 592 Jl Roberta 4 JOB 

3 &7VQ KWAA1DS (USA) (14) (Hamdsr Al lUdcun) J Dutp 5 S 12 RFBasm 

4 0-220 BLUEYQTEEH (55) (0^ (Boonsbiry Sari) P Ct cpg lfrt ly«n 3 B fl .Jana Omfl 3 89 

5 42298 0HNBUEMM)(iqp)(BP)(M1toer)NDMami9ae .WRyun2iofl 

6 TK44 REDCAIIHUA(t37](CD)(OwBbyMiSWIS»MPlB9CoK386SS|i«faB1123 

BETTlWGe 7-4 DacorsUd Haw. 1S4 Bed CanwIlA 84 Mr— fl la, 1S4 Reatmctigai 8-1 Oh Met- 
fin. 26-1 Bhwygraen 

199& - fagub&389 K Darby 4-1 (I BaUnQ)<taMi (7) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The unpenaised star My RB> CAAELL1A looks the bet having shown horsed as good 
as ever in Fratce to May. So good at this trip aa e (uvorie wtto wtos from Ynntmak at 
Sondown and from Fernanda in the Prestige Stakes here, Red CemaSa again Mtenpt- 
od to make al hi the Group One Ditoai PoUe cfEssni das Poufches (tm) el Longchampb 
She nknoet pJtori tt all but the trip In the sah. grand Jua! tourxJ bar an Red CemeBe 
moKro to her best efistnnee today and, whle sertter ground wodd have bean preferred, 
she is going to take some beating This is Decorated Haro'a best trip He gave 7b end 
a besting to Restructure (levafc today) at Newbury in he wntfie Hmgerfard Stakes 
on die same come and came late to bo beaten a neck by Afenushiarak (4t> better tarn 
thB Hungertord) over a mlB te Doncaster last tine. Nwaamis Is also smart 0M9- sem 
and led to ms trip n the Doncaster race - Ms run snee Royal AsooL Ha meett Dec- 
orated Hero on the sane terms but it coild be dose between them over the shorter ds- 
tance and with Nwaarrts Bm/y to come on a few pouvk Oh Nedta has lost her abity 
to wm a race ofthis rtSure Bbieygreen Is out&ssed. Selecttoo: RED CAMELLIA 


4.00 


EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YD 1m 2f 


30 BH. CANTO n(Shatti MahantneCl JGredon 90. 


6-03 DKacTURP9i(USA)fl2)(Bf)nbati*art^KlHi<nBdan90_ 

53040 MUTWAM(USA)(iag(HAHUB^KIMif90 

0* QUBET VENTURE (19) (IMkun AIM*ttxnflEDirtJp90 

s !0M TOUGH ACT (t2| (Us R Duetts A ftrafi 90. 


60500 BALF0IW LA0T (31) [The Butalgham Partnmstip) JTbfcr B 9 — 

2DOC3 OWZDNSTRffir P2)(BF)(J Ma3any)DBs«rth89__ 

0(0030 UUEUGHT(l7)(AkBiQbson| JTlerBB. 


— OP»*fier1 

WBy«4 

.ROoctamT 

KM» 1 B 

A CM3 

M Roberts 8 

JEWdB 


IS BWORAIIApq0adHtffa*)LCumari89 

09 PRADESH {SMiJ)Mdnnria4JGDSdan89. 

-WdsctanKJ- 


-SSanteaSB 
_R Brow* fO 9 
AGstbS 


BETTING: 10040 Dk* Turpin, 4-1 Tbu0i Act, 5-1 Croon Street, 6-1 CkMttaAora, 13-2 BN Can- 
to, 6-1 Panama. 10-1 Pradeeb, 12-1 IhreAghL Mutehari. 1H BaKourlady 
19BK F*tk» VPtei 9 0 T dinn S4 few (P Goto) dnen (Q 9 ron 
FORM GUIDE 

This Is a weak midden with Quiet Venture m with afcw chance after naming much bet- 
tar on Wa second start re Leicester. A docent older hona. Sacha *on that raca but Qi4- 
el tfcnMB led uuf theftwl toriong. A change of rider (John Rafcl) may Mk> the Oran 
Street, a beaten tanourtta In a urighaon hsndcap test time but prevkxaiy a good sec- 
ond to Sharta «t Sandowa BEL CAMTO, the mount of OSvfer Pester, looks ihe pick of 
John Gosdenfe palt Bel Canto taAad to qiAckan up in Ftagehip>i maiden am flte dip at 
Sondown last weak, but promise was shown at Ybrif and he vwtAcM need to Bbow that 
much hiprowmant to tBM thB. Dick Ttaptn retanad from a tongthy absence to finish 
a promteng third to Slvery over lha course and dstance 12 days ago He ran vwl on Ns 
orty luvenle start and must bo feared, fbuflb Act made Ite reappeerenca in d» Slvery 
raca and world probably have won it but for tooktog Btely isnrdhusiBatie after httttog 
the front The ea-David Moriey trained Mutabarf needs to tan been weetanad if) by 
hJsnewtaghartopiayapart. Selection: BEL CANTO 


A Ofc'l EBF MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added to stakes 
■t.OOI jjYo 6 f 


00 ARtnK&TARf^lKlgBdnfflfUtf MBwroftBO. 


.SSntan7 


690598 TBaiAiaA(Z7)14DASfWhKrtWI*Bg»97 KWonB 

3303- SAUV JW» |3W0<a« Of TheEarth-ftw Seasons Ftae»g)V Scene 9 6 

..... _ C Ruder 1 

322G6 KHAEAAQ(14)(D)(HamdBnA!ifaMDum)WRHBrn96 RlflbllB 

3TU30 SbORO ARM (BJ (A E ftpertwmefl R Charter 9 5 . T Sprite JV 

t-a» RHTtSE TO LOSE (9) UCSmeh) J Eustace 91 RCocbnmeS 

T74500 GS BS DREAM n |D) |&rt A Borman liteed) A Jarvis 91 — .. ...SDrrene7 

MOOD BRAVEHEAJU(2G (WHPoracrt^MOi»XDn8B - StoutaralO 

0-4483 IHTffA (8) [Hamdan Ai Uatoounl P Wahryn B6 WRyanCV 

33DEO U™«B(tfl)(VVRrt*nh(>}RAWli4Sf83 MRoberttS 

3 00094 DANDV REGENT (131) ftai Panc«9 C Cyw B 3 RFfrondip)4 

i HOBO |R0NH3HTS»«T(lfl)lCJI«j)RGueatat — Merttilteyar? 

-iiteknt* 

ETma: 11-4 KtwtaMv 10040 Refuaa Tb Lose. 5-1 Wemmie, 114 Sated Am, 7-1 Ifle W n M 

NH «-! urn. fo-i gm^ b«^ O rem w-i !&**, w in Dewfy^ R rcm; sm srey 

Kk 

B9S: Don Bos* 0 O T Oiare 8-1 (U Sttute) drwn (B) M ran 
FORM GUIDE 

draw nnt to toe erode red a a plus for Khateaq. a winner wuns top at Ung fleto 
rw (iMnntKO torrong in crocAtaWe rune t»Wnd tire mproved Stfa at N aw^ Mlto a nd 
oncastor KheAaaq goes here n a weaker grade oh a pound tower mark so hotoa an 
tmous chance TWamanta. second with Bst7to to &AfS#a«i over this tttoM&ndown. 

,n < n Mil dmt on the Same oounse (ml neort Urw when swth to Snawrn a 

^e^^a^^SS^bWpU^ RETOETOLCe^ 
ho ran en w«i n second to Treasure Touch ei a masawe field over si* furiongs at Nwu- 
tarketnAprA He mad »e»wm to bwt 

m with orevtous scoter Howards In Bwd. With his pace. Refuse To Lose » ffong to Ht 

\ fiifMiitnu u i net week but 3 mBc sil looks hte Gw Bw DfMfli 3W3 WBl look bflflt 

bte ate their deters bchrt kfeft UflM a Sarnfaw, but gflteUw 

trip wrth R-Eddwy test 

» o«n gwm o chance by the hancScapper wito a I3to 

i SandovMi three outmgs ago Selaction. refubh to luhh 

NFU RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12,000 added to 
- - i stakes 2m 

53530 ^ 5 * 4 ! fi.lfimCWBC4 

43SB GEOTQA VENTURE [15 pr Rw*S^BOTaoj B«xxls38 i R Flinch (9)1 

W& W Hid, stK 7-4 Udy 01 VM Uka. M Grettfi Venture. M IteteAruHfca 
FORM GUIDE 

WWW* hom MEDIA aifm can be barteKJtelhe^M^^JDk^ttieyo^gJ 

sSwBsrBSSSBjjSSrSSw 
SSSSssKSsr 

ihnr nvjl m “c™- 


044 CHe 1 WWP «JS) (19) Karr-Ctown) L Curran 9 0 -Jt Ftameh (3) 3 

00 MAILSHOT (HQ (MacOoneklMAig)SDm90 PDBe(T)5 

(4V TYSON (HMttAavaJ KkWid 00 Mw*iCteyar8 

5 OttaNO(i3) (ttsActa OtoreJS Dow 90 WRjeng 

00 THOMAS OHAUEY (1^ (C 4 VfasHnunJ R OSUKn 9 0 A Proctor 6 

63 TORRST(2l)^(«ar«Art7Txto*6jrei«idRad«jPCctoB0 CRutttft 

6 TWOFORTBipJ) (XGNBurrags|Mte^««*90 NVwtay2 

fi YOUNQOOSHfroiIDHAmNegeiJGcrefcrrSO OReelarW 

0 UPUFI91G (Geiry Abertid LGCatMB9 M Robert* 4 

-10 «■ ' 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
6 
9 

8 

BETTING: 11-4 'toneaL 10040 ybam Jodi. 7-2 Orotoo, 94 CbMVfHp, 10-1 Arete Stor, IB-1 Up- 
HOng, 20-1 M>9 Shot. My Tysoo, TWoforton, 33-1 Humes CTMetey 
IS» Bachetos Fed 9 D W Ertktery 54 ter (W Jwvrfl mi (it) 17 an 
FORM GUIDE 

A tricky ttfio raca with Oralno hoping tar better lortitoB Mter hia satroon fifth to Ico- 
band here. He snmtted barfly at the halfway potot and can be axpectoo to reveres Ihe 
torm with Chief WWp (tourih) who probably wants further judged on hh eartar run hare 
behind Shudder. VbungJoah Is tom a speedy tamfy and he led two mt before lacing 
In the Nottnghten race won By Ms better fanctod stabtemete Detanent He has every 
Chance this tune with that net under Ha bait TbrrenL a big tfis ap poi n tniara wtron m 
oddKirr she* to ShuddorS race ham then puAad truch too hard to the soft gnxaid al 
’to* (race won by Gurkha) He may be bast watched unS dsfiremg. The runner that at- 
tracts at a decant price Is ARCTIC STAR, who ddrtl rim too wel at Ayr (71) tost Sator- 
ttey. But fw conteatad a not raca won by Ttenarteft on his debut af Kentpton pi) and is 
waA worth c han cmg new that hdi dropped In trip. SaJacBon: AFtCTC STAR 


5.05 


00 


421) RiCO SUAVE (T7) (Haydi D Kely) Sir M Pioscrtf 9 7 _ 
330 aAKK (17) (BF) (Htoieian Al Itthlrf J&riop9 S . 
0M3S4 KING fMBUS (T7| (£ John RaiyJRrtmwi 8 0.. 


040000 BAUTT RAIBStTn^iro Janet vt»n) M Hemn-Ete BO. . 
060 BRONWO (15) (Use BSwreJG Baktog SB 

*50300 MNtt£A0Bt(23)(Anni) PCdeS8.. 


ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE NURSERY HANDICAP 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2YO 1m 

— SSsndmS 

RHBaiB 

JOrnmCnutB 

JCUai 

— 8 Dmwto 2 
CfUWSB 

063 POLO VENTlWE(T7)(DrRari(S BChar^ 5Vtfcods8B : JRMd3 

4383 SHORT ROMANCE (tB) (Abbot Ftodns FVrirws) JVfc7 12 NHmyf$10 

006 DAWN TBEADEH (USA) (17) (Mbs L R Hanrcn 7 It R FJmndl (3) 11 

2245 LITTLE TUMLBt (TB (JAsW Edgar) SVto0dn«l7 10 APoO{5)4 

.060 T>ffi THRUSTS? (28) (Ms IVffHsmliVn Hen 70 .Martin Dwyw 7 S 

-11 dadtead- 

Untaun Mfgfit: 7A lOfc. True tenefcap mfgM: The HmjaterTU 5fci 

BETTWG: 3-1 lOng Darios, 84 Bakft. 114 Rico Snava, 7-1 Polo ten, 9-1 The Ttmwtec 10-1 
Brorakio, Short Ronance. 12-1 Babel RanberLIttnQisette; LBtl. "moijht, 14-1 Dawn Tteadw 
1996: BoW Onenal 2 B 9 Pa Bckiery 5-1 (N CE'-' Jttn) tkwm ® to ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A mie nuraary bales tala-made for KING DARIUS, who has Dane ONel back on board 
afar hb tounn » Kin* Brave at Bath (tm) Stowiy away undw Ms apprentice ridec Ktog 
Dents finbhad in strong style and Nb prevtoiB nursery rone war seven fietonga. behind 
Mertrfe Ring aLGoodvmoo and OpdnMc etitnk, stamped hkn as one to note when 
pur over a mla Rteo Suavw and ElaUk ware bett dteappoh&r«g in the Baft race and 
they meet Mng Darius on e pound wprea mrea. Balok. such a prort te ng sort on ire 
Newbury debut would seam the more My to do better today now that hab tried In blric- 
ers BaM Ftambart has been short of Boom an her taat two rusery dterr^es, whia Breozf- 
no has the kxA of a ninery type after ccnteadnQ three hot races. Ringleader could be 
tended on he Ascot thkd to Country Garden, but ha ran barBy in bankers In a Fbfte- 
storw maiden last ttne PotoVbRturehaseomBhopatoanurearyiudBedonhiBNew- 
mari« showing bahind Bemsha Swing, but the taMoais put me off Hie Thruster, who 
must here flene backwards dnea ire ptoaano debut nsm Dontastec Short R ome nce 
and LHUo TUmWar 
tor both. 


r have shaped wo* ki saven-tortong nurseries and this into is wanted 

SetecUon: KMG DAttUS 


^C|N.G. RESULTS 


□WOOD 

[Candy Mcms] 33-'; 2. 
Ion 100*30: 3. Royal 
ran. 'h. sht-hd (MChan- 

*n)1b»:E65BO:Ei0aa 

H50 CSF. C 12 esa Tno : 
ji Venture 

VWAJtJReid} «Mi few: 
, Lnr Spear tt-t 8 ran. 

lyroos NewmHrtwQ.'RMa: 

C22Q DF: C50G C^: 
3HWAY (K Ctortw) M-i: 

dan Jonas W-^Bnaro 

mmeteeJABO^.I^jP 
ni -MK E28S05 
^acsFrCtnsa 


330: 1. DANISH RHAPSODY (Fad Ed-' 
deryl 3-1 ; 2. Proper Bkie 4-1 ; 3. SsnrMona 
■n-B ta* 5 ran. 'A. *h hcL (Lady Harttea. Ut- 
Uenampton) Tbttc C2.70: CUto DGD DF: 
E6SOCSF:COSa 

«J0: 1. BEAU 1®<TURE (T Spraka) B-i; 
3. nytog H«oW 20-1:3. Lucy In The Sky 
ovv 4. Songsheet 9-V 23 ran. 7-1 lav 
nk. (B Pains. Cowbrtdge) . 

^^Q30;E2££XE42aC1QS0,C3flQDF; 

00650 CSF; EflDfla Trtcast ETTriStt 
Tno: m won; £204*70 earned fcnmd to 
pgntotrect 445 today 

ASK U HARLEQUIN WALK W Quinn] 

8.1 ■ 2. Dretetofl Lawyer V>-t; G- Cabcharga 
Blue 33-1; A. Lord Oberen 7-1 Wwn.Tt-4 

hvMbdwa an (fi OSutean, WM- 
n*y. CLTD E2.VL C98Q. 


E2Sa DF: £45.10. CSF: E8LBK Trcast 
I23BGBK THk C1D4800; CS9Q46 carried for- 
ward to Pontebaca 44S today. NFbc Baps- 
ftxd. onekn&a with ibu 

KOfi: 1.Z1BETH (P Doe) 25-1: 2. Seat- 
tle Swing to-i: a. Prince Alax 4-1 9 ran. 
3-1 (i tor Pemyi From Heaven pm) Royaf 
Csstto (Uh) Vs nk. (S Dow Epsom), hjib: 
£2140: £320. £29Q £120. DF: E5BKX CSF: 
C2T1BQ Trlcaot: E1J32343. Trtoc E2038O. 

5L3S: 1. MAC OATES (A Daly) 16-1; 2- 
Rawf M-l;3. Moron V-1: A. Ung 7»wr 
Chief 4-1 jt hff. 22 ran. 4-1 (t lav Stap On 
Degas VA. 1'A. P Hedger) TWk E31B0: 
£430, E38D £44Q Ctsa OF: 617131 CSF: 
£21267. Incase £223754 "Wo: not won. 
fiMSOG carried forward to Pontefract 4A5 


Jackpot not won; fgQ2S323 named tor- 
mid to Goodwood today. 

P&irapae £81750. Ouedpot: B4SK3Q. 
Ptaes 6: £83742 Place Sr£6t60 
CHE S T ER 

t20r 1-SPtf RNOU. (D Heted) 3-1; 2. 
Spann Heartbeat 5-1; 3. Aboa Hon 4-i 
am. 134 tav Mktro^a watch (Btti) 1‘A. B. 
(M Stoute. Newmarkatj. Tbte: £470; £L«i 
CUBa £15Q DF: £B6a CSF: 21442. 

260: 1. PURE NOBILITY (DHotnfl W-7; 
2fteedomQueM7-4tre;3. Tl e wa tete-i 
B ran. iVs 'A- P W& Lambouty Tbiet 
£2060: £5«l £ITO £231 DF: £347a CSF: 
£305a IHo: £Wtsa 

320:1. BURNT YATES (SSendscgD-l; 
S. MoattnoT.-i; 3. InchaiangB-L 14 ran. 


■help that because I was born 
with il All I need now is a good 
horse to get me back. It would 
help me a lot." 

Centre Stalls should really 
then be a white charger rather 
than the long-striding bay colt 
we wHJ witness in Saturday’s 
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes, a 
race Johnson Houghton won in 
1975 and 1976 with Rose BowL 
The four-year-old is around 
9-1 for the focus of the week- 
end meeting and will not be 
damned by his trainer's words 
between now and then. 

"I think he's got a very good 
chance," Johnson Houghton 
sahL “We've only got a little bit 
to make up on Allied Forces 
and there are question marks 

about the chrec-year-o{ds. So far 
when they have met the older 


horses they haven’t done so wefl. 
Entrepreneur looked a jolly 
good horse early 'on but he’s 
hard to^ weigh up now, wide that 
race at Doncaster when Rev- 
oque beat Bahhaxe is also dif- 
ficult to weigh up, 1 ” 

Centre Stalls’ s> most recent 
effort was a third behind Russ- 
ian Revival and Hidden Mead- 
ow in a Listed event last week. 
“1 was very pleased with him be- 
cause be needed ; the race and 
seven furlongs is too sharp for 
him, ” the trainer reported. "It 
was just what he wanted." 

Punters, however, did not 
want Centre Stalls yesterday. 
They seemed rather more in- 
terested in Allied Forces, whose 
jockey has a useful record at this 
meeting. Frankie Dettori's 
mount is down to 9-2 with Lad- 



Johnson Houghton: careless 


brakes, from a starting point of 
S - 1 when the firm announced 
their prices on Monday. 

OUEB4 ELIZABETH B STAKES (Ascot Sat- 
urday): Ladbrokes: 7-4 Revo^M. 9-4 en- 
trepreneur, 9-2 Aterd Forces, 5-1 Batteve. 
■O-l Certre State. 16-1 Air Exprasa, 20-1 B- 
jou Dlntfe 25-1 FaUtU So it S Rebecca 
Sharp: WOfm HHJ: Sh4 Emroprenetx & 
Revoqua 5-1 Aled Forces, 11-2 Bataan. &-1 
Centre State 14-1 Air Express. O-i BJou 
Diode. Faithful Son & Rebecca Sharp 


Gold Cup third that he intends 
(o make himself available for the 
horse at Cheltenham in March. 

"I understand the owner of 
One Man has said his horse 
won’t run again in the Gold 
Cup," Dunwoody said. Tre- 
suming Dorans Pride gets there 
in one piece; obviously I would 
love to ride him." 


PONTEFRACT 

HYPERION 

2.40 Leolrtc 3.10 Nashkl 3.40 INFATUA- 
TION (nap) 4.10 Close Up 4.45 Camionneur 
5.15 Bubble Wings v 

GOING: Good to Ftm STALLS: tosfcte. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

• Left-hand, inducting courso. 

• Coutsa b Yn NW of town on AS39. Pontefract (MorHhl) ste~ 
fan im; fenshtf station oleins coma ADMSSJON: CU> £12: 
todctock EB; Steer RbtQ E3J5a CAR PARK: TNnl Rhg. car with 
lour occupants, £A ptos £3 at tumatfes; remetoeter teea 

• lEAtMNG TRAINERS: Mrs J RemsrMn - 87 wtoners from 208 
runners ghns a euccaes ratio of ITSty H Cecil % tram 40 tW%); 
J L Eyre IS from M3 (105%); J Dontop vi trom 51 (275%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dariey 26 vntos from 220 rides ghree 
■ success ratio of 1LB%; J Fortune 19 trom 173 (tl%); J Camfl 
14 from 138 (U3%f; J Wsawr 12 from 120 (K>%) 

• FAVOURITES: 2B wns In 5BS races pai%) 

FBOTTliE: No Shwie (visaed) Chocolate BuataurpA^ 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Infatuation (340) has bean sent 240 
irtes by Lady Homs from Angmertng Parfc, Wool Suaa®c Cboco- 
tate (330) Eafriteal (340) & Ctose Up ^4.10) sent 238 ntes by J Dun- 
lop tan Aruidet Wwf Sussn. 


4 QU42I bffATUATlON (12) (D) Lady Hums 491 
.5 iFMOa WAHR (12) 8^ P Cdver 5 9 0 

6 -20360 UfCUTY£1)(Q CBnaati3B13- 

7 43-853 THE M-IAWS (13} 5r U Presa* 387 — Dm McKean e 

9 40440 PtNCtMCHA (HQ (13) (CD) DMcnb3B7 MDayl 

9 1H2DS JACK THE LAD (103) (D) J Hathtoton 3 B 0 MTto*uC3 

» TXBO QWDSW(47)pjBHb3S2 ^PFreayWS 

— 10 dtctand ■ 

BETTING: M Watotean. 7-2 EsfatoN, 5-1 DwoiM, 6-1 Tlsr kHjw.7- 
ttoafa 10-1 tMnp Raw 12-1 Ptachtocta, 14-1 udwt* 


4,10 


FRIER WOOD MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,550 added 2YO 1m 

1 64«0 AFTBITHERAM(14Blte90 JUfOhll 

2 ASSET MANASBIMJdiraBiSO - DHatenrtlO 

3 £42 CLOSE (JP (IS) J CUt? 90 KOarteyB 

4 0 COMMON VIEW (10) N Trite 9 0 L dtoroo* 13 

5 X DENDU1DIA (93) J Eustace 9 D ■ — Jib* 8 

0 03 H3TBY MGHT (1G) M SbUM 9 & — TQuhn12 

7 •. 0 FfBQFTKIN(54)BHsitiry90 J Slack 9 

B ' 6 KONNSipa) WHagpa390. FLynetIZ 

B - 000 MAJOR BA1LASY (B) Ua S BnnuB 0 GPwttaWI 

O' 060 SiUTER HOPE (IN R HelrafMd 9 0 ACn*ren4 

71 1 SLBHBtENTiliBrBC Xbn7Mtar7 


SOUTHBtN-BB-GKBWS W Q M "Ejner 9 0 J] Smaney (3) 3 

O; SO WALTON GREY p)P Bare 9 0— -JFEgmS 

' -l3dB&fand- 

BETTING: 94 Close Up, 1M Fty By Mtfi, 4-1 AlarTte RMn, 11-2 Ae- 
aNUanagteO-i Fnw Dprtm. 18-1 Koeto^ZO-i SMnnra.2&-i aOwra 


2.40 


EBF POPPIN LANE MAIDEN STAKES 


(CLASS D) £5,500 added 2YO Gf 

00 AVTOfiOJOUffOl PClA90 7 ditto S 

00 ASPIRANT DANCES (16) M Bril 90- 
StAVE MAPLE J Eustace 9 0 . 


yt.45 


CAPTAIN LOGAN DLote 90 — 


.MFMaalZ 

J-BMS 

__JCmo07 


05 BOLDMASIHtM WOGemnBO EramaO'Gonnan4 

HAPPY WAMretSlP Hasten 90. JFortWl5 

00000 H EY UP MATE (40) J Barry 90 C LoMbar P) 14 

430009 LBDFRICpS) MFtoUreeBO JWreverl V 


8 urinsr U3VE P06) M Jofraton 90- 


J}NoM 2 


1 

2 

9 

n 

ii 

c 

G 
N 
* 
a 

- 16 decreed - 

BETTWa 11-4 Prompt Debiwy, 7-2 Creontar, 9-2 CRAaln Logan, 6-1 
My Loaf Lon. 9-1 UroMc, 10-t Sonkta: Tbrtef TToptev f te-f atet 


423 PROMPT DELIVERY (4Q) (BF) M SlOUb 9 0 KD#riey16 

0006 STWCTiy RHYTHM (3) Mb S tad ty) 90-G PiMn (3) 11 

30 CAMMZE(X>}(BF) J«b89_ MHUifl 

50 BSANDBS(20) JLEyreBO^ TWWmnB 

0 NUNTN0RPE 0N) JGftwrSS. NDqrtO 

05 SORM3AR(tO)JLEyfe69 NGMagtartt 

TOTAL TnOFKWhaggss 99 F Lynch 3 


NEV1SON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,100 
added 5f 

J teOOOQ ROYAL DOME (9) (Ciq M Hbns 5 XJ0 SWMmthS 

tWBBQ CCfflMCHEQUBT Rtl (CO) M Owren 4 9 9 -A 6U*y(l)7 
3 022330 WIKONQLL LAD (7) (D) Usa S Hd 5 9 B —A MeGfom 17 

i 1W1600 JUCTOBSa^(9)(COJRWhW«5B1 

r : Daen UcKaownfi V 

5 004360 CAPDUNCARAT(7)(C0)bf4fObS91-AlwGniiMa13B 

G 543001 HON BRUCE (17) (p)UDodl3 90 JCaneliS 

7 DM00 JUCEApT) (D) JEpaarngBBG JWmnh-4 

0 mtBO miPHl A pn) (D) ito;.l ftyrertai 4 a 13 OPrerea 


3.10 


PORTERS LODGE NURSERY HANDI- 
CAP (CLASS D) £4,550 ZYO fillies 1m 

5622 CHOCOLATE WJIXrtap a 7 TOotonlB 

3563 GOOD CATCH (qPRVIMber 98 — J Fortum 2 


<9 3VOD0 TftffftCALBEACH(23) P)J Berry 40 O^TEfttoaui (3)20 

■D 000406 BWTIBJfaiKC) P FB w# 7B 12 JFE^nUV 

’ll 001330 MUNGO PARK (71) (D) MrsJFtamsdtn3B12-JFb«W»11 

SC S62S CAMIONNEUR (7) TEasWby48H LChmxklB 

fl GZD1S3 BA5mLBRAVE(l7)(D)BBW|yi6BTf._FiMwrt*pQ10 

[ 14 O600D BATAtEURGQ GVltaodMadABU DHotendOB 

E 003536 NIGHT EXPRESS f17)BHartury3B 11..-. JS0KHS 

' « OOOUOi GBfBIALSlRPETBI(14(P) NCateohan689 

:„Amaada Sandn 12 

V 030900 NETS BONANZA (38) (DJ MDodsSS 7 ACtaMntS 

C 058000 IBCHGinWp) (CD) pF) N Byarit 6B7 JI Darby 18 

-IBttodared- 

BEnMGe 4-1 CwaioiBtoui; 7-1 G«n«ai Sk FWk, 8-1 Qomfcfto Qua*. 
S-ICspUnCaM.lO-IBncoo^lLBd.MHgomk.W^AEipnn.lZ- 
1 Jtet OMfanL Man tax, BtefiM Breve, Meh Gto* 1M atom 


436 NASXHIflQMJdnftnSa. 

326263 SUHISI DEAL (USA) (9) P CobB 3 .. 
434 CAIBAH (20) M JnbSO. 


_DHotand3l 
-XEMaylll 
..JT 


[5715 


054*40 UBS KMMSIRSr (21) JJCUnnBa J carol? 

006500 NO SHAK (7) J G 8myW»oiim8 2 - - G Barter*! 5 V 

asm HDOMJCWmjrmJFlTfinldBQIBaO JCk*»7t 

40000 BHOOKHOUSE LADY (12) R Hotthted? C_JI CaMa C 
BOO DAUiPUI0(4fl) BHb7 1). PFoarey (3)B 

00035 QAMailGaipOJTEa*rtjy7» i-OmodiB 

-11 factored- I 

tmnw7st1l»iTnx3h'amwe^teU^7a*2>.Dtn*vEm7apb. 
BETTING: 3-1 NaakN, 7-2 ChoaMe, 5-1 MoonBgbl FH, 7-1 Sranctor 
DaaL8-1 Caapal, 10-1 Geod Cash, fata Lopim, 14-1 orture 


NEW HALL LIMITED STAKES. (CLASS 
E) £4,100 added 1m 2i 

1 111220 MCSUyCUDOY BSCS (12) (CD)Etofaa697 

KbnlWfcrlS 

2 253GB FU)RBrnNOfB1)(CD)BHb4fi4 MNMafO 

3 C8400 OBB0S(USA) fiQ) (C0)ltaS\Mkn694_SVIIiKMitb7 
DOOM ACCESS AOVBfniRBt pi) (CO) R Boss 6 9 Z. J F«tene9 

21-000 HBAR(22)(D)Caroote4B2 TQu4mS 

6/062- HOUSE OF DREAMS (J49Q GM Moore 5 92. JlfaS 


4-00 AftWASSL(lQKMcrgn4S2_ 


..0 Pure 5 


[MO 


DALBY SCREWDRIVER RATED HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS C) £10,000 added 1m 2f 

1 40000 PHH«fflBAY(12)(D)PHarrb39 7 DHotoorilOB 

2 -23m ESHTTAAL(iraA)fe)(D)Jft*top39a. KCtefayflB 

3 130640 WASP RANGER (USA) (35) PCob395 T Quinn 7 


2TD35 PHI0U} PRBIA (B2) (BF) EfrM Prescdt492 KOarfcyl 

30611 fif DISTWCT ( ?>3s (D) Us A Snaterii 3 9 fi E Jobnaon B 

V -85402 BUBBLE WWG8 (14) (QSMtods 5 SO * Day 11 

11 50430 CONTBfTMBfT (13) {□) JI-fa3BG JCamfll* 

S 30600 BHAreODYM WHITE (15) M JBrvto3BB_DHoto«l 12 B 

15 04000 SaaffVAUEV(1S)(tyHS3LSk*U389 GHM2V 

-13 factored - 

BETTWG: 7-2 Plloin Pitre, *-1 Bfafato Wtogt, 5-1 fa DbUncf, 6-1 Fto- 
rreUno, 8-1 Coutettnert, HcGliycudfa Rates, 12-1 Ware; 14-1 Mfwm 


PERTH 

HYPERION 

2.15 Forever Grey 2^0 Paldost 3.20 Pride Of 
Kashmir 3JS0 Battery Rred 4,20 Bourdonner 
4^5 Baba Au Rhum 5.25 Just Jake 


3.50 


ESPRfT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 2m 


I- 021 KNOW4KFNO0M)(CQ)MHBnmiiclSl2O ROfentty 

45R/P- STRONG VEWS(t8d (CD) G AftorivD 11 5_A11ionlDn 
4P-1P2 AUBURN BOY P) (D)(BF) IWNamaDDB A P McCoy 

II- 02 TEEJOTTfAfTCH (F10) (CO) JGcfc5e50B Stoytop) 

49FC BATTBIY FffIB) (S) Hltason806 RQaMd 


32- S? RmB.RNG(M)(g(Q)MBtorrai70l. 


_B Storey 


GONG: Good to Firm (Good to ptocee) 

41 Right-hand course with sharp time. Run-In 280yd 

• Course to to Scone Palace Pk. 4m N al town on A33. ADAMS- 
SION: Mefrttere £12; "fttoeraafe £7 (OAPs & donblDd £4) Ccweb 
12. CAR PARK: tS fcr plcrvc area. nUudng upto4 atUU. rest free. 

• LEADING TRAMB1SL' Mr* M Bavntoy — 23 *W» from 57 n*v 
ners flw» success rrto oMar*; M Hammond 23 from tti (229%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 25 wtos from 76 rides gkes a 
success redo Of 323%; A DobUn « trom 91 (233%) 

fa FAVOURITES: 140 «vins m 338 races (414%) 

BLINKERED FTRSTTWE: Young WoU (2.1^. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nona. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Pride Of Kashmir (32Q 8 JaqUes 
Gtenfiga sent 429 nHea by P Hobbs from BterookEonneraet 


BETTING: IWft^y'n’totetr.S-l KwMHtoNo,?^ Battery Fired, 5-1 
Autum Boy; 11-2 Rabal Kkg, 18-1 Strong Vtowa 


a tent HIGHLAND SPRING HANDICAP HUR- 
1 DLE (CLASS E) E4JJOO 3m 110yds 


1 TTrtZ/ HTT THE CANVAS (F448)(C)(BF) MmM ItovetoyG CO 

P MiiHi 

2 Si-232 B0URD0MBJf>9(ra)(K)Mf*nmDnd5 ne 

-MrCBomer (3) 

3 

4 


folcl PRESS AND JOURNAL MAIDEN HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 4f 110yds 
4F202 JACK DONY09 Me S 8retuma57J 5 Vf 


1JEU4- GYMCRAK CYRANO (FS9) N Chenflmtain B V 4 — B Storey 

/3S6P- JlfflRAN (USA) (F33) (C) JODOcfsTT DO AMagrin 

-4 doctored - 

BETTING: H Boorttoren; 2-1 HA Th» Ceuraa, 4-1 Gyrecrok Cyron. 

9-1 


201 RADICAL RSOflM (BZ3) N Mom 8 It 5, 
34080 YOUNG WOLF (B3) D Eddy B 11 5- 


_ — RGuaot 
-Alfansnn V 
— -A P McCoy 
_B Stony 


[Teel MURRAYS HALL HOTEL NOVICE 

CHASE (CLASS P) £5.000 added 2m 


OM AUWHTO ffR) (13J1 «Wsm 411 3-- 

Sffl-4 RET mEM B) C Parkar 4 It 3 

0- AUJCTUS (223) Mb D Thomson 5 ito OPurtetpj 

ZPP21- FOBEWHI GREY (MB) J H Jcftison S 11 0 Ategre 

0- YEH40SO (153) U aDThonw r 5 11 0 LONn 

BETTING: 84 Ret From, 541 Alarico, 7-2 Fonmr Grey; 7-1 Jack Doty 
9-1 \taig NUL 18-1 Radtoal Raftaro, 23-1 AUms, 33-1 Vhmaao 


1 IWi BABAAURHUU(n|)(p) I WtormSIl 1 __AP McCoy 

2 LG25-1 ANABRANCH (HJffi) JJWarsarB® O.—EOfafawi (3) 

3 30«3 COT1ETTIWN GK7Y (27) Us S Brodwre 6 D tt MFottt 

4 42300- TOM BROOE (145) (D) J H Johnson 7 00 AMaguka 

5 30645 CM GOLDEN POND CS^N Item 7 D 5 H Coast B 

— i- 

BETT1W1 64 Tm teodto, 2-1 Arabrendi, 1M Baba Au Rhum, 20-1 
Cofatown Bey, 33-1 On Qoifan Pood 


2.50 


TRAVAIL GROUP NOVICE HURDLE 


5^5 


(CLASS E) £3,500 3YO 2m 110yds 

1 34 BTOADGAXE FUfffl (9) D Lamb 10 1) JButa 

2 IBM MASBUH (FG6) Mb M ftaoby fl) O PMna 

3 UMAX (Fill) J H jdrocn n ti Altogake 

4 S2 PALOOST® UHarrenmaOt) RGMtty 

3 33 REM. TOE (12>M Master FUNrrfS 

B BOUT (TOR RMcKetort)5 OParinrA 

— q dodsivd ■ 

SEn»& 7-4 Wdret IW Ljmtx, 3-1 Raaf Hre, 8-1 Bmdgtia Hj« 

18-1 ton Martroh. 25-1 Bout 


3.20 


WHEATSHEAF CATERING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,500 2m 110yds 

1 51(1-4 KEEP BATTLMQ B6) (CO BF) J Gckfc 7 TI UflHcGroSia) 

2 a raOEOFKASHIBR(27)(C)PHctta4-nB GTbnrey 

3 S254-3 RAH) HOVER (F3Q(E)DNetan« HI AMagniraB 

4 00Q-R GAUWBfBOSS(tamiWtoms5to12 A P McCoy 

5 2DPS-0 NOR SPRIT G«)F Storey 4 VB_— UBStorey 

-Bdedared- 

BEmNG: 6-4 Prida Of Kaatesfa; 11-4 GNny Boas, 74 Keep Battfag, 
9-2 Rapid Mow, 10-1 No* Eaprl 


ALBERT BARTLETT & SON NH FLAT 
(CLASS H) £2,000 added 2m 110yds 

0AMZA NteBCn5H 4 J* C Boonor (3) 


2- UTILE DUKE (1 B0) telSBralMTVS 5 111 — 


.MrMEtordbjme f7J 


Id TBS C OMP ON EN TS p5B) Mm MRewtoy 5 114 

— BLaap) 


AMOEBIC M Exfudara ft 2^ 
JUST JAKE J Jaffereon 4 11 2- 


;MoCbnnack{7] 

.ECNtagfreKS) 


LOUD OF THE LAND DtemStoytt4ii 2 — .HMcSrUBip) 

WHAT BECOMES I Feqdon Qri) 4 11 2 MrBRHanMm 

HEfllBfCT THOUGHT Ms DTtamon 6 1) DJUtoa P fataon 

0- INNOVATE (139) Mrs L RjEStf 5 ® Q NHonucfcsp) 

0- BRH) FOR PLEASURE (UQ) W Cunrto()wn 4 D 11 

— Mr S Dtaack (I) 

JAQUJES 031 Pitta JUT! D J Kavanagb (5) 

0- JOWOOOY (ity Ms 0 Thmm 4 fl) Ii DPretarfjj 

HAISS0L P MontoMi 4 D it JUrRHato 

SUyM0REPUcrtBlfi4«n 1 Jardkw (7) 

TBJH8FE 01HL F Mir&gh 4 13 TI S Tbyte (5) 

-iSdadared- 

BETTVIG: 7-2 Mr'toea Cunpanarte, 4-1 WbM Bacmaa, 94 JKfaaa Gton. 
6-1 Juxl Jate. 1Z-1 Lflfla bote, Amootfc, IB-1 'RnnrrlfB Qtrl, 25 odwre 


4-1 tav PosWve A*. 27>, 2. (M W Easrerty 
ShenH Hutton) tela: £1280: £3DQ £350 
caaa df: warn csf: taua inca«-. 

£86085. The: £14830. 

SSO: 1 . FORGIE. (N Day) 17-2: 2 . tem- 
poia 5-1; a. Ettarby Parti B-t ii ran. 
jttovs Ahosaam («W) Camapa 1'A. tovhd 
(P CaJvw.- rapon) Tot*. £1130; £520 £ 2.10 
£220 OF: £4402 CSF: £4555 Incase 
£33478 tea £6150. 

4J2R 1. MUTAMAM {RHfc4 2-1:2. GoM- 

•n Dica B-4 tav. 3. Cnrdlrmilon 4-i 4 ren. 
I^.a (AStmart Ntermariet) tetemao 
DF:£2SaCSF:£Sfla 

4JJ3: 1. SWAN AT WHALUEV [Ft 
Cocfnne) 13-% 2 . Cbutton 8 - 1 ; 3 . Lady 
ShartlT 8 -L 13 rnn. 4~1 favTTrti Man Again. 


hd. 1 (Ft Fahey. Mattel) tela: £750: £230. 
WsO l £370. DF: EWOO CSF: G54B5 Thc- 
ase £*0037. Trio: £9020 
Ptacapot £50800. Ouadpot: CMfiLJU 
Ptaca ft: £30663 Placa 5s £«t7U 
PERTH 

2.10: 1. TRILBY (A Dobbin) 4-7 tav, 2. 
Four Ham Home 6 - 1 ; 3. Woodhouae Lana 
33-1 5 ran. £*ib. M (G RKhaida)telac£UO; 
cm £230. DF: C2JSO CSF: £330 

240:1. PSmJWDS FLYER (AlA^ra*) 
7-0; 2. Music BBz 16-1 : 3. Montoay Woncti 
n-l 10 ran. 8 -TS tor LtoUhan M, 4. (J 
Huwrtl Jetonaoft) Iblas £380; £MQ £250 
£200 ■ DF: £9730 CSF: £47*. TMo: 0*530 
3 l10c 1 . EDB4 DANCBR p Mren) 25 tev; 
Z XMpatt BK2; 4. EurotoriaLS-l 5 ran. l V., 


EQj^STBJAIsnSM 

Fletcher 
shines at 
Wembley 


Tina Fletcher repeated last 
year’s vicloiy when she won the 
Saffron PPC National Grade C 
Championship during the open- 
ing session of the Horse of the 
Year Show at Wembley Arena, 
this time riding the consistent 
seven-year-old McCoisL 

Last year, as Tina Casson 
(she married in April), she was 
first on Spartacus and third on 
Finchpalm Fujiyama. A repeat 
victory had seemed no more 
than a remote possibility two 
weeks ago, when McCoisi had 
a virus, but the horse made a 
timely recovery. 

Fletcher, the winner of the 
Queen Elizabeth II Cup in 
1992 and 1993, showed her de- 
termination when jumping dear 
to defeat Mark McCoim on six- 
year-old Exander by 1.22 sec- 
onds. 

Christina Hall and her five- 
year-old pony, Murphy’s Girl 
HI, made the journey from Ab- 
erdeen to compete in just one 
class: the Woodpecker Junior 
Newcomers Championship. 

The 15-year-old Scottish rid- 
er won the title, albeit by a 
whisker, for both James Win- 
grave and Laura Stephenson 
finished a split second behind 
her in second and third places. 
Robert Whitaker, the 14-year- 
old son of John Whitaker, was 
almost two seconds faster than 
the winner when having one 
fence down to finish fourth 
with Mister Boombastik. 

Murphy's Girl, the winning 
pony, had belied her youth and 
inexperience under the bright 
lights of Wembley Arena, where 
she was ridden steadily aver the 
first two jump-off fences to 
give her time to get settled be- 
fore before the rider “let the 
handbrake off'. The response 
was impressive. 

Sarah Marc became the sec- 
ond rider to win a dass two 
years in a row when she rode 
Bobby's Bracken to victory in 
the Squibb and Davies Nation- 
al Junior Foxhunter Champion- 
ship. 

— Genevieve Murphy 

Results, Digest, page 31 


BASKETBALL 

Milan coach 
refuses to 
make excuses 


At least the Stefanel coach. 
Franco MarceUetti, was in no 
danger of being pelted with 
tomatoes when he returned 
with his team to Milan airport 
yesterday. But the former Eu- 
ropean champions’ 65-56 defeat 
against London Towers at 
Wfembley on Ttiesday night still 
took some explaining to fans, 
media and the dub's owners. 

MarceUetti offered do ex- 
cuses after the roost stunning re- 
sult so far in European Cup 
Group E. He said; “We were 
soft on defence, soft on offence. 
We made mistakes, they pun- 
ished us. They pursued us all 
game. If you score only 56 
points you won't beat anyone." 

Stefanel Milan have woo 
eight European titles, including 
three Super Leagues, but Mar- 
ceUetti denied his players took 
victory for granted. 

Even more so now. Towers' 
coach, Kevin Cadle, rightly 
identified his American pair 
Danny Lewis and James HamD- 
ton as the dominant influences. 
Cadle said: “They played the 
way Americans in Europe are 
supposed to play. Danny ran the 
game and pushed at them every 
second he was on the floor." 

Yet Cadle had to bench- 
Lews within minutes erf the start 
after the player earned a tech- 
nical foul for a comment to the 
referee then showed his frus- 
tration by shoving an opponent 

Ibweis are away lo Beotenk 
Belgrade next Tuesday. 

— Richard Taylor 


16. (Aha M Ftavetey) ten: £130; CTO £180. 
DF: £240. CSF: £339 

340: 1. CHEATER (Mr C Borneo 8-1; 2. 

Mlrhrslc 7-2; 3. VTnfa*o Tviatntjor &-< t*v. 

B ran. a « (J HoMflKl Jotnson) tetK £490; 
£1B0 £170 DF: E72Q CSF: £17141 

4.10: 1. JOHNS THE BOY (Richard 
GubpM) 0-4; 2. Welle Court 8-1; 3. Rusty 
State 2-1 tov. 5 ran. 2. (N Mason) 
Tote: £2.70; £1£0 £230 DF: ET4 jOO CSF: 
£1045. 

4.45s 1-TERDAD [P Mwen) 4-11 tow; 2. 
Sandefaer 4-1; 3. Sounds Devious 401 7 
' ran, Q 2>A (M* M Reretoy) 7bta£L30; ttai 
ElflQ. DF: £230. CSF: C1B4 
Ptecepot: £*840 Quedpoto £1800 
Place B: E34J& Place fa error. 
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GOLF: RYDER CUP 


Furyk drives 
full swing on 
rookies’ road 


:te f 


in 


I * V 3 

the o 

VP* 


Of the four Americans 
making their debut in this 
week's Ryder Cup, one is 
known mainly for his 
looping swing. Jim FuryfA 
action may not beautiful, 
but it is very effective 
and, being one of the best 
putters on the US Tour, 
he could be a major 
player. Andy fared has been 
watching his preparation 
in Valderrama. 


“Rookies?" said Colin Mont- 
gomerie. “You can’t really call 
them rookies, can you?” Of the 
four men representing the 
United States for the first time 
in the Ryder Cup, two are ma- 
jor champions this season and 
another is 41 years old. 

Scott Hoch, who will gladly 
talk to you at length about how 
he should have been picked for 
the US team before now, final- 
ly managed to qualify this time 
round. This year Tiger Woods 
claimed a Green Jacket at the 
US Masters in the most em- 
phatic way possible, while at 
Royal Troon in July Justin 
Leonard produced a perfor- 
mance of maturity beyond his 
years to lift the Open’s daret jug 
But what of An Fuiyk? 

If you know anything about 
Furyk, it vnfl be concerning his 
golf swing. This snot a thing of 
beauty. Comparison for a Eu- 
ropean audience will be made 
with the eccentric action of Ea- 
moon Darcy. For graphic visu- 
alisation, you need only turn to 
the words of David Ffeherty, who 
said Finyk's swing was “tike an 
octopus in a phone booth". 

Even Fuiyk was surprised 
quite how much a loop he pos- 
sesses when he saw his swing re- 
played in slow motion for the 
first time. Not that the 27- 
year-old graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Arizona cares too 
much what is said You can 
hardly win twice in the last two 


years on the US Tbur and not 
possess the mental fortitude to 
be concerned about aesthetics. 
It is not what it looks like, but 
how it works. Fuiyk’s swing 
works rather welL 

Although without a victory 
this year in America, Ftuyk is 
showing distinct signs of con- 
solidating his progress by turn- 
ing into a highly consistent 
performer in the major cham- 
pionships. He was fifth at the 
US Open, fourth at Thxm and 
sixth at the USPGA. This was 
part of a sequence of nine top- 
10 finishes in 10 events. 

“What would be a good 
week for me is to do what Jim 
Furyk has done in ’97,” he said 
“You can put too much pressure 
on yourself to try and play bet- 
ter than you can. I want to con- 
tribute to the team is what I have 
been doing all year." . 

That indudes being one of 
the best putters on the US 
tour, np there with his team- 
mate Brad Faxon and Loren 
Roberts. This could make 
Fuiyk a significant player in the 
plans of his captain, Tbm Kite. 

He was taught to putt cross- 
handed by his father, Mike, a 
former rep for an equipment 
company, who has been Fuiyk’s 
only teacher. “He’s my eyes," 
Furyk said of his father's role 
in his coaching. 

Furyk partnered Phil Mfck- 
elson and Tbm r^hman on the 
first two days of practice and has 
been surprised at how much Kite 
has consulted his players over 
such matters. “Even with his cap- 
tain’s picks, he wanted to know 
our opinion. I was caught on the 
hop. When I said that my zero 
Ryder Cups was not looking 
good against his seven, and that- 
Fd be happy with whatever he 
decided, he said that was not the 
answer he was looking for and 
wanted to knew what I thought. 
Fm sure he has been staying up 
late working on his pairings.'* 

The impression, confirmed 
by those who cover the Amer- 
ican circuit, is of a nice guy who 
prefers to keep a low profile. 
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From the sound of things Nick 
Faldo interprets senior status as 
an opportunity to prove that he 
is not without consideration for 
others. “If Fm paired with a 
rookie h wiD be my respanabQily 
to shield him from die bullets," 
he said yesterday. 

Faldo’s resilience is magnif- 
icently illustrated by ax victories 
in major champ ionships and a 
record of 31 Ryder Cup ap- 
pearances,. but benevolence 
does not fit with his reputation. 

On these occasions Faldo is 
sure to be reminded of his fail- 
ure to assist David Gilford when 
they were defeated 7 and 6 by 
Paul Azinger and Mark 
O'Meara in 1991 at Kiawah Is- 
laixiAlts±ii^ no bhme to him- 
self, Faldo insists that it was an 
error in selection. Gilford may 
have a different point of view, 
one that s still held 3gainst Fat- 


do when proceedings at K3- 
awah crop up in conversation. 

One of the advantages 
Faldo still possesses over mo& 
ofhis rivals in strokeplayis con- 
centration. Unfortunately, this 
does not always allow for what 
teamplay means to the other 
fellow. Single-mindedness is a 
strength but in the context of a 

Ryder Cup it can he a w eakness. 

Consequently, Faldo’s 
assertion 'that Europe’s debu- 
tants are guaranteed the bene- 
fit ofhis experience ami wisdom . 
caused a raising of eyebrows, 
“Lefs wait and see," was once 
cynical observation. 

The notion of Faldo as 
paternal figure is, to .say the feast, 
an interesting development, one 
that works greatly to Europe’s 
advantage. Tt will be important 
to take the pressure off the 
younger guys," he said, “just let 


thempfey and be themselves or 
be better than themselves. Set 
them free. That was the way I 
fell when I was starting and I 
think that’s what we\e seen over 
theyeazs. Wvegottolet them 
freewheel ft.” . 

It was earfy 

in the day and 

Ihldo was sitting T/'T' K T ' 


foreign to' Montgomerie as 
concern for others has been for 
Faldo. Whe a things axe going 
wefl the Soot has the sunniest. 

rik prartio n Tmagmahle but mis- 
fortune can seriously alter his 
demeanour. 

It remains to 

be seen whether 
/^v wr ■p c Faldo can shrug 


Faldo was sating yr |k t tz-'v w t r C raMo can shrug 
alongside Colin JxJ2 INI J v^/ IN C J off the disap- 


Montgomerie, . 

who is younger . AT 

by five years but 

no stranger to DVT^T 

the Ryder Cup tULUL 

experience. “It*s 

difficult to de- 
scribe what you feelin your first 
Ryder Cup," he said, “but we’re 
all more light-hearted today 
than weH be on Friday. It's 
important to try and relax." 

The impression you often get 
is that a calm state of mind is as 


AT THE 
RYDER CUP 


poimmemsofa 
HE pretty bleak 

season, espe- 
i fix daSy when he 

^ LjUi ha& bad a potter. 

in his hands, but 

later in the day 
was out on the oousre watch- 
ing one of Europe’s rookies, Lee 
^festwood, as though eager to 
put paternalism into practice. 

Typically, you may dunk, die 
Ryder Cup that Fftldo retails 
with least affection was at The 


Bdfiyin 1985 when die US were 
toiled over for die first time in 
28 yeais^ Yet to fadiion the 
swing that would bring a flood 
of tnajorSj Faldo was only 
selected for two 'matches, and 
failed to score a point. “It was a 
pretty miserable time for me,” 
hesa^“Iwasn\pteyingwenand 
didn’t really fed a part of things. 
I was told that I shouldn’t be out . 
there and to give someone else 
a chance. Bui if that was the low 
point, fortunately, there have 
been a lot of highs: 'All .-the 
matches have been memorable.” 

The confidence exuded by 
Faldo and Montgomerie In- 
duces optimism in the European 
supporters who are presently 
swarming all over \&lderrama> 
And it is given impetus by Sev- 
eriano Ballesteros’s recurring 
stubbornness whenever the idea 
of a US victory is put to him. 


Woodward trims squad to current specifications 


CBve Woodward has yet 
to settle on the style of 
play he will launch on 
the All Blacks, the 
Springboks and the 
- Wallabies this autumn. 

[ But, as Orris Hewett 
. reveals, England’s new 
, rugby union coach has 
j identified areas of 
; concern. 


i This time last week, England’s 
■ interim Test squad resembled 


the cast list of Ben Hur - nu- 
merically, if not visually. Yes- 
terday, Clive Woodward eased 
his way through his first train- 
ing session as national coach by 
engaging in a meeting of minds 
with the streamlined version; 23 
players, largely drawn from 
this summer’s Lions contingent, 
who will form the backbone of 
the imminent three-pronged 
assault on the southern hemi- 
sphere pawnbrokers, begin- 
ning with Australia at 
Twickenham on 15 November. 

Woodward agreed that some 
sections of the initial 77-strong 


party had been hacked back 
more brutally than others. Only 
two props were invited to the 
Bisham AHxy ga-tqgether-tbe 
England incumbents, Graham 
RoWitree and Jason Leonard - 
while wings specialists were 
equally fhm on the ground, just 
John Bentley and Adedayo Ade- 
bayo being there. The coach 
dearly believes that, if some of 
his onboard shelves are stacked 
with goods, others are bare. 

“I suppose you could say 
that those two areas are of the 
most immediate interest in 
terms of strength in depth," he 


said, confirming his intention to 
tinker with the squad weekly, on 
the basis of current form. “On 
tins occasion, I simpfcr imagined 
that En glan d were playing the 
All Blacks this weekend and 
chose those I could realistical- 
ly see taking the field against 
them. It will change as time 
goes on. 

“We have three more mid- 
week sessions together before 
the Wallaby match, which isn’t 
many. I’ve made it dear to every 
player here that now is not the 
time for celebration. Form is 
everything. Next week, we 


could have more than 23 play- 
ers here; we could have less.” 

One of the few certainties to 
emerge in these early days of 
Woodward’s stewardship is that 
Rob Smith, the Whsps coach, 
will join Richard Hill, of 
Gloucester, in handling Eng- 
land’s A side, while London’s 
Phil Keith-Roach. who has ex- 
tensive experience at divisjona] 
level will contribute as a sanm- 
maging advisor. "Woodward has 
also pulled in Jim Blair, the 
highfy regarded fitness guru 
from New Zealand, “for as 
long as we can afford him." 


But the new regime has yet 
to solve one very old coaching 
conundrum: namely, how to 
persuade the Rugby Football 
Union that Dave Aired should ■ 
play an integral role in big- 
match preparation. Aired, with- 
out . question the most 
successful kicking coach, in ■ 
world rugby, remains a frus- 
trated outsider, despite his un- 
questioned ariuevemehts with 
Nell Jenkins and England's 
own Tim Stimpson on the Li- 
ons tour. “We need a special- 
ist but it’s not yet sorted," - 
Woodward admitted. 


Winter sports 
feeling the pinch 


TENNIS: GRAND SLAM CUP 
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Becker leaves his options open as 
he prepares for a long goodbye . 
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Boris Becker, given a 
wild card for the $6m 
Compaq Grand Slam 
Cup, was beaten in the 
first round by Swedeirfs 
Jonas Bjorkman in 
Munich yesterday. 

John Roberts looks at what 
the future holds for the 
, semi-retired three-times 
Wimbledon champion. 


The organisers were leaving 

their options open. ■ ■ “Auf 
WIedensehen, Boris Becker,” 
declared the announcer in the 
Olympic Hall as Germany’s 
tennis icon packed his bag, 
waved and departed from the 
Compaq Grand Slam Cup. 
Goodbye, until the next time. 

Becker toe* esceptionto the 
“goodbye" bit. “Unfortunately, 
the speaker in the hall an- 
nounced that,” he said. “1 don’t 
know how he got thur informa- 


Bjorkman, 6-3, 6-2, in the even- 
ing round yesterday after being 
ushered into the event with a 
wild card, the idol does nor in- 
tend to be idle - except when 
the Grand Slam championships 
are played. “Obviously, I won’t 
play Grand Slams anymore, 
and I won’t play a full sched- 
ule,” Becker said. 

Since qualification for the 
Munich dnBarfest is decided on 
results in the four major cham - 
piansbips, how can he expect to 
be considered for a similar ex- 
emption next year? 

“I don’t expect it,” Becker 
responded. “It has to be decid- 
ed by the’Grand Slam chairmen 
and the company of the Com- 
paq Grand Slam Cup. It really 
depends on my farm. ffTm able 
to produce the sort of tennis 
which gives me a chance to play 
well, and to win those land of 
tournaments, then I will play.” 

Becker says he is motivated 
to continue as a part-time play- 
ei^ with the Davis Cup a prior- 


Videdka joiisig exe- written- - 
duringWraibledcm in July, after 
B^cfcer confided his decision to 


tion- He didn’t get it from me. . ity, until replacements emerge 
I cannot definitely say that I to fill the gap in German ten- 
wooT play here any more.” . nis left by himself and Michael 


Aftw jdv&bf trial LNO«B 


b£U» par noth. 


Triumphant here last year, 
e limin a t ed by Sweden’s Jonas 


to fill the gap in German ten- 
nis left by himself and Michael- 

Stich. That is like Britain walt- 
. ing for another Fred Pfeny. 


to Pete Sampras over the Cen- 
tre Court net after losing to the 
world No 1 in the quarter-finals. 

■ The death of his manager. 
Axel Meyer-Woldeo, the 
founder and chairman of the 
Grand Slam Cup, prevented 
Becker from competing in the 
US Open last month. Although 
adamant that he is no longer 
• prepared to put in the effort de- 
■ manded of Grand Slams, spec- 
ulation regarding a change of 
heart is bound to increase 
ahead of Wimbledon, if fit and 
in reasonable fomv would he be 
able to resist the temptation? 

“You know,* he said, “we 
are in September right now. I 
can speak calmly about Wim- 
bledon of nest year. By the time 
the tournament comes around, 
Tm probably going to be very 
nervous and very tempted to 
play. But I hope I’m wise 
enough and smart enough to 
have people holding me back.” 

QUARTER-FINAL UNBUP (IMw): M 


As Britain’s 
competitors reach the 
critical preparation 
period for this 
February’s. Winter 
Olympics, they have 
yet to , receive a penny 
of promised National 
Lottery fiinding.- 
M3ce Rowbottom found a 
mood of increaring 
anger at yesterday’s 
annual meeting of die 
British Olympic 
Association. 


Britain’s chances of signifi- 
. cant success at the Winter 
Olympics starting in Japan on 

financial assistance. 

Craig Reedie. chairman of 
the BOA launched a strong 
attack yesterday on the Na- 
tional Lottery distribution 
process, which he described 
as “unnecessarily bureau-, 
cratic and cumbersome”. ~ 

He added: “Financial 
support that is currently in a 
logjam has to be unlocked if 
British reams are to have a 
dunce of success at the win- 
ter Olympics.” __ 

FbUowing the outcry over 
the relative^ poor British 
performance at the Atlanta 
Olympics, which yielded just 
one gold medal, the launch 
of the Lottery’s World Class 
Performance programme in 
November held out the hope 
of substantial assistance for 
competitors in future events. . 

But, nearly a year on, 
only a handful of sports have 
received Lottery money - 
□one of them winter sports. 

The delay threatens to un- 
dermine tile- prospects of 
those British sports which 


have the best chance of eam- 

■ ing inedals in Nagano -bob- 
sleigh, speed skating and 
curling. The British Para- 
lympic team in Nagano is also 
without funding. 

“Joe Public pays his one 
pound on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays and thinks be is 
helping British sport," Paul 
Prusanski, a director of ihe 
British Bobsleigh Associa- 
tion, said. “But where is all 
this money? Sitting in some 
bank account making an 
enormous amount of inter- 
est for someone while our 
governing bodies are cash- 
strapped What is going on?" 

The British bdbsfei{£i team, 
who finished fourth in last 
year's Wodd Championships, 
wQl compete in Calgary on 4 
November in ihe first of this 
‘Tcasorfs- Wtari tLCup events. 

■ The competition determines 
seedings for the Games and is 
vital to any chance of success. 

Under the current system 
of Lottery distribution, appli- 
cation has to be made to the 
recently instituted UK Sports 
Council, but once their crite- 
ria have been satisfied, the ac- 
tual payment to sports has to 
be administered hy each of the 
four home sports councils. 

Reedie who has been part 
of the consultation process 
for the Government's forth- 
coming White Paper, The 
People’s Lottery, said: “We 
have to change the rules of 
distribution, and wc have to 
change them quickly, be- 
cause- we simply cannot go on 
like this in the long term." 

He' also criticised the 
sports councils for overstep- 
ping their powers. “Their 
role is to support, not to 
have pretensions of leading 
British sport forward," he 
said. "This is the issue which 
wc would like the Govern- 
ment to take oa board.” 
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Someone to watch over: Nick Faldo (left) takes an unfomiliaHy paternal approach to the progress of Ryder Cup rookie Lee Westwood yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Faldo now the overseer as he abandons one-eyed approach 


According to Faldo and 
Montgomerie, the captain is 
doing fine. “Save's intensity in 
trying to beat the Americans is 
second to none and it's show- 
ing," Montgomerie addl'd. 

Faldo weighed in with an 
assessment of Ballesteros as 
compared with the two past 
captains, Tbny Jacldin and 
Bernard Gallacher. “As the 
week goes on Seve is sure to 
get tougher” he said. “He’s got 
pairings and orders to put in 
and that’s when, the intensity 
of the job really comes into it. 
But, we are ail there and we are 
going to help. 1 don’t think he 
is going to put us into situations 
where players feel uncomfort- 
able” 

Faldo's introspection on the 
golf course is famous buL for the 
time being at least, he actually 
sounds tike a team player. 
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Pal lister in 
the clear as 
referee 
backs down 


Manchester United have 
succeeded in overturning 
an offlctaTs decision to 
show a red card to one 
of their-pbtyers last 
weekend. Tommy Sianifbrth 
reveals all. 


Gary Palfister was yesterday 
cleared of the first red card of 
his Manchester United career 
alter the Old Hafford dub's 
public lobbying of the referee , 
Paul Durkin, paid off. 

The England defender faced 
a three -match ban after he was 
dismissed after a dash with the 
Bolton striker, Nathan Blake, in 
Saturday’s game at the Reebok 
Stadium. 

Durkin, who said initially 
that be did not need to study a 
video of the incident, relented 
after watching the pictures and 
niled that Rallister should only 
have had a yellow card for 
“adopting an aggressive atti- 
tude’'. 

Blake caught the back of Pal- 
lister's leg after the ball had 
gone and the pah squared np 
to each other twice. But Fillis- 
ter kept his arms by his side as 
Blake struck him and was dis- 
gusted when Durkin produced 
( the .led card, the first time he 
had been sent off in his eight 
years at Old Trafford. 

The United manager Alex 
Ferguson, enraged by the deci- 
sion, sent a video af the incident 
lo the Football Association. 
But before the tape arrived at 
Lancaster Gate, Durkin decid- 
ed that he had made a mistake 
and should not have sent Phi- 
lister off. 

Tbny Yeboab yesterday end- 
ed his troubled time at Leeds 
United by completed his £lm 
move to the Btwdesliga dub, 
Hamburg, 

The Ghanaian’s move hack 
to Germany - where he for- 
merly played for Saarbrficken 
and Eintracht Frankfurt - had 
been delayed due to tax prob- 
lems. These have now been 
solved and Yeboah, 31, has 
signed a two-year contract at 
Hamburg, despite late interest 
from the Tbrfcish side TLabzon- 
spor and Lecce of Italy. 

Celtic have learned that they 
will not receive a fee for then- 
former midfielder, John Colins, 
who left Parkhead for Monaco 
last year under the Bosnian rul- 
ing on a free transfer. 

Celtic’s managing director, 
Furgus McCann, argued that, as 
Monaco is not part of the Eu- 
ropean Union, its laws on free 
movement of workers should 
□o( apply and that his club 


should have earned a fee for the 
Scotland midfielder. 

-However, yesterday Celtic 
were told that Fife, world foot - 
ban’s governing body, has re- 
jected their appeal for payment 
and that their case was not 
helped by an alleged error by 
the Scottish Football Associa- 
tion. 

In a statement, the dub 
said: “We are surprised and dis- 
appointed the appeal to Fife in 
this case has been rejected. 
The rejection is based on the ap- 
parent late arrival of the appeal 
fee from' the SFA. We are in- 
vestigating this key aspect of the 
matter." 

Uefa’s decision to ban the 
Belgian dub, Andedecht, frota 
European competition for a 
season over alleged bribes paid 
to referees is illegal and could 
easily be overturned, a leading 
Belgian lawyer said yesterday. 

-This sanction... is so illegal, 
a decision so badly patched to- 
gether that it only depends on 
Andedecht to blow up the sanc- 
tion. Uefe [European football’s 
governing body] does not apply 
its own rules,” Luc MIsson, the 
lawyer who acted for Jean- 
Marc Bosnian, the transfer sys- 
tem rebel in the European 
Court of Justice, said. 

The Brussels club have ad- 
mitted paying a “loatT-of about 
£20,000 to the Spanish referee, 
Gurnee fa Mura, who was in 
charge of a 1984 Uefe Cup 
semi-final tie against Notting- 
ham Forest Anderlecht will 
not challenge the one-year ban, 
though. The dub’s lawyer, 
Danid Spretels. said: "At the 
moment there is no question of 
taking Uefe to court.” 

Manchester City's former 
midfielder Colin Bell is suing, 
his old club over his sacking 
during the summer. He was dis- 
missed as joint youth develop- 
ment officer along with Tbny 
Farrell in a Maine Road end- 
of-seasoo purge which also saw 
another former player and the 
chib’s youth team manager, 
Neil McNab, relieved of his du- 
ties. 

Sir Bobby Chariton is set to 
celebrate his 60th birthday next 
roODth by playing fora hxal am- 
ateur team in Manchester. The 
former Manchester United and 
England player has agreed to 
play for the Moss Side-based 
side Moss Amateurs against 
Untwistie VBa on his birthday, 
21 October. 

Moss Amateurs are a well- 
respected team is the Man- 
chester- area and Sir Bobby 
made his pledge when he met 
their manager, Billy Hughes, at 
a reception last year. 



Chuck Knoblauch, the Minnesota Twins’ second baseman, goes airborne to claim the first half of a double play against Chicago White Sox’s Mike Cameron Photograph: AP 

f 

/ 

BASEBALL / 

I 

Seattle’s Buhner betters Baltimore home-run record 


Seattle broke the record for most 
home runs by a team in one season 
on Tbesday night when Jay Buhner 
Struck the 258th and his 40th, a 484- 
foot power drive against Anaheim. 

The Mariners broke the record set 
last year by Baltimore. Seattle had 
equalled tbe Orioles' 1996 marie when 
Ken Griffey Jnr hit bis 55th in Oak- 
land on Monday. With his three-run 
drive m the first off Alien Witson, Buh- 
ner became the 10th player to reach 


40 in three consecutive seasons, the 
first since Frank Howard in 1968-70. 
Buhner hit a career-best 44 homers 
last season after getting 4Q in 1995. 

The Cleveland Indians clinched 
their third successive American 
League Central Division title with a 
stunning comeback from a seven-run 
deficit, defeating the New York 
Yankees 10-9 in the bottom of the 
ninth inning. Trailing 9-2 in tbe 
sixth, the Indians scored four in the 


sixth, two in the eighth and two in 
the ninth inning. 

Twenty minutes later, the second- 
placed Chicago White Sox lost, 
handing Cleveland the crown. The 
Indians will lace the AL wild card - 
probably the Yankees - in next 
week's Division Series. 

In Toronto, the Orioles moved 
closer to clinching the American 
League East with a 3-2 victory over 
the Blue Jays. Nerio Rodriguez, mak- 


ing his second start of the season, al- 
lowed two runs and two hits in 5 1/3 
innings. Arthur Rhodes and Arman- 
do Benitez combined to allow one hit 
in 2 2/3 innings and Randy Myers 
strode out one in a perfect ninth for 
his 44th save in 45 opportunities. 

In Chicago, Brent Brede snapped 
a fifth-inning tie with a two-run 
homer as the Minnesota Twins 
earned a 5-3 victoiy over the White 
Sox, who were officially eliminated 


from the play-off race. Deruiy Hock- 
ing walked to lead off the fifth and 
oae out later, Brede hit his third 
* homer of the season and a 5-3 lead. 

••Cleveland played their best ball 
down the stretch and they earned 
their division win,” the White Sox 
first baseman. Frank Thomas, said. 

He provided Chicago's offense 
with a three- run homer in the third 
inning, his 34th. That was his only hit, 
but bis 352 average still leads the AL 
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Baseball 

AMBOCAN LEAGUE: Oakland 6 tiWMl*:** 

SsESagSs : 2 

imm 6; Seam* * Anafwkn a 

Angelas fl San Dtago 2 


jfr Basketball 


1 (Vug) 7a Hofwea frWi) H.wwi 

r SR mmUii 

- 3; London 3. Pmonaort 3; Hewaa Z 



Sussex twy 0 appointed Dave Gltoert, 
the former Australan Test bowter. as 
deputy diet axacutiw and drector of 
cricket Ha memos from Surrey where 
ha was coach for two years, steering 
the ckb to the Sunday League We end 
vfcjkxytothe Benson and wdgasQjp 
Matthew Maynard, captain of Glam- 
organ, Is to lead an England repne- 
aentaSvetaamlnathreM^y'QIcket 
Max’ tournament in New Zealand 
from 31 October to 2 Novambec 
•Cricket Max’ is a shortened version 
of toe game, which concentrates on 
actuate hatBne by wanting double 
points for hitting bate into ‘zones' at 
each and of the ground. 


Cycling 
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Cricket 

Peter Moores, who captotoa d Sussy 

^ff^asfSRa 


, of the County 

thought**®"' wante Moores to ptay 
to w <*** fuaira. 
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r 2£( » no*- 

Equestrianism • 
2 £rt£iMeCofe (THOM) deoe 34 Sa 8 « 

SfeS 

magBsasasgsi 


Football 

Greek focrtbaBets have threatened to 
disrupt the Greece v Denmark VMsrid 
Cup qualfier on tt October by gcflng 
or strike In protest at the wowing to- 
ttox of foreign players in Greece 
England have added MBwatfS Justine 
Lotion and Stockporib Kate Massey 
to their squad tor todayb Women’s 
World Cup quaffler to Germany. 

ENGLAND WOMEN’S SQUAD {Wooten' * 
Wortd Cup Grow Throe * Gerrany , Damn. 

(EvOftonL S Brtnoo (Qc-ytoil F Whit* (Arae- 
neQ, B Ewan. K Burt* (both Bertonj, H ftnt- 
ati tCnwdonJ. S SmHh fTrarmere Rwerel H 
(JJvwpooa KOwta pOydanl D »*4- 
pby {WmI UonaaseaL R tatty (Awreaj.,1 
Lofton |MMI UonoMeaJ, K Manoy fSfocfc- 
portt 

Hockey 

HEN’S JUNIOR WORLD. CUP (Hilton 
Kayno^ Pod AtNathariandaBClisn£; Aw- 
trafa 1 Spain i; MR 4 adgMn Z Rnal^aoi 


Tennis 

GRAND SLAH CUP HBT8 TOURNAMENT 
(Munich) 8tngta«,tii*l round: P Radar (Aus) 
HTMustor (Aul] 6-2S3: JBcrlonon (Swo) 64 
B 8 Oder (Ger) S3 B-2; P Kbnia (Cz Hep) tit 
G ttjortei <&) M Mjfcuanoi mtitod «U«<L 
P Samprae (US) bt F MUb (Sp| W M 

LEIPZIG GRAND PMX WOMEN’S TOUR' 
NAHOrr (Garmony] StoQlM, flrst round: A 
HHW (Gw) bt S RwW • 


si TOM 6-2; Y Basis 

/WDrtWAGixwwm(W7-6&3:MHn9lB . .7 

j&MO&MlfcnakalAuCSSr^SAppehMW ■ 7 

(B«!) « U Oremans (NWJi) MM7-6 • 

TOULOUSE ATP TOURNAMENT (Frants) 

“ ‘ ’ ’ THawflSBrtWOOgO. 


World Cup Group Two 

UoMova(CH 0 Georgina) ,1 

9000 KetsbaiaQ 

UbAAMk Atoamdor Qjrtaenu tent otf. OC 
Goomrn-S KsMte KolaOiB smi Olt. ettGoor- 
Qta 'eGooml KUnactne swtoB. SfyalRopub- 
Ucan stadun. dvktau 

P W O L F APt* 

England 7 6 0 1 « 2 18 

Kafr -7 5 2 0 IT 1 T7 

Poland 6 2 1 3 7 6 7 

2 1 4 4 3 T 

0 0 7 2 « 0 


daodtaBK 1 Auatiala n pn; 2 inda «, 3 Godn 
tt*Ne3wNnoa7;BBdgkJiTi.«:8a*oQPoor 

B: Oensny * Eflypt 1 Final pool do ndtna s 
1 Gomiony Ooia: f £3PaMA9>«4 
Aigandio « 5 Japan 3; * Egn* Z. 

Motor radng 

Ateto Menu and the Wifiams RenaJt 
team wl defend thecr Auto Trader RAC 
British Tburtoa Car Champi o nship B- 
tias next year Banaut lit ltd have 
confirmed their partnership with 
WStoms IbLring Car Engineering wifi 
continue for a further two years urta 
the end of the 1939 season 

Pools dividends 

ZETTORS.^ Ttado Chanco; SSnu cmSH 2B 
EBJtt a £030 FOt» Oin CWBgM hamea 
CSOO n9uro«tM»e22B& Tima draws (bom 
M 18 (kawai) ESto FWr Iho E3SH 
BRrnteiSiTlBhloChanueflapla £172130 23 
£1230 . 22 cm Fowm*sE23a nwawoys 
Enaa Bflta hnm aa £0 640 

Rugby Union 

Pontypridd, the Welsh champions, 
have tailed to secure a home game 
with the AS Blacks on 11 November. 
TUB NewZeBtendBre wf stick wito tot* 
original fixture %atost Wales a, ai- 
though officials stressed their deefcien 
had nottvng to do with PontyS recent 
tjtecapSrwy troubies. 


radw (lizb) 64 B* A OaowitTFi) bl D PmoN 

/■o IH, r 5flnoo irfi at n LavHWw cm j-u 

7-6 6-1; G Haoux (fe bt 0 D^b (Ft) 6-3 
MEN’S CLAY C OURT TOURNAMENT 

g HDrwSmnSSi^ S? MM iCCoE 

a I Mcftlomi (Run) 7-8 8-3; N Lapan- 
ta E Ahnnz (3rt &4 A Gaudaxa 

Men &-Z 5-7 S-2: f cbm (Spjw T Beimnd 
M 7AW L j sar««^gb> AConaBjatSp, 


RamaMns tiara: 7 0c£ MoUcm v puand. 
11 Oct Italy v England: Geagla v PoterdL 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hrat 
DMalon: Luton 3 Wafted 1 : WSrtledQn Q M- 
wai 1 (at Plough Lam), 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY (Otazlyn): 
Poland 2 (KucharaM «, Kmekayk 55} Utiua- 
ntaO 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Coca-Cola Cut 
second round second lag: Barnet 0 Mo- 
desbrougfi 2 foogr 0-33: Bu»> 1 Si»xleriand2 
faro; 2-Jr, Pwirboro^ji 0 Roac*ig 2 toga 0- 
2 J; ShelflBkJ 4 Wattcrt 0 fflptt S-lt; Sock- 
port 2 Bantetfiani 1 (agp: 3-§: TbrtjJBy 0 
TmrmmoNcwsCoon- 
waat aoniwUi 4 Luion 2 (gr 
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Hng Premisrohip: Booon T Tbnwham 1: 
Mrrtnoacn * Bm&r 1 QU Vauxtart Con- 
Nmnctc CheUBrtain I Sxxigh 1; YboA 1 Md- 

oer 0 Mhmlan Lbkmb Premtar 

C Aftostvy 1 HENn 0; Qieeneni 1 Erv 
9eW z Omen S BUo jfe Sntdani 0: Hen- 
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don 0 Heybrldga 2; XngsMrtan S 
Borough z Chtfefd Oty 0 PurBesl CS Sutton 
lAU3aBwaandaNorfftlbatl;Waitanftl-te- 

*tam 3 Carshatton 4: YtaMm a Bateiaiaka 

2 Pint OMtlatK Adhgdan mmi 1 UxbfWga 
Z BarkhamNad t Whyteeefe 3: Oiartsay 3 
Barton z Guays 3 Moiaaey tf, Hampton 0 »- 
lortcay 2: Rondord 3 VfcMnghani 0: vnomctoy 

0 SUM) 0: RbrB*B 2 Ualdertiaad LM 1 Sac 
ond DhiWoo: Bannaad a Camay teand Z 
Egnem 3 rtsmrwro 2 Marlow 2 U-rtojn o: Msk 

itpoltan RaBce 1 tiAxxdmnrieO: Tfary 1 ’Bjoi- 

kta A Mrtcham t; WntteorS Ettn2 Bolting 3; 

WShetn 1 ruiMrftxa 3 fe&antfcinarf romta, 
SnotSotx faauiav TN«d OMakxrc Khgetxry 2 

SoufftMa UnBondUaem PrMdarOMriws 

Barn* a Raddfte Borough 0: Myth Spena% 
2&w*vnw3; CdNaynB^aBBitw Bndea 
1: FncWryZ AHreAxi tMn i; Guaaieiy 1 Golrti- 
cwrougn 3; Lencaa* 4 Choriav 1 ; LbMi RM 

1 Aoovigton Slanm G Fine tmWon: Ebs»- 
wood Town 0 Uncrtn UW 3, Ffcdon 1 Bumon 
2. Oim Harwood 0 Netfarfiafci 0; Gketmt 3 
Oroytoden Z Harrogara Town 2 Ssacigtrxtg b 
PS I: WNday Bay iFarsMy 2; Hfcrlcngton 1 
Trtdkxd S Dr Uertsns Lmaua PMmlwDL- 

* 1 GtaJCaner ft Cartjridge Oty 
3: Hatasomn item 5 QawHMn 
B 1 Cmwtey 2. tangts Lym 2 tkrton 
ABtoni: niirMtohSBroinmtoveA Uknand 
OMMoKBadMJithQCaitwKaraektoyOSal- 
>M Borough Z Biatfem 2 SuiKn OMM1 


4; HncMay Utd 3 WNbech 1; *®ston 0 Btak. 
anei i; Moor Groen 3 Raunde ft Raddtch 0 
SuXant 0; Shapered Dynamo 0 Easton 4; 
Stoubridgot RettigCUDWand&txSauttt- 
orn DhdeKxv: Basntoy 3 WamrtoovAa ft Rsft- 
ar Asiatic London 2 Etanhad 1 ; Uargua 2 
BaUDchftNeaaxsiktWOHaentftneynioutti 
3 Trws&idga i; Wtmey 3 FerEham 1: Tata 2 
Ckanoestar Z Amen fnauranoa Northam 
LeeouB Rm DMsLore Dunsion FB 0 Borfcig- 
ffln Toriecs i ; Km Law 2 GXXstxjrouQ.'i G Ms 
stonteed Kma L ugue: Ft*aatona mrtaa3 

WMs 2 CorWsar 2 UniatSura CMrty 
Laagua FkM DMalon: Hodiam YWCA 2 
WNtaftawK 4; Langnay Sports 4 Ma Ook 1: 
PortWd 0 Anndai Z Radi 2 Feacehnen a 
TstsccnOe O UNwort United CouMtoe 
Laagua Promfar DhWon: Bouna 0 St Niwta 
Z Cogenhoa 3 Dasboroutti 1 ; Fort Sporta 1 
Buchherm ft Hcfcaeeh OMrteos Oadcsum 
3; Long BUcKby B WxXtxi 2: Stamtod 3 
Bosun Town 1; SUtfOid 1 Eynestxrry L 
Scr nwWx Ofrect Laagua Pramier DMalon: 
Briaiol Manor Farm 2 Ctxjrd i; Mehsham 2 
Badrmi r; Pauinr Rovers 2 Mangcttfieicl 1; 
WSstbuy 0 Brisferigun 3 Northam CotatUaa 
Em t la m m o Ptsn d r DMsIon: Bodes hm 1 
MalUyMW2; GtesxhoudtBn WWtara 1 PteH- 
cnrtg 0; HattieU Main 0 Amoks 2: Hucknal I 


Dug-out ban threat to coach 


Cofcrlas 2; Norm Fterfcy 4 Stey ft OssWt 
Town 1 Shatftea 2. North West Comtes 
Leagua Fhst OMMok Attenon LR 1 HoBoar 
CW Boys ft Oeddenon 1 Atterun Catenas 
2; Denvan 3 Gh»9op Nonti End 3; Kldagraw 
4 ttasingdm 0; Aosaley 1 CWheroe 1; 
RosaencBaS Uaina Road 1 Jewaon WHmk 
L aagua: Gosport 1 1MnbamaElntarftiKEjr- 
pnsa IBdtand ABtencw Halesowen Harriare 
taTdgnorthll ■eanaoH*Maa:BBiTv3Haer- 

lordimN 2: Connate Quay Nomada 2 Bangor 

Cay Z Nawiown 3 tetayader i; Totri Nanorl, 
Sofcmona U an aartHiafa 3 Watetpod 1 toah 
Gold Cup Section A: Balymena 0 Lane 2: 
Crusaders 3 BUycbre Comratea 1 ; Qercwon 
3 Durvxnton Swttta a Bsclkin B: Aids 2 Ob- 
teeiy oTCotendna 2 Bangor 1; LMeU 7 U- 
mauady Q Seedon C: Cananvoe 2 Newry ft 
Oarfonan 1 0nagh Item 4; Ftarladown 6 CSr- 
ik* Rangwa Q Pontes Leacaia Hmt DMakse 
Oknsby Ibwn 9 nvi Wb tSseond DIvWor: 
BradksdQiyi RoSwrtiam4 Avon Insurance 
Combination nrstOMaton: Crystal Paiaca 
1 PortamouAi th West Ham 2 Brigtoon 4 Eu- 
topean Undor^l championship Group IWo 
(dtetatet: Maldow 0 Geor^aC r - ~ 


The Whitehaven coach, Stan 
Martin, faces the possibility of 
being banned from the touch- 
line following last weekend’s 
dash with referee Sieve Presley. 
The League is looking into 
Martin's conduct during his 
side's Divisional Premiership 
semi-final defeaL to Hull, and 
could bar him from the dug-oui 
if he is found guilty of bringing 
the game into disrepute. 

Whitehaven’s David Fa- 
tiaiofa and Graeme HaUas of 
Hull arc already facing the dis- 
ciplinary committee today over 
their sendings-off in the same 
match. 

The tackle that is likely lo 
keep Huddersfield's Nick Foz- 
zard out of thal match is also un- 
der scrutiny ai Rugby League 
headquarters, with Keighley's 


Group SI* 
e 5; (W 


(VnBatlm): Mena 0 Czech RepuGflc . . 

3 Spain 4. OuteftLot^UK PSV 


ond round aouunO hrp: twma2kmala9P0g- 
tee(HBnMn4^onnp«gae). GsmanQip 
weond round: MSV DUabug l VO. Bochum 
ft KarteuM 2 AmMa BlelaUB 2 pwL ArniMa 
non 4-2 on ponaUesL' Bntracht Fmecturt 3 
Whnter Brenwi 0: EWncM THw 1 ScheB*04 
ftWUdhMMmnNm4Enaft|eOotit»a3:Ato- 
nnr^Aedian2VR9lAt3BaiML'VTLMMs- 
bug 3 Bayern MuMdi 3 (teoc, Bayern won 4-3 


TODAY S F IXTURES 

Football 

7.30 unfess Sated 

PONTWS LEAGUE Premier DMaim As- 
ton Mb » SiattiBfcl Wednasday (TO : Btafc- 
Mn w Bute pa FlrM Dhwtan: None 
acuity v CcMsrury (70. Second DMahuv 

PO) IBI Henow Bomughi 

Hockey 

WORLD JUMKJH COP (Mien Kmwd 

snweh ; MB &HSS 

v Auwain {SOT SWiplKWiteMte 


Robert Roberts subject to pos- 
sible disciplinary action after 
leaving his opponent with a bro- 
ken nose and concussion. 

- Dove Hadfidd 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

8.2 

The length of pun - in 
miles - by US Ryder Cup 
player Brad Faxon on 
Monday. The feat took 
place on Concorde, the 

putt taking 23 seconds to 

drop, in which time the 
plane travelled &2 miles. 


Speedway 

7.30 uniass sated 

P^aERl£AGUEfe*,rtV*ah!»tewcaale 

SSHfnJfr SSS > I* I !!S2J f WsBf Ow 

wnwip ram (74a (Of ShNtekq. 

Basketball 


Other sports 

TEWflS: IIA SsbAo, iSuKtettttft / 




1 






THE INDEPENDENT 

THURSDAY 

25 SEPTEMBER 1497 


32/SPORT 


FOOTBALL 


Keegan back 
as Fayed ’s 
Fulham aim 
for the top 


Kevin Keegan, Newcastle 
United's erstwhile 
manager, will return to 
football today by 
becoming the chief 
executive of Second 
Division Fulham. 

Guy Hodgson reveals 
how the persuasive 
powers of the dub’s 
millionaire owner, 
Mohamed A1 Fayed, and 
the promise of a large 
budget for new players 
proved irresistible. 


la the press conference at his 
opening match as Newcastle 
United’s manager, Kevin Kee- 
gan prefaced bis comments 
with: “This is the first letter of 
the first word of the title of the 
book," A new chapter will be- 
gin today when he becomes 
chief executive of Fu lham. 

Yesterday the Second Divi- 
■'ub on the bank of the 
were being coy about 
ment. but the lack 
-s pertinent. “We 
on press spec- 
Gibb, a 
“When the 
Jus any an- 
ie future of 
Gub we will 
mil come with 
ation today, 
/-old Keegan, wbo 
(e in January and 
impression of leav- 
■ for good, has sue- 
i the persuaa'on of 
. s multi-millionaire own- 
»bamed A1 Fayed who is uo- 
.rstood to be willing to bankroll 
substantial spending spree in 
ji attempt to realise his dream 
if making Fulham “the Man- 
chester United of the south". 

There is a long way to go - 
Fulham axe 1 1th in the Second 
Division - and the price will in- 
clude the appointment of Ray 
Wilkins, Keegan's former Eng- 
land team-mate. He will be in- 
stalled as the new manager 
over the head of Micky Adams, 
wbo, on a shoestring, steered tbe 
_-lub to promotion last term. 


Adams 1 future at the dub 
looked bleak last night when he 
failed to arrive with his team for 
the Coca-Cola Cup tie at Vfolves. 

Keegan became known as 
“the messiah" by Newcastle 
supporters after be had taken tire 
club from one brink (going into 
the then Third Division) to an- 
other (tbe Premiership tide). His 
departure eight months ago 
shocked football generally, but 
Tyneside was reduced to a state 
of near mourning. “It was my de- 
cision and my decision alone to 
resign," he said. “7 feel I have 
taken the dub as far as I can." 

At (he time it was felt that the 
financial binds imposed on him 
by Newcastle's impending stock 
market flotation was the reason 
behind his departure and it is 
ironic that he will return at tbe 
beheffl of the Hanods owner bet- 
ter known in City circles than 
football until he bought Fulham 
for£30m four months ago. 

Keegan had repeatedly in- 
sisted he had no interest in re- 
turning to football, but last 
Friday he publidy admitted for 
the first time that he migh t 
come back if the right oppor- 
tunity presented itself. 

The challenge at Craven 
Cottage, at a dub wbo have nev- 
er won a major honour and who 
were last in England's top divi- 
sion 28 years ago, looks to have 
proved irresistible given the 
milli ons he will have to spend. 

The chance to take tbe less 
up-front role of chief executive 
will also have appealed. Bright, 
witty and accessible to the press 
at the start of his time at New- 
castle he had become tetchy to 
the point of becoming almost 
monosyllabic towards the end 
of his time on Tyneside. 

Wilkins, a former England 
captain and now coach at Crys- 
tal Palace, will almost certain- 
ly be itching to get another 
chance in management after a 
difficult time a few miles away 
at Queen’s Park Rangers. 

“If any manager’s job was of- 
fered, I would discuss my posi- 
tion with Steve Coppell [the 
Palace manager]," Wilkins said 
yesterday. “All 1 can say is that 
as far as today is concerned I’m 
at Crystal Palace." 
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Feeling the pressure: Kevin Keegan on the day he announced his departure from Newcastle last January 


Photograph: Mike Scott/Nortb News 


Tyneside sees former messiah take on Craven image 


News that Kevin Keegan, 
regarded by Newcastle 
United fans as the 
messiah, should 
apparently be Interested 
in returning to football 
with Fulham, albeit in 
an executive role, was 
greeted with some 
surprise on Tyneside, as 
Simon Turnbull discovered. 


When Everton paid a yuletide 
visit to St James' Park the sea- 
son before last, those of us pass- 
ing the Strawberry pub were 
handed a leaflet on behalf of tbe 
Welbeck Road Evangelical 
Church in Newcastle. It posed 
the question: “Is Kevin Keegan 
the Messiah ?" 


It did so in all seriousness, 
too, feeling the need to inform 
the congregation of St James': 
“Kevin Keegan may be New- 
castle United’s saviour but he 
is NOT God." 

It was dear last night that Ty- 
neside had got the message. It 
was not merely that the one- 
time messiah was about to as- 
sume a new Craven image. 
Fight months have passed since 
his mourned departure. Tyne- 
side has simply learned to live 
without him. 

The Talk of the Toon was as 
much of the match in band, and 
of beating Barcelona, as of 
Keegan's return to football. 
Hie Evening Chronicle led the 
front page with the stray, but 
BBC Radio Newcastle ranked 
it No 5 on its lunchtime bulletin, 
behind a Northumberland man 
caught snatching eggs. 


The local radio station did, 
however, catch up with one man 
who has been idolized - if not 
deified - at St James* and who 
bas succeeded in making Ful- 
ham Football Gub something 
of a thriving Cottage industry. 

Malcolm Macdonald, in 
fact, was the last manager to 
lead Fulham out of the bottom 
two divisions. “The club is sit- 
ting there waiting to be totally 
revitalised," he said. “I couldn’t 
see Mohamed AI Fayed buying 
a small dub to stay small." 

Going back to the manage- 
rial days of Macdonald, in Oc- 
tober 1982, it was at St James 1 
Park that Fulham gained prob- 
ably the most recent of their fa- 
mous victories. Gordon Davies 
clipped the Magpies 1 wings in 
a 4-1 victory featured on Maich 
of the Day. Keegan scored New- 
castle's consolation goal. 


He promised in those days 
that be would end his playing 
days by the banks of the iyne 
and, true to his word, when he 
retired two years later it was to 
head for tbe golf course. After 
returning in 1992, Keegan al- 
ways main tained he would nev- 
er manage another club, not 
even Liverpool There was not 
a Utile surprise on Tyneside that 
be had, apparently, chosen to 
take the reins of Fulham, albeit 
in an executive role. 

“I must admit I didn’t expect 
to see him back in football so 
quickly,” Mark Jensen said 
outside the Strawberry, where 
he sells his fanzine. The Mag. 
"When he left here the reason 
given was that he was drained 
by football. It does seem a bit 
premature but Fm sure every- 
one here wishes him welL" 

Not quite everyone perhaps. 


When it was confirmed last 
week that Keegan's forth com- 
ing autobiography would not be 
stocked at any of Newcastle's 
dub shops, a spokesman was 
quoted as pointing out that "the 
author" was no longer em- 
ployed by the club. 

Mr G Smith, of Winlaton, 
writing to tbe Newcastle Journal, 
described the terse reference as 
“offensive, a disgrace and be- 
yond belief." Saying that if the 
club did not recognise the 
achievement of taking New- 
castle from a joke club to one 
of international reputation, 
"there are lens of thousands 
who will correct that view 

That view - Tyneside's re- 
flective vision of the old mes- 
siah - may be m for more 
revision. Kevin Keegan: My Au- 
tobiography is expected to bite 
the hand that once fed. 


COI F: RYDE R CU P 

Dejected 
Martin opts 
to go home 

With one final poignant 
twist, the Miguel Angel- 
Martin affair was laid to 
rest at Ytidcrrama yester- 
day. A sad and dejected 
Martin decided to return 
home to Madrid, having 
come to the conclusion 
that being a non-playmg 
13th player on a team of 12 
was not on. 

After reading a state- 
ment in which he thanked 
the players axul Tourna- 
ment Committee of the 
European Tour, the Span- 
ish PGA, and the media 
for their support, and 
wished Seve Ballesteros 
“all the success he de- 
serves as captain of the Eu- 
ropean team". Marlin 
suddenly said he had 
something to add. 

He said: “I’ve come to 
Vhlderrama because I was 
invited to come by the 
Committee. But I'm leav- 
ing today because 1 don't 
feel like staying here for 
tbe Ryder Cup. 1 just don't 
feel the way I would in oth- 
er circumstances. I'm sor- 
ry for everything that’s 
happened and I'm going to 
go home." 

A look of shock came 
over Ken SchofickL the ex- 
ecutive director of the Eu- 
ropean Tour, wbo had just 
read a statement saying: 
“Miguel Angel has been 
invited to attend the 
matches and related 
events in the capacity of 
non-playing member, and 
he has welcomed the j 
chance to play this role." i 

Martin stayed at the a 
team hotel on Tuesday/ 
night, but did not go to the* 
official welcome dinner. At? 
a photocall yesterday] 
morning, two photos of tqe| 
European team were tak; 
en, one with and one with- 
out the Spaniard. 

Schofield said no extra 
compensation was being 
given to Martin, who qual- 
ified for the team but was 
dropped because of an in- 
jured wrist But he would 
receive his ranking as a Ry- 
der Cup player - which 
should gam him an ex- 
emption for the Open - 
and the £3.500 expenses. 

• The two captains. Seve 
Ballesteros and Tom Kile, 
instructed their ni .era 
not to sign auto*- . at 
the gala dinner ? .. it. 
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Top clubs’ television income 
set to reach the sky 


I ACROSS 

b Call for a drop outside 
bar (8) 

i Like a master veering, 
making for island (4) 

1 Book page m Sunday 
- Review? (6) 

jO Wrong extract from 
*, speech (7) 

II Advise or account, out- 
j dated (8) 

2 RA type depicting arm 
on Tyneside river? (6) 

3 Grief at error? Crimi- 
nal gets the cooler (12) 

5 One of the house lights, 
j perhaps (5-7) 
sg Knigbt? Look out, it’s a 
R sharp piece (6) 

H Political group, new in 
k, the main, retrogressed 
V and closed (8) 


22 Second bunk swung 
about, and the sea 
raged (7) 

23 Like superlative wine? 
Finally had one in ex- 
cess (6) 

24 The guy’s in check (4) 

25 Unearthly state deriv- 
ing from quality of 
drink (non-British) (8) 

DOWN 

2 Glance, only a hint of 
interest in fancy cro- 



chet (8) 

Noble fine spoken in 
verse (5) 

Beach suit ’mongst 
changing styles - not 
last of tangas? (7-7) 


5 Sharp player's sudden 
variation with the 
Queen (7) 

6 Character with money 
in the City, not quite 
rolling (9) 

7 Beat up cooking mix- 
ture (6) 

8 RAFs latest delicate 
instrument? (6-8) 

14 What a mess! (9) 

15 Misfortunes getting 
backs up (8) • 

17 Roll from documen- 
tary about American 
state line (7) 

IS Dog, animal restrained 
by stake (6) 

21 Like an author’s life, 
about second of bi- 
ographies (5) 


Top English football 
clubs already rake in 
huge amounts of money 
from television 
companies but, as 
Keith Weir explains, the 
pay-per-view revolution 
could make today’s sums 
look tiny. 


Premiership clubs could earn 
over £500m from television 
rights to live matches in the 
2003/2004 season, a study re- 
leased yesterday said. 

Manchester United, New- 
castle United and Liverpool, the 
armchair fans' favourites, will 
be the big winners as pay-per- 
view coverage is introduced 
over the next few years, the re- 
port added. 

Compiled by the sports con- 
sultancy Oliver & Ohlbaum 
and tbe business publishers 
Fletcher Research, the report 
said pay-per-view would gen- 
erate some £280m annually for 
Premiership dubs by 2003/2004. 
Cubs would earn a further 


£240m from the continuation of 
a subscription service offering 
a package of 60 live games per 
season. That compares with 
the £135m the clubs receive 
from Sky Sports for such live 
rights Ibis year. 

By 2003/2004, around 225m 
households would be taldng 
pay-per-view. This could boost 
Sky's profits by £100m annual- 
ly, the report said. 

Sky, which now has six mil- 
lion subscribers, is expected to 
develop pay-per-view cover- 
age as part of its drive to get 
subscribers to sign up for the 
200-channel digital service it 
plans to Launch next year. 

The report said IS million 
people in England and Wales, 
a third of the population, con- 
sider themselves football fans. 
-Seven million claimed to sup- 
port Manchester United. Liv- 
erpool or Newcastle. England's 
big three are likely to cream off 
over 25 per cent of all pay tele- 
vision revenues by 2003/2004. 

Proposals for a World Gub 
Champ ions tug look unlikely to 
win backing from delegates of 
Uefa, tbe governing body of Eu- 


ropean football, at a conference 
in Helsinki today. The idea of 
either an eight or 16-dub world 
championship being held in an 
increasingly congested fixture 
list has largely met with a luke- 
warm response at best- The 
Uefa meeting, for national 
football authorities' presidents 
and general secretaries, ap- 
pears set to reject the idea. 

Uefa is also unwilling to 
commit itself to the idea, which 
has most support in Asia and 
Africa, where member coun- 
tries see it as a way for dubs to 
earn lucrative paydays against 
European or South American 
champion clubs. 

Gerhard Aigner, Uefa’s 
general secretary, who has 
helped prepare today’s discus- 
sion document, has also ques- 
tioned when any club 
championship could be played 
“The impetus for this has not 
come from Europe," he said 
yesterday, "and without Euro- 
pean dubs it cannot really hap- 
pen. Uefa does not think the 
time is right for this, but we 
must wait and see what the 
members think, ” 
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Ravanelli could make loan move to Spurs 
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Tbttenham have refused to con- 
firm that they are trying to agn 
up Fabrizio Ravanelli on a , 
£42,00Q-per-week three-month 
loan deaL but his agent revealed 
that the Italian's striker’s future 
is “24 hours" from being settled 
The Spurs manager, Gerry 
Francis, struggling with an in- 
jury crisis even though Chris 
Armstrong made his come- 


back at Bolton on Tuesday and 
Les Ferdinand could be fit for 
Saturday’s game against Wim- 
bledon, said: "I never talk about 
other dub’s players." He was, 
though, involved in talks with 
Tottenham's operations man- 
ager, Daniel Sugar, the son of 
1 the club chairman, Alan Sugar, 
before the Bolton game. 

If the unsettled Middles- 


brough striker moves to Lon- 
don, it seems that Spurs would 
take on his salary in a loan spell 
up to Christmas and then be 
given an option to sign him per- 
manently. 

Pino Paglari, Ravanelli’s 
representative, said: “I think 
there is something in it. I think 
we are about 24 hours from the 
outcome." 
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